
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

PRESIDENT 
 

SECRETARY 
Dr Tony Bourne 

8356 9523   
PO Box 161 Brooklyn Park SA 5032 

TREASURER 
Mr Robert Gunn 

8298 1809 

 

 

Meetings are held on the third Wednesday of each Month, at the Western Link Uniting Church 
Cnr. Crittenden & Hammond Rds.  FINDON. 

 

Next Meeting  WEDNESDAY  January 17th  2007 

Volume 42 No.1 January 2007 
The Official Publication of 

The South Australian Orchidaceous Society Inc. 
 

Affiliated with 
Australian Orchid Council 

South Australian Regional Orchid Council 
American Orchid Society 

 
Web Site www.geocities.com/saorchidaceous   mailto:saorchidaceous@yahoo.com.au 

 

Den. Bardo Rose ‘Pink Delight’ 
2005 Spring Show Champion  



 

 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2007 PROGRAMME 
  

Our first meeting for 2007 will be a presentation by our Judging Registrar, Deane 

Johnston, about the seedlings and superior plants presented by members throughout the 

monthly meetings and Shows last year.  Deane has slides of many of these plants, and his 

comments on both the quality of them from a show bench point of view, and discussion of 

their cultural needs, will make an informative meeting to help us all to improve our 

collections. 

 

Our guest list of speakers for next year is almost complete.  Remember, if you know of a good 
speaker or have a subject that you would like to have included, please let someone on the 
Committee know, so your suggestion can be considered. 
 

 
 

BIRTHDAYS FOR JANUARY 
 

Happy Birthday to these members who are celebrating their birthdays this month.. 
 
 

John Dunn Helen Gurney  Jane Higgs  Bill Huckel  Lucy Spear 
 

Murray Page  Mavis Phillips  John Seidel  Alan Sim   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next Committee Meeting: Pulteney Grammar School 24th January 2007 8:00pm 
Next Judges Meeting Pulteney Grammar School 5th February 2006. 8:00pm 
Next SA Regional Judging Panel Meeting:  19th March 2007  7:30pm 
 Pulteney Grammar School South Tce. Adelaide 

The Executive Committee of the S.A. Orchidaceous Society Inc.  
 

 
PRESIDENT      
VICE PRESIDENTS Mr. A. Davies 
 Mr T. Jacob 
Im PAST PRESIDENT Mr P French 
SECRETARY Dr. Tony Bourne    8356 9523   
  P.O. Box 161 Brooklyn Park S.A.  5032 
TREASURER Mr R Gunn    8298 1809 
COMMITTEE Mr. J. Dunn 
 Mr. D. Johnston 
 Mr. K Trevan 
 Mr. R. McNamee 
 Mr. P. Speer  
 Mr. C. Tilbrook 
REGISTRAR of JUDGES Mr. D. Johnston 
SHOW MARSHAL Dr. A. Bourne 
REVIEW EDITOR Mr. T. Jacob    8346 6155 
ASSISTANT EDITOR Mr. R. McNamee    8322 8344 
  Email robba20@yahoo.com.au 
 

Articles in this Review 
may be reprinted with 

permission from the S.A. 
Orchidaceous Society Inc. 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE. 
 

We announced previously that we would be 
moving to a new monthly meeting hall from 
January, but the location for our meetings has 
been changed  
 

From this coming 
meeting we will be 
moving to the new 
Uniting Church building 
situated on the corner of 
Crittenden Rd. and 
Hammond Rd. at Findon.   
 
The hall will be available from 7 pm., 
Committee members who inspected the hall 
have been impressed by its quality and 
facilities, and as it is available from this 
month, there would be little point in moving to 
the previously advised venue at Cowandilla, 
and then having to shift again later. 
 
We will need some helpers to set up the 
trestles for plant displays, and again at the 
end of the night to return the hall to the 
condition in which we found it, so if you can 
arrive early and help, your assistance will be 
appreciated.  
 

