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2007 PROGRAMME 
  

FEBRUARY MEETING 
 

Trevor Jacob will be our guest speaker this meeting.  This will be the first meeting we will be using 
our new digital projector, and we will present a resume of some of the newer cymbidiums shown 
last year, mostly within SA, but also including some views of those seen at the recent Aust. 
Conference plus other fine orchids we can grow as well. 
 
The emphasis will be on some of the newer seedlings and other good ones available as 
mericlones.  It will be a benchmark meeting for showing the quality of plants being grown by some 
of our experienced growers, and the crossings which we should be selecting for our own 
collections.  
 
We are finalising the dates for our guest list of speakers.  Once these are fixed we will let you all 
know.  If you know of a good speaker or have a subject which you would like to have included, 
please let someone on the Committee know, we may still be able to fit it in..  
 

 
 

BIRTHDAYS FOR FEBRUARY 
 

Happy Birthday to these members who are celebrating their birthdays this month.. 
 

Robert Gunn  Rob. McNamee Dawn Vogler 
 

Carmen Walker-Galpin  Beryl Wilson. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2006 PRESIDENT’S REPORT  

Next Committee Meeting: Pulteney Grammar School 28th February 2007 8:00pm 
Next Judges Meeting Pulteney Grammar School. To Be Advised 8:00pm 
Next SA Regional AOC Judging Panel Meeting:  19th  March 2007  7:30pm 
 at Pulteney Grammar School  South Tce. Adelaide 

The Executive Committee of the S.A. Orchidaceous Society Inc.  
 

 
PRESIDENT      
VICE PRESIDENTS Mr. A. Davies 
 Mr T. Jacob 
Im PAST PRESIDENT Mr P French 
SECRETARY Dr. Tony Bourne    8356 9523   
  P.O. Box 161 Brooklyn Park S.A.  5032 
TREASURER Mr R Gunn    8298 1809 
COMMITTEE Mr. J. Dunn 
 Mr. D. Johnston 
 Mr. K Trevan 
 Mr. R. McNamee 
 Mr. P. Speer  
 Mr. C. Tilbrook 
REGISTRAR of JUDGES Mr. D. Johnston 
SHOW MARSHAL Dr. A. Bourne 
REVIEW EDITOR Mr. T. Jacob    8346 6155 
ASSISTANT EDITOR Mr. R. McNamee    8322 8344 
  Email robba20@yahoo.com.au 
 

Articles in this Review 
may be reprinted with 

permission from the S.A. 
Orchidaceous Society Inc. 
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OUR NEW HALL. 
 

 
Feedback from members who attended our 
new hall last month was almost all positive.  
We still have to work out a few issues of 
making best use of the available space, and 
not having anywhere to store our cupboard is 
an inconvenience we need to work on, but in 
general, the ambience of the meeting space, 
the lighting, air conditioning, and sit-down 
area to enjoy a cuppa at the end of the 
meeting were all well received. 
 
As we know, we share the building with 
another friendly group, and to help them set 
up their meeting, the six parking spaces at 
the rear entrance to the complex should be 
left for them, please. 
 
Parking and access to the hall is easier than 
at our previous venue, so why not consider 
bringing along your blooming plants for other 
members to admire? 
 
 

LAST MEETING 
 
Vice president, Alan Davies chaired the 
meeting last month, the first at our new 
venue. 
 
The feature section of the meeting was 
delivered by Noel Oliver in the absence of 
Deane Johnston who was in hospital for an 
operation on his shoulder.  Noel ably 
presented slides and commentary of 
seedlings and other orchids seen throughout 
our meetings and shows last year.  These 
Society photos were taken by our official 
photographer, John Seidel.   
 
Thank you for stepping in at the last minute, 
Noel.  It’s reassuring to know we’ve always 
got some knowledgeable member willing to 
help out when needed. 
 
 

THIS MEETING 
 

Wednesday 21st February. 
 

