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LIFE MEMBERS 
 

Brian Brand    Shirley Brand    Alan Davies,   Iris Davies,   
 Kevin Gurney,   Trevor Jacob,    Margaret Jacob,   Deane Johnston,   , Noel Oliver    

Kel. Staples,     and   Peter Speer. 

 
2016 PROGRAMME 

June 15th  2016. 

 

John Richards from Victoria. 

We have negotiated a visit and talk by John Richards, of Horsham, who is an 
acknowledged expert on our native terrestrials and conservation of their environment.  

John has a very good collection of other genera generally grown by hobbyists, and has 
written articles for Orchids Australia.  He will have lots of relevant information to offer 

our members, so don’t miss his talk this month. 
 

BIRTHDAYS  FOR  June 2016 
 

Happy Birthday to these members who are having birthdays this month. 
 

Brian Brand  Faye Cawse  Les Burgess  John Carman  

Ben Knobben John Lampard Margaret Page Pauline Rankin  

Judy McRedmond  Andrew Bird Jim Cuming 
  

Members – if your name’s not here and it should be, please let Trevor Jacob know.(8346 6155)  
We’re still recovering from a computer failure where some of our records were lost. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Committee Meeting: Pulteney Grammar School 21st June 2016 7.30pm 

Next Judges Meeting Pulteney Grammar School. 1st Auguste  2016. 7.30pm 

Next SA Regional Judging Panel Meeting:   SAROC Fair   17th June   After set-up-(evening.) 
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COMMITTEE Mr. D Johnston Dr A Bourne 

 Mrs D Bird Ms K Haskard 

 Ms J Taylor Mrs B Semmens 

 

REGISTRAR of JUDGES Mr. Don Higgs 

SHOW MARSHAL Dr. A. Bourne 

REVIEW EDITOR Mr. T. Jacob    8346 6155 

Articles in this Review 

may be reprinted with 

permission from the S.A. 

Orchidaceous Society Inc. 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 The year is half over, half way to 
go or whatever depending on which side 
of the fence one stands. As we get older it 
seems to go quicker and soon it will be 
Christmas.  
We are now into the crazy part of the 
orchid calendar where for the next four 
months we have one show after another, 
starting with the SAROC Fair on the 18th 
June at the Torrens Parade Ground. This 
is a good time to catch up with some of 
the country club members and generally 
mingle and see what others are growing. I 
would remind our members that we still 
need helpers in the kitchen and scones, 
the last time I looked we only had offers 
of about 20 dozen scones and we 
normally need about 80 dozen. I was 
taken aback at the last meeting with 
regard to scones being frozen, and 
therefore not to be used.  This is incorrect 
and I am not sure where this information 
is coming from. Frozen scones are OK 
providing they are defrosted before bring 
to the show. If you can help with some 
please advise Pauline or myself on the 
meeting night, also if you assist in the 
kitchen over the weekend 
Our mid year show in July is the next 
with Winter at Newton in August and 
the Spring in the later half of September 
and I would like to think that our 
members will once again support the 
shows with plants and help in manning 
the trading tables at the various venues. 
Our guest speaker this month is once 
again from Victoria, so we will be able to 
see how plants are grown across the 
border, you may recall the last speaker 
had been unsuccessful in purchasing fine 
misting sprays for his glass houses, well I 
took him out to Virginia the next 
morning and we were able to get 100 
sprays exactly as he required from my 

friends at Virginia Irrigation so he went 
back home to Vic happy. 

.Kevin Gurney 
 

LAST MEETING 
Jane Higgs’s prowess at putting 

together well balanced displays with 
meticulous attention to the` finish’ is 
well known, and she is able to impart her 
knowledge about how she does it in a 
way which makes her talks easy to 
follow.  Thank you, Jane Higgs , for your 
relevant, concise, and informative talk to 
members last meeting.  No doubt about 
Jane’s talks; they’re always right on the 
money with regard to information, and 
accompanied with very relevant pictures 
to illustrate her points, too.. 
 
CHEERIO. 
 We send a big cheerio to Pauline 
Simcock, who has suffered a serious fall 
at work, and we hope you are soon well 
and back with us, Pauline 
 I know the Wilsons have been on 
the sick list recently, too, and we send 
you a big cheerio as well. 
. Also to anyone else on the sick list, 
too. 
 

THIS MEETING 
Wednesday 15th June 2016 

 We have arranged a visit next 
meeting by John Richards, from 
Horsham, who has an extensive 
knowledge of the habitats and cultural 
needs of our Australian native orchids.   
Some of us remember the previous Vic 
Country Challenge at Horsham when 
John took a number of us to the Little 
Desert National Park to show us 
numerous locations where the local 
orchids were in flower.  Last October, he 
showed another facet of his orchid ability 
with an attractive exhibition of 
beautifully grown orchids at the 
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Horsham Spring Orchid Show.  His talk 
will be well worthwhile for members to 
hear when he shares some of his wide 
ranging experience with our members..   
 

