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Fred & Faye Cawse’s fine vanda at the November meeting.  They regularly show plants of this genus, reputed to 

be not so easy to grow and flower here in Adelaide. 
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LIFE MEMBERS 
 

Brian Brand    Shirley Brand    Alan Davies,   Iris Davies,   
 Kevin Gurney,   Trevor Jacob,    Margaret Jacob,   Deane Johnston,    

, Noel Oliver    Kel Staples,     and   Peter Speer. 
 

Happy New Year to all our members and their families. 

2017 PROGRAMME 
 

January 18th 2017. 

PLANT REVIEW of 2016’s Seedlings, plus Others.. 

 Our Judging Registrar, Don Higgs will present a review of last year’s plants, 

including the best seedling bloomed each month and at shows.  We regularly saw quality 

plants in widely varying genera, some very close to award quality.  John Seidel’s photos 

always look impressive on the large screen.  Plant competitions leading towards the Annual 

Aggregate points competition will commence. this month.  
 

BIRTHDAYS FOR JANUARY 2017 
Happy Birthday to these members who are having birthdays this month. 

 

Denise Cassar    Anton Drew  John Dunn Ralph Edwards        Helen Gurney 
 

Jane Higgs Murray Page John Seidel Lucy Spear. 
 

Members – if your name’s not here and it should be, please let Trevor Jacob know.  We’re still recovering from a 
computer failure where some of our records were lost. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Next Committee Meeting: Pulteney Grammar School 23rd January2017 7.30pm 

Next Judges Meeting Pulteney Grammar School. 6
th

 February 2017. 7.30pm 
Next SA Regional Judging Panel Meeting:   Pulteney Grammar School   To be confirmed  7.30pm 

 

The Executive Committee of the S.A. Orchidaceous Society Inc.  

2017 

PRESIDENT Deane Johnston    8380 5064 

 

VICE PRESIDENTS Mr. A. Davies and Mr T Jacob 

  

Im PAST PRESIDENT Mr K Gurney.  

 

SECRETARY Mrs Pauline Simcock    8390 2212   

  P.O. Box 161 Brooklyn Park S.A.  5032 

TREASURER Mr G Simcock 8390 2212 

 

COMMITTEE Mr. Dr A Bourne Mrs J Higgs 

 Mrs D Bird  

 Ms J Taylor Mrs B Semmens 

 

REGISTRAR of JUDGES Mr. Don Higgs 

SHOW MARSHAL Dr. A. Bourne 

REVIEW EDITOR Mr. T. Jacob    8346 6155 

Articles in this Review 

may be reprinted with 

permission from the S.A. 

Orchidaceous Society Inc. 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT  
Season’s greetings to all our members, 

and we trust that 2017 is an even better year for 
you with growing and showing your orchids.  We 
look forward with anticipation of the new season’s 
seedlings and new plants, noting the advances in 
quality of the parents being used these days. 

 A varied line up of interesting 
speakers on aspects of orchid culture is being 
prepared, and we are confident that we will have 
subjects of interest to you.  If you have any 
requests or suggestions which might have general 
appeal, your ideas will be most welcome for 
consideration by your committee.  This is your 
society, and your ideas are likely to be valued by 
other members too    

 
 

Management team 2017.  One half follows a good 
football team; one doesn’t. 

Deane Johnston 

PAST PRESIDENT’S 2016 
ANNUALREPORT 

 Good evening, members.  I present my 
2016 Annual Report for your information, on the 
occasion of our Annual General meeting.  Our 
2016 year commenced with our traditional 
Christmas dinner , which this time was attended 
by approx.. 65 members and partners.  As usual, 
our Society subsidised the meal so that members 
paid only $5 per head, with visitors paying the 
whole $25 cost. 
 Our January meeting was a review of the 
plants and seedlings shown during the year.  We 
had some excellent guest speakers over the 
months on all aspects of orchid culture. 
 It proved an excellent year for our major 
shows, as each one has been a success in its own 
right, due to the support and help from you, the 
members.  The mid-year show in July was 
somewhat quiet, however we staged some 
excellent displays, which was confirmed and 
commented on by the visitors who attended.  The 
Winter Show at Newton proved a mixed bag.  The 
Open Div display was well up to our usual 
standard, but the combined First and Second Div. 

