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2006 PROGRAMME 
 
  

 August Ben Knobben   Cymbidium Culture 

September A Davies    Shows & Presentation 

October Rob McNamee   Non Australian Dendrobiums 

November G Abell    Sarcochilus 

December Christmas Celebration Dinner and Social evening. 

 
 
 

BIRTHDAYS FOR AUGUST 
 
 

Happy Birthday to these members. 
 

 Murray Baulderstone  Des. Bettcher  Tony Bourne  Shirley Brand 
Alan Davies   Heather MacDonald Miles Harper  Coralie Hime

 Harold Luckhurst  Una Seidel  Garry Simcock Val Speer
 Jan Whibley   Bill Young 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next Committee Meeting: Pulteney Grammar School 23rd August 2006 8:00pm 
Next Judges Meeting Pulteney Grammar School 3rd October 2006 8:00pm 
Next SA Regional Judging Panel Meeting:  9th October 2006  7:30pm 
 Pulteney Grammar School South Tce. Adelaide 

The Executive Committee of the S.A. Orchidaceous Society Inc.  
 

 
PRESIDENT Mr. P. French    8258 7108 
VICE PRESIDENTS Mr. A. Davies 
 Mr T. Jacob 
Im PAST PRESIDENT Mr. N. Oliver 
SECRETARY Mrs. V. Speer    8276 5833   
  P.O. Box 161 Brooklyn Park S.A.  5032 
TREASURER Mrs D. Vogler 
COMMITTEE Mr. J. Dunn 
 Mr. D. Johnston 
 Mr. K Trevan 
 Mr. R. McNamee 
 Mr. P. Speer  
 Mr. C. Tilbrook 
REGISTRAR of JUDGES Mr. D. Johnston 
SHOW MARSHAL Dr. A. Bourne 
REVIEW EDITOR Mr. T. Jacob    8346 6155 
ASSISTANT EDITOR Mr. R. McNamee    8322 8344 
  Email robba20@yahoo.com.au 
 

Articles in this Review 
may be reprinted with 

permission from the S.A. 
Orchidaceous Society Inc. 
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PRESIDENT’S FORUM 
 
Firstly, I would like to apologise to the 
members who attended the last meeting 
about the lack of a digital projector to enable 
Kevin Gurney to supplement his talk about 
orchids and also his and Helen’s recent trip to 
Alaska and Canada.  But thank you anyway, 
Kevin, for proceeding under such a difficulty. 
 
My thanks also go to the members who stood 
in for absent members (mainly due to 
attendance at the Port Macquarie 
Conference) and undertook the tasks of 
Raffle selling, Canteen, and Secretary duties.  
This is what makes the Society as strong as it 
is. 
 
The show at Stocklands, Salisbury, will be 
over by the next meeting, so congratulations 
to all the winners and to those who worked to 
make the show such a success, and thank 
you to all who assisted in any way during the 
week.  
 
The prizes for both the Klemzig and 
Stocklands shows will be handed out at the 
August meeting, so if you are a winner, 
please come along to claim your prize.  If 
you’re not a prizewinner, please still come 
along to hear Ben Knobben on cymbidiums 
and to join in the fun. 
 
I hope to see you all on the 16th August. 
 
Peter. 
 

LAST MEETING 
 
Kevin Gurney, our respected judge and 
Assistant Registrar spoke to the depleted 
attendance of members about the effects of 
bushfires on Eyre Peninsular on the flowering 
of native orchids in the bush.  He also told us 
about his visit with Helen to the spectacular 
countries of Canada and Alaska.   
 
Even without the obvious benefit of colour 
pictures, Kevin was able to convey the sense 
of beauty of the spectacular scenery 
encountered.  Thank you Kevin, for your talk. 
 
We have managed to insert a few of Kevin’s 
photos for the benefit of members who heard 
his talk. 
 

Thank you also to the members who stepped 
in to cover the absence of regulars who 
conduct the jobs necessary to make each 
meeting a success.  Your efforts were much 
appreciated by your fellow members. 
 