SUPPER ROSTER 
 Jan and Kevin Whibley have 
offered to help with the after-meeting 
cuppa this month, and Judith Gardner 
and Margaret Jacob served our end of 
meeting cuppa last month  Thank you to 
all the volunteers who help so selflessly 
over the year.. 

 

LAST MONTH’S PLANTS. 
 We saw some prime examples of 
how orchids should be grown last month,  
`Geoff Spear brought in his specimen 
sized plant of the Aussie native hybrid 
Den. Avril’s Gold. This plant has won 
Grand Champion orchid at previous 
SAROC Fair displays, and although we 
were privileged to see it brought in, it 
will probably mean it will be well past its 
best by the time SAROC Fair comes 
along, (this time a week later than 
previously).   
  The variety of genera and species 
brought in by members gives the judges a 
good work out, and this month we were 
specially treated to the benching of a 
recently made intergeneric crossing 
which has created a stir in the USA with 
blooms of very dark colouration, 
approaching black.  Appropriately named 
Fredclarkara After Dark, seedling.flasks 
of this new crossing were imported into 
Australia by canny growers who saw the 
initial flowering results reported from the 
USA.  Leslie and Rob Gunn have a 
number of this cross now coming along 
out of flask. 
 The judges were most impressed 
with the quality of plant and flower 
spikes, and awarded an Award of Merit 
to their plant.  It will be interesting to see 

what else comes along from sibling plants 
when they flower.. 
 

 
Fdkla After Dark  AM .SAOS. 

 
 Michael Willoughby brought along 
his Prosthechea cochleata, a species from 
Mexico, and Grand Champion at South 
Coast’s recent Autumn Show.  I’ve never 
seen a better grown plant, large bulbs, 
perfect foliage and masses of long, strong 
flowering stems growing from the tops of 
the bulbs.  This is a very reliable 
flowerer, and can be almost continually 
in bloom the whole year round. 

 
Prosthechea (Encyclia) cochleata 
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 Members are bringing in species 
and hybrids from plants from all around 
the world, both warm growing and cool 
growing, and a number of these we 
seldom see.  If you see something which 
attracts you, seek out the owner or a 
judge to check whether you might have 
success with it in your own growing 
conditions.  I think Ellen Hume brings in 
some of her` specials” just to test the 
judges, and although not always the 
largest and showiest orchids, they are all 
well grown and intriguing.  Some of our 
other members are also bringing along 
unusual plants, so please do take the time 
to inspect the plants on the show 
benches.  
  Please note that exhibitors should 
leave plants on the benches for 15 minutes 
after the close of the meeting so that we 
can all see what you have brought in. 
 Some orchids are not so photogenic 
under artificial light.  I was surprised 
when I snapped this Slc and looked at the 
image – the flash really brought the 
colours to life. 
 

 
C Chocolate Drop x Slc Bronzed Aussie 

 
 There were some nice Oncidiinae 
genera tabled  Where on earth did 
Andrew Bird get that name Odcdm. Wild 
Willie `Wonka’ from?  Trevor 
Hutchison showed a fine oncidium 
hybrid which he grew from one of those 

tiny ones Bunnings sell in little tubes.  
Just as well he has a heated glasshouse to 
grow it along.  Lovely colour, and 
beautifully flat skirts on the lips. 
 

 
Onc Peacock. 

 
 Peter Speer was rightly proud of 

his Miltonodium White Fairy – an 
impressive plant with fresh, clean and 
large blooms. 

 
Miltonidium White Fairy 

 
 Fred and Faye Cawse are becoming 

well known for bringing in their 
members of the vanda alliance, not so 
easy to grow and flower well in our 
climate, but Fred regularly brings along 
flowering examples…This was a tall plant 
with a long flower spike.  I got this nice 
shot, yet some of the other images were 
disappointing when shown on the 
computer screen.  Nice one, Fred.  
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Mokara Chark Kuan `Strawberry’ 

 

 Ben Knobben brought in a 
cymbidium Pharaoh’s Dream, possibly 
one of the best tabled so far this season – 
very nice for such an early flowering. 

 

 
Cym  Pharaoh’s Gold 

 
 Murray and Margaret Page showed 

this appropriately named Blc Brunswick 
Gem `Coral’. Australian bred in 
Queensland, I fancy, and what a lovely 
standout colour.  Pity I didn’t get the 
image a little sharper 

 
Blc Brunswick Gem `Coral’ 

 An excellent display from all 
Division growers,  plant variety was very 
good and quality of the plants showed 
was a credit to all who exhibited. 