display was not well supported by exhibitors this 
year.  Members just didn’t have the numbers of 
plants in bloom, and this was reflected in the 
numbers of sales plants available, too..  Demand 
for good quality plants was there, but overall sales 
suffered from a lack of plants available to sell.  By 
the time our Spring Show at NorthPark came 
round, plant numbers had improved, and resulted 
in very good displays, despite being a little smaller 
than those staged in past years.  Sales were good, 
again whilst tailing off during later days due to 
exhaustion of quality blooming plants.  The 
opportunity certainly is there for members to cover 
some of their growing costs if they can supply 
clean flowering plants of reasonable quality.  
Financially, all shows ended in the black, which 
has not always been the case on occasions.  We 
are also grateful for members who staged plants in 
the foyer of our meeting hall at the Adelaide West 
Fair, after originally being advised that it would not 
be held this year 
 There are always numerous people to 
thank – those who selflessly put themselves out 
for the good of our Society. They do not always 
receive the accolades they deserve, but be 
assured your efforts are very much appreciated.  
From me, a heartfelt .Thank You. 

The October meeting concluded .12 
months of our 50 Years Anniversary of our Society 
with the presentation of a gold orchid brooch 
brought from Thailand, and we trust it will be the 
forerunner of many more successful years for our 
Society..  Helen and I celebrated our own golden 
Anniversary of our marriage, as did Jane and Don 
Higgs.  Val and Peter Speer celebrated their 60th 
Anniversary in October. 

 As you may know, I am unable to 
continue on as president next year for family 
health reasons, so I wish the incoming President 
well, and trust you will support your incoming 
Committee, as I will as Immediate Past president.  

I would now like to declare all committee 
positions vacant, with the exception of three 
committee persons, Tony Bourne, Deane 
Johnston, and Jill Taylor, who all have another 12 
months to serve on Committee. 

Thank you, all.        Kevin Gurney. 
 

VALE. 
 We extend our deep sympathy to Jenny 
and Deane Johnston on the passing of Jenny’s 
father just prior to our Christmas Social meeting..  
Our thoughts were with you at that very sad time, 
Jenny... 
 

LAST MEETING 
 Last month’s Christmas meeting 
commenced with a bright and cheerful hall layout 
thanks to those who could help with the 
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decorations and setting up, and we had an 
enjoyable meal commencing  about 6.30 pm, with 
plenty to eat, and a good variety as well 
 

 
 

 
.  Don Higgs announced winners of prizes 

and trophies to the growers who were successful 
in winning Aggregate prizes for the various judging 
divisions and Perpetual Trophy categories.            

iii  

 
Our resident orchestra, in the persons of 

Pauline Simcock and Diana Bird , provided some 
delightful and very welcome renditions of 
Christmas music and carols. 

We thank these ladies for a most welcome 
interlude in the evening’s proceedings.                   
l

 

The Christmas Raffle, always a feature at 
this meeting, was again well supported, thanks to 
the generosity of almost everyone present.  We 
hope you enjoyed it  .As usual, Santa dropped in 
again this year to pay us a visit, assisted this time 
by his Chief elf.                                                    ..

. 
This beautiful patchwork quilt was made by 

Jeanette Melbourne .and donated as a raffle prize 
–all botanically accurate for colour and 
conformation, too.  Well done, Jeanette.. 

 

CHEERIO’s 
 Some of our members have had recent 
operations on their eyes, which can be somewhat 
worrying, but I’m happy to say that all looks well. 
 We wish all of our membership and their 
families too, best wishes, healthwise, for the 
forthcoming year. 
 

THIS MEETING 
Wednesday 20th January 2016 

 John Seidel’s photography skills of 
presenting our best orchids to best advantage will 
be on show this meeting.  Good blooms do not of 
themselves provide evidence of superior quality 
orchids.  Often, images of awarded plants look 
decidedly substandard unless the correct 
exposure, focus and most importantly, the angle 
and direction from which the photograph was 
taken, are correct.  (You wouldn’t believe the poor 
quality of some pictures of orchids submitted to 
judging panels to assess for awards).  Come along 
to enjoy his skills at presenting many of last year’s 
best orchids this month, and hear our Registrar’s 
comments on the quality of the flowers shown at 
meetings last year. 
 Plant competitions will start for 2017.  
There are no changes to the categories in each of 
the three judging Divisions this year. 
 

SUBS FOR 2017 NOW DUE. 
 Increases apply this year --- 

 $25 single, and $35 double subscription..,  
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 Rising charges have finally forced your 
Committee to declare an increase in subs. for 
2017, our first change since 2005.  Review 
postage costs are now $1 and Shopping Centre 
financial support for staging costs and prize cost 
offsets appear to have disappeared.  Other 
general  costs continue to rise and we have 
reluctantly had to increase fees to maintain our 
finances. 