LAST MEETING 
 
Vice president Trevor Jacob chaired the 
meeting last month, which was preceded by 
our Christmas dinner.  Feedback from 
members has indicated that we were very 
happy with the food and service provided, 
and of course, the subsidised cost was very 
welcome.  The dinner was followed by our 
regular Christmas social meeting, at which 
the annual winners of our plant competitions 
were announced and trophies awarded.  (See 
later) 
 
Committee is grateful to all those people who 
worked towards making the evening a 
success – like those responsible for hall 
decorations, organising and providing the 
food, sweets, drinks etc and entertainment.  
The Christmas raffle was supported by many 
members who provided a large and diverse 

range of prizes, and who enthusiastically 
bought tickets. 
 
All in all, it was a thoroughly enjoyable 
meeting and a fitting end to another year of 
successful activities within our Society. 
 . 
 

THIS MEETING 
 

Wednesday 17th January. 
 
Deane Johnston, our Judging Registrar, will 
present the feature item of the evening, when 
he will discuss the best of last year’s seedling 
orchids, assisted by photos taken by our 
photographer, John Seidel.   
 
The best seedling in each of our judging 
divisions every month is selected by the 
judges, and from these the whole panel 
selects the best seedling of the night.  Each 
judge then allocates a point score to that 
plant and the slips are sealed in an envelope 
until the end of the year, when the envelopes 
are opened and the average points tally for 
each of the monthly winners is determined.  
This procedure is also undertaken for the 
best seedling in each Division at our shows.  
The winning seedling for the year is the one 
with the highest average points score.  It is 
surprising how close some of the averages 
are.   
 
Observations and discussion about these 
winning seedlings can give valuable pointers 
to members who may be contemplating 
buying similar crossings to improve their own 
collections, and this January meeting could 
be valuable to help you improve your plants.  
Part of the fun of orchid growing is the 
knowledge that you have something new and 
different from anyone else – that is one big 
advantage of growing seedling orchids. 
 
Our regular monthly features will again be in 
operation. 
 
We are still seeking someone to supervise 
the supper arrangements each month – 
things like bringing the milk, coffee, biscuits 
etc.  Other members on the supper roster will 
assist with the serving from the very nice 
kitchen at our new hall.  Can you help?? 
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NEWER GROWERS GROUP. 
 

This feature, introduced last year, appears to 
be popular and we will commence this year 
with a discussion by Peter Speer, one of our 
long term experienced growers and judge. 
Peter will talk about growing the native 
terrestrial greenhood orchids, some of which 
can be found growing in the Adelaide hills.   
 
The talk and practical demonstration will start 
around 7.30 pm, and any of our members, 
not just the newer growers, are invited to 
participate. 
 
 

JUDGING PROMOTIONS. 
 

Two of our exhibitors have amassed the 
number of points over the past three years to 
push them to a higher judging division 
category.  They are Ben Knobben and Bob 
and Leslie Gunn.  They have been promoted 
from First to Open Division for the coming 
year.  Congratulations to these exhibitors, 
whose results over the past years have 
proven them to be superior growers with top 
class plants. 
 
 

CHEERIO 
 

It’s bad enough finding yourself on the sick 
list any time during the year, but it can be 
particularly irksome at Christmas time when 
everything and everyone is so busy.   
 
So our special thoughts at this time are to 
Sheila Hellawell, who finds she has to have 
some operations on her hands, and to Deane 
Johnston, who has hurt his shoulder. 
Casting our net a bit wider, I heard that Joyce 
Whan, a stalwart of the Mount 
Gambier/Millicent clubs has been back in 
hospital again.  John Welsh, from Stawell, too 
has been in hospital for a serious operation. 
 
We hope you all recover quickly, and are 
soon able to return to good health and orchid 
growing with your many friends. 
 
Please let the editor know if you know any 
one who has been on the sick list.  
 
 

KEL’S CORNER 
 
You’ll see that Kel Staples has no 
contribution this month, due to there not 
being a plant competition at the Christmas 
meeting.  Makes a difference, doesn’t it, 
when his comments on eye catching plants at 
the monthly meetings is missing? 
 