The availability of digital cameras and 
projectors has advanced the ease and 
convenience of presenting views of orchids 
(and other subjects, too, of course), 

We are taking advantage of this technology to 
show some of the orchids which impressed 
me last season, and which I snapped with my 
digital camera.  The emphasis will be on 
cymbidiums, but there are a number of others 
which I liked, too, for one reason or another, 
so we will be looking at other genera as well. 
 
Despite the shortage of rain this summer, 
some of my orchids are looking remarkably 
robust, and I have seen some very good 
flowering efforts in other people’s collections, 
so I’m hopeful we’ll have plenty of flowers for 
us all to see this meeting.  Our regular 
features like library, sales bench etc will be 
operating. 
 
The NEWER GROWER GROUP will be 
operating again this month, with Alan Davies 
discussing some of the many types of orchids 
which he and Iris grow. 
 
 

CHEERIO 
 

We send our best wishes to Ted Braddock, 
who remains in hospital following a serious 
operation. 
 
It was good to see Una Seidel back at the 
meeting last month, after she had suffered a 
bad fall late last year. 
 
 

KEL’S CORNER 
 
A new start for a new year 2007 also a new 
venue.  As well more severe water 
restrictions will no doubt affect us all and 
considering all these problems, a nice display 
of plants was benched. 
 
The Open section was well supported with 
Ted Braddock’s Neofinetia falcata growing in 
a 20cm pot, filled by the plant which was 
covered with many 2 ½ cm fragrant flowers 
and some buds. 
 
D. & J. Higgs Phragmipedium. pearcei var 
gigantum was growing in a 7cm cylinder pot 
with I plus ½ growth carrying a ¾ m. length 
spike of a pale green flower the sepals 
brown, a plant when grown on will be a 
pleasure to see. 
 
Zga. Adelaide Meadows ‘Gary’ belonging to 
G. & C. Hime was growing in a 17cm pot 
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which was filled by the plant, carrying 1 
raceme of 6 flowers and 2 buds.  The strong 
flowers pale green heavily barred brown with 
a purple labellum. 
 
A squat pot of LC. Casitas ‘Spring May’ X 
Love Knot ‘HvR’ carried one 12 cm purple 
flower of good shape and quality belonging to 
S. & B. Huddleston. 
 
R. & B. Wilson’s Blc. Waianae Leopard 
‘Chine Hua’ was growing in a 17cm pot with 6 
flowers of a pale green colour heavily spotted 
brown the lip purple, a nice flower. 
 
Noel Oliver benched an unusual plant of 
Aerides. Korat Koki, a vandaceous type.  
There were 2 trailing racemes with 30 plus 
flowers and buds.  The 2 1/2 cm flowers of a 
nice pink did not show off well because of the 
type, although of interest. 
 
In the First Division Kevin Trevan benched 
quite a number of plants of Promenaeas, a 
miniature genus allied to zygopetalums.  All 
were growing in full 10cm pots and with 
many, mainly hanging down, flowers about 
4cm in size, all with pale yellow flowers, but 
each with different labellum colourings, some 
with fine brown to deeper brown/yellow spots, 
and some with red/brown spots.  The flowers 
last quite well if they’re anything like mine. 
 
Oncidium. flexuosum grown by P. & V. Speer 
was growing in an unusual container about 
35cm long and 7cm wide made of bird netting 
and holding mesh for the plant to cling to.  
There were 7 racemes of many fine yellow 
and brown flowers. 
 
A. & I. Davies’ plant of Onc. Splinter x 
sphacelatum was growing in a 17cm pot with 
1 raceme of 2 ½ cm flowers with nice yellow 
labellums, the other segments brown and 
yellow.  There were 25 flowers and 3 buds. 
 
M. & M. Page’s miltonidium was growing in a 
15cm pot which was filled by the plant.  There 
were 6 racemes with white labellums, brown 
in the centre, petals and sepals also brown, 
each flower tip brown, an attractive plant well 
grown. 
 
On the Second Division there were only 3 
plants.  J. & R. Dunn’s Zga. Pine Road ‘Jay 
Dee’ was growing in a 15cm pot with 2 
racemes of 3 and 4 flowers respectively.  The 

petals and sepals pale green/brown with nice 
brown blotches and a strong purple labellum. 
 