 

THIS MEETING 
 

Wednesday 16th August 
 

 
Ben Knobben is one of our enthusiastic 
members who has made a special interest of 
the spectacular cymbidium orchids.  Not only 
a very good grower, Ben has kept up-to-date 
with the latest crossings and developments in 
the cymbidium world.  It will be a meeting not 
to be missed by cym. enthusiasts, and that 
means most of us. 
 
Prizes won at both the Autumn Show at 
Klemzig and the Winter Show at Stocklands, 
Salisbury, will be distributed this meeting. 
 
Numbers of orchids flowering are increasing 
as winter passes by, and we anticipate a 
good lot of plants to be benched, despite 
many growers having plants in the 
Stocklands Winter show. 
 

NEW MEMBERS 
 

We welcome another new members to our 
Society this month, Heather McDonald  We 
congratulate Heather, and know that 
members will make her welcome and pass on 
many tips to help with understanding about 
growing orchids. 
 
I’m sure members will be very willing to help 
out with information, and we trust your 
association with the Society will be very 
enjoyable, Heather.  
 
 

VALE 
 
It is with some shock that I need to advise 
members of the passing of Wayne Gill whilst 
attending the Port Macquarie Conference 
recently.  Wayne was President of our 
Society in 1974 before moving, and has more 
recently been residing in Tasmania.  Wayne’s 
son, Peter was our Secretary in 1991, and we 
extend our sincere condolences to Peter and 
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all Wayne’s family.  I had only just met up 
with Wayne again on the Thursday of the 
Conference show and he sent greetings to 
our Society. 
 
Alan Sims lost his mother only recently, too, 
whilst Alan and Mary were at the Port 
Macquarie Conference, and we extend our 
deep sympathy to them and to their family 
members. 
 
 

WINTER SHOW 
 
Our Winter Show at Stocklands, Salisbury, 
will be in full swing as you receive this 
month’s Review, and from a floral 
presentation point of view, it is a most 
successful event.  There are more plants than 
last year, and the quality is pleasingly high.  I 
must admit to some trepidation following the 
bad experiences some growers had with 
frosts this year, but judging from results, most 
growers must have had them tucked safely 
away  Each judging Division has many and 
varied genera represented, and the quality of 
the plants is both colourful and high.  
Congratulations to all who exhibited this year. 
 
Judging was able to promptly proceed at 
10am last Sunday, and with the aid of our 
new computer assisted card generation, we 
were completed in double-quick time. 
 
It was pleasing to see the quality and strong 
colour range of plants tabled for sale, too, 
and I know Sunday’s sales were brisk. 
 
Grand Champion Orchid was a charming 
potful of our local Australian native orchid, 
Pterostylis nana, shown by Peter McCauley 
from Open Division. 
 
Reserve Champion was a spectacular 
paphiopedilum with three large blooms on a 
single spike of Paph. St. Swithins x stonei 
presented on a large, well grown plant.  This 
was owned by Maureen and Graham 
Hazledine. 
 
This plant also received the prestigious Mem. 
Craig Gurney Trophy this year which is 
presented to the best paphiopedilum at our 
Winter show each year in memory of Craig 
Gurney. 
 

Champion of First Division was a large, many 
spiked miniature cymbidium Sarah Jean 
`Goldilocks’, with clear light green blooms 
with yellow lips brought along by Ben 
Knobben. 
 
In Second Division, Zygopetalum mackayii 
was successful for Mrs. Sheila Hellawell, from 
strong competition from a number of other 
members. 
 
Best Seedling of the Show was a cymbidium 
Cym. Winter Wonder x Valley Bay, with large 
green flowers on a strong upright spike with 
lovely clear green blooms. 
 
We will have lists of all prize winners 
available for members at our meeting next 
Wednesday evening.  Don’t forget to come 
along if you won prizes at our Autumn or 
Winter Shows, as they will be presented this 
meeting. 
 
We are still seeking helpers to operate the 
raffle and plant sales tables at the Show this 
week.  Please give the willing workers who 
have already done so much a well earned 
break. 
 