Kel has been providing this service for many 
years now, and I know his notes are 
anticipated each month.  As Editor, I too am 
grateful to Kel, who writes out and posts his 
notes to me regularly and promptly after each 
meeting. 
 
Thank you, Kel, for your contributions to the 
Review every month over the whole year.  
Your contributions are highly regarded by all 
exhibitors and members.  
 
 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
 
Please don’t forget to promptly renew your 
subs. for the ensuing year.  It makes the 
Treasurer’s job that much easier if they don’t 
have to be followed up. 
 
They remain at $20 for single membership, 
and $30 per couple, which we believe is 
excellent value for 12 meetings, monthly 
Review, opportunities to show your plants 
with a competent AOC judging panel, some 
subsidised activities and together with 
organised social outings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 5 

AUSTRALIAN ORCHID 
FOUNDATION 

DISCUSSION PAPER No 58 
 

SEEDLINGS –INVESTMENT IN 
THE FUTURE. 

 
What is a seedling?  So often people are 
confused about the difference between a 
seedling and a mericlone. 
 
A seedling is a plant resulting from the growth 
of a single orchid seed, formed by the union 
of a male pollen grain with a female ovum 
from the pod parent.  It is a uniquely new 
plant which inherits various characteristics 
from each of its parents.  Even when an 
orchid is crossed with itself (a selfing), or 
when two separate plants of the same 
species are crossed, genetic variation occurs 
in the resultant seedlings. 
 
A mericlone, on the other hand, is a plant 
which results from an attempt to replicate 
plant tissue from a superior clone, so as to 
produce plants identical to the parent donor 
plant.  It results from multiplication of tissue 
from the meristematic area (microscopic 
growing tip) of a single plant.  Barring 
mutations, all resulting plants have an exactly 
identical makeup, and will be identical to the 
original plant.   
 
With seedlings, following pollination, the seed 
pod develops until ripe (or almost ripe for 
green pod culture).  The time varies 
depending on the type of orchid – cyms take 
6-9 months pollination to harvesting, followed 
by 9-12 months in initial flasking, and then 
reflasking, before a viable plant suitable for 
the outside environment is available.  For 
most growers, a 3-5 year period of nurture 
will then produce a flowering result. 
 
We can see, therefore, that the time involved, 
where there is no guarantee of a favourable 
outcome, means that seedling production is 
generally left to commercial growers or 
enthusiasts who have studied the genetics of 
the parents so as to produce superior results.  
It is, however, almost invariably through   
seedlings that advances in breeding occur. 
 
Advances may take the form of a show 
champion, a new shape or colour, or some 

other outstanding feature.  The chances are 
small, even given the constant improvements 
in genetic material available in parents and 
the better knowledge possessed by 
hybridisers – perhaps one in a hundred or 
more seedlings show significant advances, 
but the chances are improving, and 
satisfaction and rewards are great when the 
exceptional seedling appears. 
 
In the case of cymbidiums, many avenues 
are available in breeding lines, and rewards 
are available in all of them.  For many 
growers, the show bench orchid is most 
appealing, and probably the majority of 
crossings are made with this end in view.  In 
addition, seedlings with potential for new 
shapes and colours and colour combinations 
are becoming available, as well as those 
showing traits like extended flowering times, 
perfume, warmth tolerance, super 
productivity, and other desirable features. 
 
Most good collections contain a number of 
seedlings, and it is best to add to these 
regularly.  With small collections, a few may 
be purchased each year from the various 
catalogues available.  Bear in mind that 
descriptions only describe the expectations, 
and that hybridists are invariably great 
optimists.  If you have room, more seedlings, 
or a few community pots comprising a 
number of seedlings from the same crossing 
may be grown. 
 
You are never too old or too young to start 
growing seedlings, and once a collection has 
become established over a period of time, 
there is the constant excitement and 
expectation of seeing what uniquely new 
flowers appear each year. 
 
Be a part of the excitement and part of the 
future of orchid growing.  Gordon Hime last 
year had the double pleasure of not only 
flowering some seedlings with great potential, 
but the crossing was made by him using a 
high quality parent exclusive to him. 
 