John. Dunn’s other plant was Agwa. Kiwi 
Sunrise growing in a 17cm pot with 2 
racemes of 3 plus 3 flowers on each.  The 
flowers pale green and spotted labellum, and 
with some deep brown spots. 
 
Considering a new venue in a new district 
there was a nice lot of flowers and all growers 
are to be congratulated for their efforts. 
 
Kel Staples. 
 
 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
 
A few members have not yet renewed your 
subscriptions for 2007.  Our new treasurer, 
Bob Gunn, will be pleased if these could be 
finalised soon.  It makes his job a bit easier. 
 
 

STANHOPEAS 
 
Some years, around this time of the year, we 
are fortunate to have a member bring along a 
flowering plant of a stanhopea. 
 
I say fortunate for a number of reasons.  
Firstly, the blooms last only 3 or 4 days 
before collapsing, secondly, the flowering 
habit of the plant of the plant of flowering out 
the bottom of the plant makes them difficult to 
transport, and then their extremely strong 
vanilla perfume makes carrying them in a car 
uncomfortable for some people. 
 
That said, they are so spectacular and weird, 
that they are popular with many growers, 
especially as they are easily grown in 
shadehouse conditions in a basic cymbidium 
type potting mix.   
 
It is essential to grow them in open weave 
and fairly shallow baskets, as the flower 
spikes grow down through the potting mix 
and out through the bottom of the container.  
This bizarre habit was not at first understood 
when they were introduced into England, and 
they were potted in normal pots. 
 
An open bark mix suits them well for growing 
in, and they will thrive in 50% shade in a wire 
basket lined with moss or paper-bark – 
something that the pointy flower spikes can 
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grow through and out the bottom of the 
basket.  They will need to be kept well 
watered in summer months, but need 
relatively little watering over winter, when the 
plants should be given plenty of light. 
 
Once the flowers are finished around Jan/Feb 
for most types) the new shoots develop and 
grow to make up the new pseudobulbs, and 
at this time they can be fed with slow release 
granules and other fertilisers up till about mid 
winter when their growing season finishes. 
 
In springtime, their flower spikes are initiated 
at the base of the buried pseudobulbs, when 
a blossom booster fertiliser – low nitrogen, 
higher phosphorus and potash- can be 
applied, and around summer to early autumn 
you may be lucky enough to see the pointy 
tips of flower spikes pushing through the 
bottom of their basket. 
 
The various species of stanhopeas were 
originally found in Mexico, Central and South 
America, generally up the slopes of the 
Andes.  They are, then, generally 
shadehouse subjects, but there are a few 
species which are found in the lower, more 
tropical climate areas.  Stanhopea tigrina, 
one of the easiest and earliest to flower is 
one of the more common species, but a 
number of others, both species and hybrids 
are regularly found in commercial catalogues.  
Why not try a few?  They will be a fascinating 
addition to your collection, even if you don’t 
get much opportunity to bring them along to a 
meeting. 
 
 
Alan Davies has obtained some notes 
relevant to Mr George Abell’s talk at our 
November meeting.  They will be most useful.  
Thank you, Alan and George. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GROWING SARCOCHILUS – 

  by GEORGE ABELL 

Welcome to the wonderful world of 
sarcochilus ( generally pronounced “sar-coe 
cy-lis” these days  If you can’t remember that, 
just call them sarcs.  
 
These wonderful Australian native orchids 
have come a long way since the first hybrid 
was registered in 1963 by Ira Butler.  It was of 
course the crossing of Sarc. hartmannii and 
Sarc fitzgeraldii, registered as FITZHART.  
There have been many crossings made since 
then but unfortunately, as the Sarcochilus 
crossings become more complex, they also 
become less viable as either pod or pollen 
parents.  To date there have only been 215 
registrations, which is a very small number 
compared to the multi thousands of 
registrations of some of the other cultivated 
species.  Progress has been made and there 
are now a variety of colours and markings 
ranging from various shapes of yellow, green, 
pink, orange and purple through to solid red.  
The solid reds are still extremely rare, 
although I am fortunate enough to have five 
different one – one of these I can only 
describe as black red.  All of these have 
fortunately multiplied. 
 
