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PRESIDENT’S FORUM THIS MEETING. 
  

The SAROC fair is now behind us and I 
would like to on behalf of committee thank all 
that participated and also congratulate the 
winners. 

Wednesday 15th June 
 
Many of our members grow Australian native 
orchids.  The new crossings have indeed 
made a remarkable expansion on the colours, 
ease of culture and availability of the 
epiphytic types that derive from the species 
found growing along the eastern coast of 
Australia.  The species from which they come 
have also been improved through the 
interbreeding of selected and superior clones 
and we find a great deal of pleasure in 
flowering these small flowered but lovely 
plants.  The best way of knowing and 
emulating their growing requirements so that 
we give our plants the best possible chance 
of growing well is to observe them in their 
native habitat, or of listening to someone who 
has.  That’s where our guest speaker this 
month comes in.  Brendan Killen, an 
executive member of the SA Native Orchid 
Society, has had extensive experience of 
encountering native orchids in their natural 
habitat.  He has agreed to share that 
experience and knowledge with us this 
meeting.  It will provide members the 
opportunity to see the native species thriving 
in their original locations, and will give us 
more insight into the conditions we should be 
providing to get best growing results.  Don’t 
miss Brendan’s talk this meeting. 

 
Our next major show (Winter) is of course 
Stocklands Parabanks John St Salisbury.  
This show is of importance to the society 
wherein we have the chance to raise much 
needed finances for the running of the society 
and also for additional members. 
 
It is getting harder for clubs to show in 
shopping centres due to the large amounts 
that they charge for floor space.  Some clubs 
this year have already lost centres and others 
that have secured another centre have to 
travel further to show.  Like we have to by 
going to Salisbury (Approx 22kms from 
meeting hall). 
 
Some of our members travel out to Munno 
Para to show we are not so far north so 
PLEASE SUPPORT THE SHOW   it is 
important. 
 
On a lighter note we have made a reserve 
booking for a Port River Dolphin cruise and 
dinner on Sunday 21st August.  The cost is 
$10 per person, which includes a 1 1/2 hour 
cruise and a choice of 7 dinners.  A new 
vessel the MV Dolphin Explorer will be in 
commission and we have been ensured that 
we can go on this vessel. 

 
Prizes from last month’s Autumn Show will be 
presented this month.  So if you were one of 
the lucky growers, please come along to get 
your prizes. 

 
Our treasurer Dawn Vogler can take your 
deposits of $5 per person at the June/July 
meetings with the final payments and total 
number attending at the August meeting.  
Your family members are also welcome to 
come along if they want.  The more the 
Merrier’’  

 
Our usual facilities will be operating, and we 
will have an `instant raffle’ for a 50 litre bag of 
orchid bark, similar to the tub of fertiliser 
provided last month.  This will be in addition 
to our usual popular raffle of seedlings which 
is convened by Judith Gardner.  

See you all on the 15th June   
  
  
Good growing Peter  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

SUPPER ROSTER 
P Carmen 
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LAST MEETING KEL’S CORNER 
  

Wednesday 18th MAY The meeting of the 18th May 2005 was one 
of the first Shows for the coming season.  A 
nice display on each section with a total of 
130 plants benched. 

 
This was, of course, our Autumn Show, and a 
good array of plants were on show to keep 
our judges busy.  We were fortunate to have 
President of the Rose Society, Mr. Peter 
Burton to give us an enlightening talk about 
rose growing.  He’s as passionate about his 
roses as we are about our orchids, and his 
talk was well received by our members, many 
of whom grow roses, too.  A number of 
questions were asked and skilfully answered.  
Thank you, indeed, Mr Burton for your 
informative talk. 

 
The Open Division featured some fine 
flowering plants.  A rather unusual one being 
grown by K. & H. Gurney was Cirropetalum 
rothschildianum, the plant growing in a 30cm 
squat pot with mainly bark.  The problem with 
this type of plant is the creeping habit, more 
plant growing outside the pot than in it.  
However, the rewards are great.  There were 
two fully opened with two unopened racemes.  
The flowers form a ‘fan’ with 7 flowers in an 
arc overall about 10cm in size.  A lovely pink 
shade with spots.  The dorsal sepal small 
with a dark red around and a beard like cover 
of 2 - 3mm of a black upright fimbriatum 
around the edges which flutter in any breeze, 
a spectacular plant and flowering. 

 
 

SUPPER ROSTER 
 
Thank you to Iris Davies, Shirley Steele, and 
Margaret Jacob, who read their Review last 
month and provided home made biscuits as a 
special treat for members for our supper.  
They proved very popular and didn’t last long.  
Perhaps we could try this again some time 
but it would be nice if some others could give 
us a sample of their biscuit making skills - 
men, too! 

 
Wilsonara Tiger Man had 1 spike of a light 
brown, the labellum white, an unusual plant 
or flower needing a further look belonging to 
T. & D. Vogler. 
 