Take out will be at about 4.30 pm next 
Saturday, but please note that fencing must 
be carefully removed before plants can be 
taken.  The public will still be shopping at that 
time, and we don’t want any accidents or 
incidents. 
 
 

KEL’S CORNER 
 
The meeting of 19th July was a little different 
from the usual due to the mass exodus of 
judges all going to the Pt. Macquarie 
Conference.  The judging panel was reduced 
to 6, myself being drawn in and Len Brombal 
from the reserve panel and shows that now 
and then we are needed.  However, I hope 
that all of our members who attended had an 
enjoyable tour and Conference. 
 
On the Open bench, Peter McCauley’s 
Pterostylis nana filled a 13cm pot, the 
racemes about 14cm high and looking very 
good, quite typical of this species  
 
Den. Hilda Poxon was growing in a 20cm pot 
and filled it.  There were 16 racemes open 
and 2 in bud.  The flowers were pale green 
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and devoid of any spotting, and the plant 
belongs to A & M Phillips. 
 
A lovely seedling Cym, Lunar Blaze 
belonging to Johnston Orchids was in  20cm 
pot.  The flowers were bright red, the lips pale 
yellow and heavily barred dark red.  Again 
there were a good selection of slipper orchids 
on display.  On First Division, M & M Page 
had Oncidium Sweet Sugar filling a 15cm pot.  
It had one spike with five branches.  The 
raceme was about a metre long, with blooms 
yellow with some brown and somes pots.  
Cym. Ruby Valley `Clare’ from Ben Knobben 
was a 20cm potful with 4 spikes of solid deep 
red, lips white heavily blotched almost black-
red. 
 
Kevin Trevan showed Z. Pt. Pirie x self It was 
a small plant with 3 flowers.  The blooms 
were pale green, brown spotted, with lips 
white lightly overlaid with pale purple. – a 
plant with high potential. Another seedling he 
had was Fisherara Bill Fisher, deep green 
blooms with heavy brown spotting.  The lips 
were a solid deep purple colour.  Another 
flower of high potential. 
 
Second Div. held a nice selection of quality 
plants.  Miles Harper’s Lc. Shellie Compton 
`Touch of Class’ was in a 20cm squat pot and 
growing in bark.  The two white flowers had a 
faint splash in the petals and a bold purple lip.  
A lovely flower, well presented.  Pat Carman 
showed Cym. Melanie, with 1 open raceme of 
12 flowers and one to come 
 
Den. Victoria Bride `Genesis’ was in a 10cm. 
pot with 2 racemes of 7 blooms each.  Colour 
was white, heavily spotted and striped purple. 
 
Although member numbers were down, there 
were nice plants presented in each Division 
for all to see and enjoy. 
 
Good growing. 
Kel Staples. 
 
 
PT. MACQUARIE CONFERENCE 
 
Just a few personal comments on the recent 
AOC Orchid Conference and Show  
 
We travelled with a busload of South 
Australians on a tour ably planned and 
arranged by Mr. Peter Hills and Coralie, to 

whom all we travellers owe a large debt for 
making the experience so enjoyable.. 
Everyone got on well together which always 
helps with a trip of this nature. 
 
Whilst a number of us arranged the South 
Australian exhibit, and carried out judging 
duties, others enjoyed various visits to 
rainforest areas and to plant nurseries etc. by 
bus, 4 wheel drives, boats, etc during the 4 
days we were actually based in Port 
Macquarie.  
 
Thursday was the first day open to the public, 
and we found many delights among the 
cramped areas allotted to some 30 
commercial sellers, all with some exclusive 
and desirable plants to tempt us.  The colours 
of the vandas, beautifully rounded blues and 
purples, were spectacular, and were quickly 
being snapped up.  All sorts of orchids, big 
and small, were on offer. 
 
This was the best day for taking photos. as 
the place was packed when I went back on 
the Saturday to see what I had missed, with 
busloads of visitors arriving constantly. 
 
There were a number of fine exhibits, and 
everyone was taking pictures of their 
favourite plants and the winners, but many of 
us found it frustrating that many fine orchids 
had no labels attached, and up to the time 
our bus left for the return home on Sunday, 
we still had no lists of the prizewinners. 
 