The markings also vary greatly with different 
sizes of spots, blotches, stripes and shadings 
of the centres and edges.  The centres are 
also of different colours and range in size 
from the small to covering 80% of the flower.  
The size of the flowers has also progressed 
from the normal ten cent size to some being 
considerably larger than a fifty cent piece.  I 
think the most remarkable thing about 
Sarcochilus is that each growth continues to 
grow and flower year after year, with the 
result that you can have many spikes in a 
relatively small pot. In general I grow in 100 
mm pots, and in these I get 10 to 15 spikes. 
 
I never grow beyond a 125mm (5”) squat pot 
and get 15 to 25 spikes in these. I said that a 
growth continues growing and flowering, but 
for me I only let them grow and flower for 3 or 
4 years. After this they become too tall and I 
break them up. Most of them flower again the 
next year.  Another thing to mention is that 
the single growths from the breakup are put 
into 80mm (3”) squat pots.  These are 
epiphytic plants, and the best roots are 
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always on the outside against the side of the 
pot.  Potting into large pots is only making it 
more difficult for the plant to get it’s roots out 
there.  They certainly begin their most active 
growth when the roots have reached the side 
of the pot.  
 
Although growing sarcochilus is in its infancy 
in Sth Aust. it is extremely popular in the 
Eastern States.  Warren Thomas and I go to 
the native orchid shows in N.S.W. and 
sometimes in Qld. every second year and to 
Vic. every year.  To illustrate this popularity, 
just imagine, if you can, the Sydney Native 
Orchid Soc. where they judge sarcanthinae in 
15 different categories.  We judge them 
lumped with everything else in two 
categories, Aust. Native Species and Aust. 
Native Hybrids.  I am a member of the 
Maribyrnong Orchid Soc. in Victoria and they 
have their show on the second week in 
November and can have 700 to 900 
sarcochilus benched.  What a magnificent 
sight.  What’s more amazing is that they have 
thirty or forty people lined up half an hour 
before the show starts, trying to be first at the 
trading table.  They let about seven in at a 
time to stop the stampede.  The first time 
Warren Thomas and I went we decided we 
would get there half an hour early and be first 
in – fat chance!  We now know it is the same 
every year.  They are after sarcs on the 
trading table.  Does this give you an idea of 
their popularity in the Eastern states?  
 
Next month, George will reveal some of his 
growing procedures which he so successfully 
uses in South Australia. 
 
 

 
 

Sarcochilus hartmanii 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS SOCIAL PHOTOS 
 
Alan Davies has sent along some snaps he 
took at our Christmas Social 
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COMPETITION RESULTS JANUARY 2007 
 
CYMBIDIUM under 60mm 
 
Open Div 
1st Cym. Mem. Emma Menninger ‘Rosalie’G & L Spear 
2nd Cym. Mad Magic ‘Amber’ J & D Higgs 
 
STANDARD CATTLEYA 
 
Open Div 
2nd Blc. Banjong White S & B Huddleston 
 
NOVELTY CATTLEYA 
 
Open Div 
1st Blc. Waianae Leopard ‘Ching Hua’ R & B Wilson 
2nd Blc. Makaha Gold R & B Wilson 
3rd Lc. Interceps T Bourne 
 
COCKTAIL CATTLEYA 
 
Open Div 
1st Lc. Casitas Spring x Love Knot S & B Huddleston 
2nd Blc. Erin Kobayashi x 
                           C. walkeriana S & B Huddleston 
 
CATTLEYA & ALLIED GENERA. 
 