There were some fine cattleya type orchids 
on display.  S. & B. Huddlestons’ Bc. Ivy 
Williams had 2 open, 2 buds and up to 9 
flowers on the raceme of purple with many 
fine spots, the lip a darker purple, an open 
type but rather attractive. 

 
 

SAROC FAIR EXHIBIT 
 

June long weekend 
Friday 10th to Sunday 12th June  

 Blc. George King ‘Serendipity’ always looks 
attractive because of the unusual salmon pink 
shade of the flowers.  There were 2 flowers, 
the lip yellow with the tip a small purple 
feature.  Belonging to B. & R. Wilson. 

By the time you get this Review, the SAROC 
Fair will be upon us.  Our President, Peter 
French has put a lot of work into the ideas for 
our display, and I hope members will support 
our exhibit as they have done in past years.  
Thank you, Iris Davies and helpers in the 
kitchen for supplying all visitors with 
refreshments throughout the weekend. 

 
Onc. flexuosum was nicely grown on a 60cm 
todea fibre pole, the plant already 30cm 
above the support top.  There was 1 raceme 
1 metre long with 6 branches and many 4cm 
yellow flowers.  Nicely grown by Tony 
Bourne. 

 
 

CHEERIO 
  
Another cattleya that was ‘different’ was Ted 
Braddock’s Blc. Owen Holmes ‘Radiant’.  
There were 2 pink/brown flowers, lip 
yellow/brown and mauve, as described 
certainly different. 

Our member and judge Graham Eakins is in 
hospital at present, and we wish him a 
speedy recovery to good health. 
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I could comment on many other plants but all 
were well presented and a credit to all 
exhibitors. 

A plant that stood out was R. & B. Wilsons’ 
Portiata ‘Coerulea’, it was a lovely cattleya 
with 2 racemes each with 6 lovely ’blue’ 
flowers, the lip a darker ‘blue’, the 16cm pot 
was well filled by the plant. 

 
Congratulations to the winners of each 
section, and our thanks to all exhibitors who 
took the trouble to bring in blooms for us all to 
see. 

 
The First Division was also well represented.  
B. & S. Brands’ Cymbidium Peter Pan 
‘Greensleeves’ X Mary Ann ‘Simplicity’ was 
growing in a 20cm pot well filled, the plant 
having 7 spikes open with a pale pink colour, 
the lip bold a red/brown colour.  A nicely 
flowered plant, very good for this early time of 
the season. 

 
Kel Staples 
 
 

 
C. Portiata ‘Mel’ grown by A. & M. Sim was 
well flowered with 11 mauve, good shaped 
flowers.  The plant was extremely well grown 
in an 18cm pot.  Eleven in number would be 
as good as could be expected from the 
breeding.  Portiata is C. labiata x Portia - 
Portia is C. bowringiana x labiata. 
 
C. & J. Tilbrooks’ Angraecum giryamae, a 
spectacular African species orchid had 2 
racemes almost 1 metre high with 6 opened 
on each plus 2 buds on each to open.  Open 
type flowers of a white colour especially the 
bold labellum.  A feature of this type is the 
spur which in this case was 15 cm long.  A 
special type of moth with a long, curled 
proboscis has evolved to pollinate flowers 
with ‘spurs’. 
 
The Second Division was well represented 
also.  J. & R. Dunn’s Dockrillia dowmannii 
had many white/green flowers making a nice 
mounted plant.  The mount was 40cm x 15cm 
and covered with roots, well grown. 
 
Ray Lonsdale’s C. Portiata ‘Mel’ was also 
well grown, carrying 3 racemes of 7+7+9 
flowers.  The plant growing in a 20cm pot, 
nicely flowered. 
 
An old favourite was Sheila Hellawell’s 
Cymbidium Morialta ‘Morialta Falls’.  There 
were 3 arching racemes each with many 6cm 
pale green flowers, the lip edged red/brown, 
growing in a 20cm pot. 
 
Kevin Trevan’s Zga. Adelaide Meadows was 
growing in a 15cm pot.  There were 4 
growths, 2 spikes with 3 and 4 flowers each, 
pale green lightly spotted, the lip white, 
striped purple.  A nice flower. 

SOCIAL EVENTS 
 
Following some checking around to see what 
would suit most members for a social 
luncheon, we have made a booking for lunch 
on the 3rd Sunday in August the 21st.  On the 
new Port Adelaide cruise boat that takes Port 
River Dolphin cruises.  Price is $10 per adult, 
$7.50 for kids, with preferred departure time 
for our Society of 12.45 pm from the wharf in 
front of the red lighthouse.  A main course 
meal is provided (see menu next meeting).  
This will be a popular and well patronised trip, 
so booking will be essential.  We’ll need to 
know numbers soon, so give it some thought.  
Friends are welcome to come along, too. 
 
That weekend is when the National Cym. 
Show will be taking place only a few hundred 
metres away at the basketball stadium, cnr. 
St. Vincent St and Minories St.  The Port 
markets will be operating, too, so you can 
make a real day of it if you wish. 
 