I particularly liked the spotted and blotched 
phalaenopsis orchids, some with quite large 
flowers, and there were a number of quality 
large sized cattleyas, too, spread around the 
exhibits.  Standard paphiopedilums were in 
abundance, too, and seem to be making a 
comeback to the exhibition benches. 
 
Top quality cymbidiums were rather thin on 
the ground, apparently many of the top 
Sydney growers were waiting for their local 
shows to display their best orchids.  
Australian natives were rather sparse, also, 
with the cold weather conditions this winter 
delaying their appearance. 
 
Meeting up with a number of old friends and 
acquaintances was, as always, one of the 
best part of any Conference.  A few visitors 
had some health issues whilst attending the 
Conference, which was sad, but it serves to 
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contrast and emphasize the good times which 
we can enjoy at these times, and I know from 
many comments, the trip was enormously 
successful. 
 
The next AOC Conference is in Werribee, 
Victoria, in September 2009. 
 
You don’t have to wait till then to enjoy good 
times with orchid folk.  Come along to the 
SAROC Fair at Walkerville next June, or plan 
to attend the Victorian Country Challenge 
next July in Bendigo.  The Vics have some 
very good orchids and display ideas, even if 
some of their football teams may not always 
measure up. 
 
 

VIRUS IN ORCHIDS 
 
Ever since the early 1960’s South Australian 
growers have been made aware, through the 
clubs, of the scourge of virus disease in 
orchids, and their debilitating and sometimes 
flower blemishing capabilities.  Experienced 
growers were detailed to inform newer 
members about what symptoms plant leaves 
show which might indicate the presence of 
virus in their plants. 
 
Unless the plant has special value, the best 
procedure could well be to discard the plant.  
Destroy it. Don’t pass it on to unsuspecting 
newer growers. 
 
Virus particles are very tiny and can enter 
other plants through rubbing damage to the 
leaves or via roots, especially at times of 
breaking and dividing plants.  Infected sap on 
fingers is easily transferred during dividing.,  
Wash your hands with soap between plants.  
Dr Franchki, of Waite Research, advised at a 
club meeting that the outer covering of the 
virus cells can be inactivated by this simple 
procedure. 
 
Some virus particles are very resilient, and 
can remain on empty pots for up to 12 
months – so don’t re-use pots without 
washing in an anti viral disinfecting solution. 
Pollen from infected plants is easily 
transmitted to a mother plant, resulting in 
infection, so ensure your donor plant is free of 
virus before attempting a cross. 
 
The problem in identifying virus is that 
differing types of leaf blotching can show up 

from one type of virus in different plants 
(rings, mottles, diamond patterns etc.).  Some 
plants can even carry virus without visible 
symptoms for a long time and over varying 
seasonal conditions, then suddenly making 
an appearance.  Not all viruses show on new 
growths, but this can be one giveaway when 
the new leads start to grow. 
 
The whole conundrum is made worse as 
some leaf markings and patterns are caused 
not by virus but by fungal disease like 
glomerella, or over fertilising problems 
causing root damage. 
 
If you have plants with yellowing pattern 
marks on the leaves, with blackening and 
necrotic areas, isolate your plant, and get 
some advice from an experienced grower. 
 
The Orchid Club started a Virus advice 
committee which has been emulated by other 
clubs including ours, and judges and 
experienced growers like Kel Staples or Noel 
Oliver can advise you. 
 
Richard Fishlock has recently delivered talks 
on how to identify symptoms, and imparts 
good preventative and precautionary advice 
on handling of your plants when dividing. 
 
Virus presence can be detected by 
serological tests, or more recently, by 
electron microscope examination, to see the 
tiny particles, which can be rod or ball shaped 
to varying degrees depending on the virus 
type. 
 
Testing was once carried out in Queensland, 
where leaf samples could be sent, but now is 
not available.  A commercial identification 
service is currently available from Tasmania, 
where, for a $16.50, fee sections of a leaf 
showing symptoms can be sent and tested 
using electron microscope technology. 
 