 

THIS YEAR’S PROGRAMME. 
 Looking ahead, the February meeting will 
feature a talk by Kevin Western, an acknowledged 
expert in all things scientific regarding orchid 
knowledge, and a passionate advocate for 
advances in breeding and culture He’ll be worth 
listening to, so plan to come along.  We are 
actively seeking confirmation of availability of a 
wide ranging group of guest speakers for the 
coming year, with an emphasis on culture and 
latest developments in orchids, and will publish a 
list of guest speakers soon. 
 

RULES/BYLAWS REVISION and 
REISSUE. 

 The Rules of the Society can only be 
changed at an Annual General meeting, but 
Bylaws for the ongoing operations may be 
amended by Committee.  It has been a number of 
years since the last general issue of these to 
members, and we are in the final stage of updating 
and reissuing these.  
 

CULTURAL QUERIES. 
 I regularly use a meter which measures the 
strength of my liquid fertilisers I use on my orchid 
and other pot plants.  It works by measuring the 
electrical conductivity (concentration) of dissolved  
salts and I use enough fertiliser in the bucket to 
give a recommended reading of about 900 ec 
units (considerably less concentration than I had 
previously used). I dissolve chemical fertilisers in 
warm water before adding it to the bucket of 
preferably rain water.  With organic fertiliser (a 
handful of Rapid raiser in a bucket of water, and 
left to stew for a few days) I notice that the ec 
reading increases to a high concentration, so I 
dilute the concentrate to about 900 units also 
before applying. 
 My question is --- If I spray the fertiliser on, 
does the organic fertiliser get absorbed through 
the leaves similarly to the inorganic(chemical) 
type? Or should it be applied to the potting mix to 
break down before the plant can use it. 
 And another question.  Is foliar feeding 
effective by applying to the top surface of the 
leaves or should it be applied mainly to the 
underside so it can be absorbed via the leaf 

stomata.?  Also, is foliar fertiliser absorbed 
through thick leathery leaves like those of 
Dendrobium speciosum as easily as via a 

cymbidium leaf, for example.? 
 Your ideas or advice would be very 
welcome, ideally via some notes delivered to the 
Secretary’s table at the meeting. ideally signed but 
not essential. We’ll publish any sensible replies 
next month. 
 I’ve got another question about 
transmission of orchid virus via the potting mix or 
contaminated pots but let’s see what response this 
enquiry brings along first. 
 You might have a query you would like 
answered, too.  Pass it along and we’ll see what 
response we can get.  Wikipedia, eat your heart 
out! 
 

MORE PHOTOS FROM NOVEMBER. 
 

 
Lesley Gunn and her beautifully grown Sarco. hartmannii 

 

 
This dramatic, stately terrestrial orchid is Phaius 
tankervilleae, an orchid native to Australia, but 
which has been designated an `Australasian 
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orchid’ because it is also found in New Guinea, 
and therefore has to fit in our grouping of `Other 
Species”-an injustice in my opinion for an orchid 
naturally native to Australia.  I need a holiday! 
  It requires damp conditions and is often 
grown in a saucer in water  It can be propagated 
by cutting off the flower stem, along which can be 
found nodes like a phalaenopsis..  If sections 
containing a node are laid on damp sphagnum 
and kept moist, it can be encouraged to produce 
keikis from the nodes, which are actually 
vegetative propagations identical to the parent 
plant.  Gardening Australia had a feature recently 
showing this method of propagation of a golden 
yellow phaius with brilliant red labellums. 
 This plant was shown by Geoff & Lucy 
Spear, a much deeper coloured form than the tan 
coloured flowers I’m more familiar with. 
 

 
Cym. Phar Lap `Geyserland’ 

 
This small flowering cymbidium shown by Trevor 
Hutchison in November was really the Registrar,’s 
choice rather than the arpophyllum I wrote about.  
It really is a lovely orchid, with blooms beautifully 
arranged on the semi pendant spikes, but because 
it blooms late in the season, it can be affected if 
we strike a burst of really hot weather. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Paph sukhakulii x Hsingying Web. 

Hooray! A novelty slipper I can really enthuse 
over.  Dramatic dark colour beautifully 
symmetrical, a good sized bloom on a long strong 
stem   Only thing wrong was that it was owned by 
John Seidel and not me. 

 

 
Phragmipedium Mont Fallu 

 These long stemmed phragmipediums are 
not easy to photograph, but it was a very dramatic 
and imposing seedling brought in by Don & Jane 
Higgs last November. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO 

ALL AND A GOOD 

GROWING YEAR FOR 2017 
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