 
MISSION IMPORTS GOLD CARD 

PURCHASE SCHEME 
 
We have been advised that Mission Imports 
are now operating from their brand new 
premises at 105 Hardy’s Road, Underdale.  I 
haven’t had time to check them out yet, but if 
anyone has, please let me know.  They’ve got 
all sorts of novelty items and cheap goods 
like you get at Cheap As Chips, but at lower 
prices.  Our hard working treasurer, Dawn 
Vogler, has got a supply of the Gold Cards 
you’ll need to make purchases. 
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AUTUMN SHOW RESULTS 

 

 

   Best Red Orchid in Show (Special Ruby 
Anniversary year class) Grand Champion, and Champ. Open Div. 

Cirrhopetalum rothschildianum, shown by 
Kevin and Helen Gurney Cattleya Chocolate Drop shown by Dr. Tony 

Bourne   

 

 

 
Reserve Champion, and Champ. Second 
Div. 
Cattleya Portiata `Mel’, shown by Ray 
Lonsdale 
 

 

 
 
Champion Seedling 
Zygonara Adelaide Meadows `Brae Burn’, 
shown by Kevin Trevan 
 
The Champion orchid was a species, 
beautifully presented by Kevin & Helen 
Gurney, It had racemes with 8 and 7 blooms 
arranged in spectacular arcs, more than 
customarily described for this bizarre tropical 
species.  One of the more interesting 
characteristics, apart from the fan shaped 
display of the blooms was the fluttering dark 
red appendages attached all round the dorsal 
sepals.  An unusual and well grown plant. 

 
Champion First Division 
Cattleya Portiata `Mel’, shown by Alan and 
Mary Sim 
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Reserve Champ. and Champ 2nd Div was a 
large plant of the shapely cluster cattleya 
Portiata `Mel’ from, Ray Lonsdale.  Don’t 
anyone tell the Cym Club he’s growing catts. 
as well as his beloved cyms.  A well grown 
plant with multiple heads of blooms. 
 
Champ. First Div. was another spectacular, 
well grown plant of C. Portiata `Mel’ from 
another of our expert growers, Alan Sim.  It 
had a beautiful large head of lavender blooms 
with dark lips. 
 
This orchid has received an Award of Merit in 
South Australia way back in 1988, when our 
master grower, Kel Staples presented it with 
a raceme of 13 blooms, each 12 cm in width, 
and beautifully arranged.  It is still one of the 
very best cattleyas available and very 
desirable in any collection. 
 
There will be lists of all class winners 
available at the secretary’s table at our June 
meeting. 
 
It proved to be a high quality show this year,  
I am told there were over 130 plants on 
display, plenty to keep our judges busy for a 
large portion of the evening, and all of very 
good culture, too. 
 
The long dry autumn we’ve been 
experiencing certainly didn’t affect the overall 
display of our plants.  It will be interesting to 
see the effects of the unseasonably extended 
warm days on the plants in the coming 
flowering seasons. 
 
 

WINTER SHOWS 
 
Our first Winter Show will be held in the 
Stockland Parabanks Shopping Centre at 
Salisbury over the week from Saturday 9th 
July, when the composite displays, one for 
each Div. will be set up from approx 3pm until 
about 5pm.  A trading table area will be set 
up to sell plants on the same basis as that 
applying in past years. 
 
The display will be dismantled the following 
Saturday, 16th July towards the end of the 
day. 
 
We need to make this show a success as the 
part proceeds of plant sales helps keep our 
Society viable. 

We need volunteers to help with the sales 
stall and with keeping an eye on the displays. 
 
The Show judging schedule will be contested 
in the same categories as those at our 
Autumn Show. 
 
The second Winter Show has been booked at 
the same weekend venue as last year, the 
Band Hall at 7 OG Road, Klemzig.  Over the 
weekend of 30th and 31st July.  This proved 
an enjoyable show for those who took part 
last year, but the financial success depends 
on the number of attendees and on 
consequent plant sales.  Please keep this 
weekend entered in your diary, too.  We’ll be 
catering for tabletop displays, or for individual 
and composite floor displays if you prefer.  
Sort out your orchid photos, too, as we’ll be 
having another orchid photo competition.  
Afternoon teas and plant sales too. 
 
 

NEW LIBRARY BOOK 
 
A new reference book is now in the library,  
`The Orchidacea of German New Guinea - 
translated from the original German, and 
written by the botanist, Schlecter. 
 
Incidentally, if you’ve been reading the recent 
issues of the magazine, Orchids Australia, 
you’ll have noticed that some botanists have 
been busy reclassifying and regrouping a 
number of the well known orchid genera on 
the basis of DNA studies.  Our policy will be 
to retain the tried and true genera and 
species names until any new genus names 
and associations are generally accepted by 
the orchid fraternity.  Premature adoption will 
only confuse newer growers, and some of us 
older ones too, who try to reconcile all the 
information written in books and publications 
with the proposed new names. 
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