Kel Staples, a long-standing member of virus 
identifying panels has details of how to 
contact this service, (or see the editor.) 
 
Many other garden plants can be affected by 
virus disease – tomatoes, cucumbers, 
hippeastrums, bulbs, apples and a host of 
others.  Practice plant hygiene every time you 
handle plant tissue, and maintain a keen 
lookout for infected plants, and you can have 
many years of happy growing. 
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Kevin & Helen’s Photo Album 
 

Canada and Alaska 
 

 
 

7th Heaven-Blackcombe Mountain Whistler BC 
 

 
 

Black Bear-Skagway Alaska 
 

 
 

Columbia Icefields-Alberta-Canada 
 

 
 

Pyramid Falls-British Columbia-Canada 
 

 
 

Snow Coach 
 

 
 

Mt Robson-British Columbia-Canada 
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ORCHIDS OF EYRE PENINSULA 
 

 
 

Arachnorchis aff macroclavia-Pt Lincoln 
 

 
 

Calandenia aff. dilata-Mona 
 

 
 

Diuris orientis-Pt Lincoln 
 

 
 

Arachnorchis brumalis-Wanilla 
 

 
 

Pheladenia deformis-Pt Lincoln 
 

 
 

Ptst biseta-Mona 
 

 
 

Pyrorchis nigricans-Wanilla 
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PORT MACQUARIE 
CONFERENCE 

 
Photos provided by Trevor Jacob 
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AUTUMN SHOW 2006 KLEMZIG 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grand Champion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reserve Champion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Champion Seedling 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Second Division  Champion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First Division Champion 
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COMPETITION RESULTS JULY 2006 
 
CYMBIDIUM over 90mm 
 
Open Div 
1st Cym. Lunar Blaze Johnston Orchids 
First Div 
1st Cym. Paarl Pearl ‘Barbara’ B Knobben 
2nd Cym. Arcadian Sunrise ‘Golden Fleece’ 
                                                  J & K Whibley 
3rd Cym. President Gorbachev x 
                   (Valley Royale x Cloris Jean) B Knobben 
Second Div 
1st Cym. Baltic Glacier ‘Mint Ice’ R Lonsdale 
2nd Cym. Luana ‘Pink Champagne’ Ben Bolt 
 
CYMBIDIUM 60mm – 90mm 
 
Open Div 
1st Cym. Pendragon ‘Broadmoor T Bourne 
2nd Cym. Margaret Thatcher ‘Perfection’ T Bourne 
3rd Cym. Red Valley x Willunga Eyecatcher’ T Bourne 
First Div 
1st Cym. Ruby Valley ‘Clare’ B Knobben 
2nd Cym. Pure Sarah ‘Purity’ B Knobben 
3rd Cym. Aussie Rules M & M Page 
Second Div 
1st Cym. unknown Simcock 
2nd Cym. unknown Simcock 
 
CYMBIDIUM under 60mm 
 
Open Div 
1st Cym. Morialta ‘Morialta Falls’ A & M Phillips 
2nd Cym. Mini Volcano T Bourne 
First Div 
1st Cym. Sarah Jean ‘Goldilocks’ B Knobben 
Second Div 
1st Cym. Wilpea ‘Camden’ G Salman 
2nd Cym. Malanie P Carmen 
 
 
 
 
 

STANDARD CATTLEYA 
 
Second Div 
1st Lc. Shellie Compton ‘Touch of Class’ M Harper 
2nd Bc. Dream Trader ‘Aranbeen’ M Harper 
 
NOVELTY CLUSTER CATTLEYA 
 
Open Div 
1st Lc. Scarlet Imp ‘Paradise’ K & G Staples 
2nd Lc. Scarlet Imp ‘Paradise’ K & G Staples 
Second Div 
1st Blc. Koolan Orange ‘Lisa Ann’ M Harper 
 
STANDARD PAPHIOPEDILUM 
 
Open Div 
1st Paph. Flinders Park K & G Staples 
2nd Paph. Insigne x Small World T Bourne 
 