You, too, may be the lucky one. 
 
The above discussion has been based, with 
minor variations, on the Australian Orchid 
Foundation Awareness Campaign Paper 
No58 
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JANUARY 17th MEETING 
 
 

REMEMBER, THE JANUARY 
MEETING IS AT OUR NEW 
VENUE, AT THE CORNER OF 
CRITTENDEN AND HAMMOND 
ROADS, FINDON. 
 
UBD Street Directory Ref. 
  Map 104 N 15 
 
WE ARE STILL SEEKING 
NOMINATION FOR A 
PRESIDENT!! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

2006 JUDGING COMPETITION ANNUAL AGGREGATE RESULTS 
 
Second Division 
  
CYMBIDIUM >90mm BOLT B 
CYMBIDIUM 60-90mm HELLAWELL S 
CYMBIDIUM <60mm HELLAWELL S 
STANDARD CATTLEYA HARPER M 
NOVELTY CLUSTER CATTLEYA CARMAN P&J 
DENDROBIUM DUNN J&R 
AUST NATIVE EPIPHYTE HYBRID HARPER M 
AUST NATIVE EPIPHYTE SPECIES DUNN J&R 
ZYGOPETALUM BOLT B 
POPULAR VOTE HELLAWELL S 

 
First Division 
 
CYMBIDIUM >90mm KNOBBEN B 
CYMBIDIUM 60-90mm KNOBBEN B 
CYMBIDIUM <60MM BRAND B&S  
NOVELTY CATTLEYA SIM A&M 
NOVELTY CLUSTER CATTLEYA SPEER P&V  
COCKTAIL CATTLEYA TILBROOK C&J 
SPECIES PAPH SPEER P&V 
SPECIES GUNN R&L, SPEER P&V 
AUST NATIVE EPIPHYTE HYBRID WHIBLEY K&J 
AUST NATIVE EPIPHYTE SPECIES SPEER P&V, DAVIES A&I, GUNN R&L 
AUST NATIVE TERRESTRIAL SPECIES SPEER P&V  
AUST NATIVE TERRESTRIAL HYBRID GUNN R&L 
MILTONIA/ODONTOGLOSSUM PAGE M&M 
MISCELLANEOUS TILBROOK C&J 
SEEDLING TREVAN K 
ZYGOPETALUM TREVAN K 
POPULAR VOTE KNOBBEN B 
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Open Division 
 
CYMBIDIUM >90mm NICHOLLS J&S  
CYMBIDIUM 60-90MM NICHOLLS J&S  
CYMBIDIUM <60MM PHILLIPS A&M 
STANDARD CATTLEYA STAPLES K&G 
NOVELTY CATTLEYA HUDDLESTON S&B 
NOVELTY CLUSTER CATTLEYA STAPLES K&G 
COCKTAIL CATTLEYA HUDDLESTON S&B 
CATTLEYA & ALLIED HIME G&C 
NOVELTY PAPH BOURNE T 
STANDARD PAPH STAPLES K&G 
SPECIES PAPH STAPLES K&G 
SPECIES HIME G&C 
DENDROBIUM HIME G&C 
AUST NATIVE EPIPHYTE HYBRID HIME G&C 
AUST NATIVE TERRESTRIAL SPECIES HIGGS D&J 
AUST NATIVE TERRESTRIAL HYBRID BURGESS L 
MILTONIA/ODONTOGLOSSUM HUDDLESTON S&B 
MISCELLANEOUS HIGGS D&J 
SEEDLING HIGGS D&J 
ZYGOPETALUM HIME G&C 
POPULAR VOTE HAZELDINE G&M 

 
 
 
 

2006 AGGREGATE Trophy Winners 
 

 
 
Cymbidium Cup:    J &S Nicholls 
Driffield Cup (Cattleya):   K & G Staples 
Memoria Melva Oliver (Aust Native): L & R Gunn 
Memoria Edite Nicholls (Seedling):  Johnston Orchids 
 
 