First Div 
1st C. harrisoniae x Epi. Gentle Moments A & I Davies 
 
NOVELTY PAPHIOPEDILUM 
 
Open Div 
1st Paph. Yospur ‘Yosemite Sam’ P & C Galpin 
2nd Paph. Honey P & C Galpin 
3rd Paph. Woomera K & G Staples 
 
SPECIES PAPHIOPEDILUM 
 
Open Div 
1st Paph. sukhakulli ‘David Jones’ P & C Galpin 
 
 

SPECIES 
 
Open Div 
1st Neofineta falcata G & L Sear 
2nd Phrag. pearcii var giganteum D & J Higgs 
3rd Enc. cordigera T Bourne 
First Div 
1st Onc. flexuosum P & V Speer 
2nd Onc. schlimanii M & M Page 
 
DENDROBIUM 
 
Open Div 
1st Den. Fire Coral G & C Hime 
 
AUSTRALIAN NATIVE EPIPHYTE 
 
Second Div 
1st Den Hilda Poxon ‘Dunrobin’ J & R Dunn 
 
MILTONIA/ONCIDIUM/ODONTOGLOSSUM 
 
Open Div 
1st Onc. Golden Anniversary ‘Emas’ S & B Huddleston 
2nd Onc. Aloha ‘Iwanga’ T Braddock 
First Div 
1st Mltdm. Purple Sunset x 
                           Colm. Sphacetante M & M Page 
2nd Colm. Wildcatt ‘Bloodshot’ M & M Page 
3rd Colm. Wildcatt ‘Taiwan Pincess’ M & M Page 
 
MISCELLANEOUS 
 
Open Div 
1st Ascda. Unknown N Oliver 
2nd Phrag. Praying Mantis D & J Higgs 
3rd Epi. Middleburg ‘Maj’ T Braddock 
First Div 
1st Prom. stapelioides x Dinah Albight K Trevan 
2nd Prom. Florafest Sparkler K Trevan 
3rd Prom. Dinah Albright x guttata K Trevan 
 
 

SEEDLING 
 
Open Div. 
1st Paph. Yospur ‘Yosemite Sam’ P & C Galpin 
2nd Aerdv. New Dawn T Bourne 
3rd Phrag. pearcii var giganteum D & J Higgs 
First Div 
1st Prom. Dinah Albright x guttata K Trevan 
 
ZYGOPETALUM 
 
Open Div 
1st Zga. Adelaide Meadows ‘Gary’ G & C Hime 
First Div 
1st Z. Helen Ku ‘Blackout’ K Trevan 
2nd Agwa. Unknown K Trevan 
Second Div 
1st Zga. Pine Road ‘Jay Dee’ J & R Dunn 
2nd Agwa. Kiwi Sunrise J & R Dunn 
 
POPULAR VOTE 
 
Open Div 
1st Onc. Golden Anniversary ‘Emas’ S & B Huddleston 
2nd Blc. Waianae Leopard ‘Ching Hua’ R & B Wilson 
3rd Ascda. Unknown N Oliver 
First Div 
1st Mltdm. Purple Sunset x 
                           Colm. Sphacetante M & M Page 
2nd Onc. flexuosum P & V Speer 
3rd Prom Florafest Sparkler K Trevan 
Second Div 
1st Zga. Pine Road ‘Jay Dee’ J & R Dunn 
2nd Den Hilda Poxon ‘Dunrobin’ J & R Dunn 
3rd Agwa. Kiwi Sunrise J & R Dunn 
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PLANT REGISTRATIONS 
 
Blc. Sylvia Fry x C. walkeriana = Blc. Banjong White 
 
 
 

BEST IN DIVISION 
 
Open Division 
 
 Paph. Yospur ‘Yosemite Sam’ 
 
 grown by P & C Galpin 
 
First Division 
 
Miltonidium Purple Sunset x 
                        Colm. Sphacetante 
 
 grown by M & M Page 
 
Second Division 
 
 Zga. Pine Road ‘Jay Dee’ 
 
 Grown by J & R Dunn 
 
REGISTRAR’S CHOICE 
 
 Paph. Yospur ‘Yosemite Sam’ 
 
 grown by P & C Galpin 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