 
NOVELTY PAPHIOPEDILUM 
 
Open Div 
1st Paph. Crossianum T Bourne 
2nd Paph. Auroreum K & G Staples 
 
CATTLEYA & ALLIED GENERA 
 
Second Div 
1st Cookara Tropical Snowflake M Harper 
 
SPECIES PAPHIOPEDILUM 
 
Open Div 
1st Paph. insigne T Bourne 
2nd Paph. gratrixianum K & G Staples 
3rd Paph. villosum T Bourne 
First Div 
1st Paph. insigne ‘Sanderae’ M & M Page 
 
 
 

SPECIES 
 
First Div 
1st Onc. ornithorynchum M & M Page 
2nd Stenoglottis longifolia K Trevan 
 
AUSTRALIAN NATIVE EPIPHYTE HYBRID 
 
Open Div 
1st Den. Esme Poulton x Hilda Poxon N Oliver 
2nd Den. Hilda Poxon ‘Gwen J’ A & M Phillips 
First Div 
1st Den. Ellen J & K Whibley 
2nd Den. Aussie Ruby K Trevan 
Second Div 
1st Den. Victorian Bride ‘Genesis’ M Harper 
2nd Den. Rutherford ‘Blushing Bride’ M Harper 
 
AUSTRALIAN NATIVE TERRESTRIAL HYBRID 
 
Open Div 
1st Ptst. Nodding Grace L Burgess 
First Div 
1st Ptst. Nodding Grace K & J Whibley 
 
AUSTRALIAN NATIVE TERRESTRIAL SPECIES 
 
Open Div 
1st Ptst. nana McCauley Family 
 
MILTONIA/ONCIDIUM/ODONTOGLOSSUM 
 
First Div 
1st Onc. Sweet Sugar P & V Speer 
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SEEDLING 
 
Open Div. 
1st Cym. Lunar Blaze Johnston Orchids 
2nd Cym. President Gorbachev x  
                   (Valley Royale x Cloris Jean) T Bourne 
3rd Cym. Red Valley x Willunga Eyecatcher T Bourne 
First Div 
1st Fisherara Bill Fisher K Trevan 
2nd Cym. President Gorbachev x 
                   (Valley Royale x Cloris Jean) B Knobben 
3rd Zga. Kuitpo ‘Pt Pirie’ K Trevan 
 
ZYGOPETALUM 
 
First Div 
1st Fisherara Bill Fisher K Trevan 
2nd Zcx. Nova K Trevan 
3rd Z. Advance Australia K Trevan 
Second Div 
1st Zga. Beverley Simcock 
 
 
POPULAR VOTE 
 
Open Div 
1st Cym. Lunar Blaze Johnston Orchids 
2nd Den. Hilda Poxon ‘Gwen J’ A & M Phillips 
3rd Cym. President Gorbachev x  
                   (Valley Royale x Cloris Jean) T Bourne 
First Div 
1st Cym. Ruby Valley ‘Clare’ B Knobben 
2nd Cym. Pure Sarah ‘Purity’ B Knobben 
3rd Cym. Sarah Jean ‘Goldilocks’ B Knobben 
Second Div 
1st Lc. Shellie Compton ‘Touch of Class’ M Harper 
2nd Bc. Dream Trader ‘Aranbeen’ M Harper 
3rd Den. Victorian Bride ‘Genesis’ M Harper 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BEST IN DIVISION 
 
Open Division 
 
 Cym. Lunar Blaze 
 
 grown by Johnston Orchids 
 
First Division 
 
 Onc. Sweet Sugar 
 
 grown by M & M Page 
 
Second Division 
 
 Lc. Shellie Compton ‘Touch of Class’ 
 
 Grown by Miles Harper 
 
REGISTRAR’S CHOICE 
 
 Paph. villosum 
 
 grown by K & G Staples 
 
 
 
 
 
PLANT REGISTRATIONS 
 
Cym. Blazing Fury x Lunar Flame = Cym Lunar Blaze 
 
Agwa. Zodiac  x Zga. Dynamite  = Fisherara Bill Fisher 
 

 
 
 

MORE FROM THE CONFERECE 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 