OUR SHOW DATES 2016 
SAROC FAIR 
 Members, please help our Society 

display with your flowering plants, and 
foliage plants, too if you can  Let Tony 
Bourne know (0409199226) your plant 
names before the plants go in on Friday. 

Access for staging 1pm  Friday 17th 
June, but assistance is sought before 
lunch time to set up the display areas.  .   

Kitchen and Canteen Operation.  
Iris Davies has coordinated the 

kitchen duties for many years, but this 
year she will be away, so it falls to the 
rest of us to tackle the heavy workload 
Iris has shouldered .  It is in such times 
that we come to realise the planning, 
coordination and effort required to 
supply the workers and public over the 
three days of the Fair.  We will need help 
from members (and others from other 
Clubs, too have offered to help) to keep 
supplies up to everyone    
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One stat – 85 dozen scones were 
made & used last year, and Iris used to go 
home on Saturday night to cook more.  
We have some 260 Balfours pies & 
pasties ordered.  Garry and Pauline 
Simcock are coordinating your efforts 
this time so please give them your 
support.  Access for kitchen from 8am on 
Saturday 18th June.  and access for 
kitchen from 9am on Sunday 19th June 

Free parking at Torrens Parade Ground. 
Public access  9am to 5pm Saturday 18th 

June and 10 am to 4 pm Sunday 19th June. 
 

GOLD THAI ORCHID BROOCH 
RAFFLE. 

 When our President, Kevin was 
overseas, he purchased a golden orchid 
brooch from Thailand which will be 
raffled over the next three monthly 
meeting, and drawn at the September 
meeting. Tickets will be $1 each.  This 

raffle forms part of our 50 Years 
Anniversary celebrations.  I wonder what 
the orchid growing scene will have in 
store over the next 50 years? 

 
VANILLA ORCHIDS. 

 I guess most members know that 
the vanilla flavouring and beans we can 
purchase come from an orchid.  

 Originally from Mexico and 
Central America, Vanilla is now grown 
and processed in a number of tropical 
countries,. with Madagascar growing the 
highest tonnage for export.  The `beans’ 
are the pollinated seed capsules produced 
in clusters on the vanilla vine.  Each 
flower lasts just one day, and must be 
pollinated by hand, as the bees which 
pollinate the flowers naturally are found 
only in Central America. It was found 
that the plants would grow OK overseas, 
but it was not until 1816 in Reunion that a 
slave named Edmund Albius 

demonstrated how pollination could be 
easily accomplished by using a small 
sliver of bamboo or toothpick to 
physically pushing aside the rostellum of 
the bl00m so that the pollinia could be 
smeared on the stigma and effecting 
pollination.  For this discovery, he was 
granted his freedom.   

 Vanilla planifolia is the principal 
species used for production, but hybrids 
with some other vanilla species are 
presently being trialled in Reunion to 
improve the shape of the pods. 

 The green seed pods are dipped in 
hot water, then placed between damp 
covers for a number of weeks.  This 
causes the beans to sweat and produce 
the crystals of vanlilla on the outside of 
the pods.  The ABC Landline 
programme recently featured a 
plantation being trialled in Queensland.  
In SA the vines, which look and grow 
like philodendron vines, grow best in a 
heated glasshouse.  Examples are 
growing in the Schomburk glasshouse 
in the Botanic Gardens.  Diggers 
sometimes have small plants for sale in 
their shop.  Stan Johnston grew vanilla 
plants when he started growing orchids 
at his first home at Manningham.. 
 

 
Vanilla display in our Botanic Gardens Museum. 

of Economic Botany. 

========================== 
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COMPETITION RESULTS.   May  2016 
 

CYMBIDIUMS 60-90mm 

Open Div 
1st Pharaoh’s Dream B Knobben 
 
CYMBIDIUMS Under 60mm 

First Div 
1st Autumn Elf No. 2 N & V Cooper 
2nd Elegant Elf `Nan’ ?? 
 
STANDARD LAELIINAE 80mm & OVER 
First Div 
1st Lc Orchid Affair M & M Page 
2nd Blc Brunswick Gem `Carol’ M & M Page  
 
STANDARD LAELIINAE Under 80mm 

First Div 
1st Lc Angel Heart N & V Cooper 
2nd C Roy’s Magic M & M Page 

 
NON STANDARD LAELIINAE 

Open Div 
1st C Lavender Ice M Willoughby & Oui Ju 
2nd Rth Burana Angel M Willoughby & Oui Ju 
3rd C Chocolate Drop x Slc Bronze Aussie 
  J Seidel 
 
NON STANDARD CLUSTER LAELINIAE 
Open Div 
1st C Chocolate Drop G & L Spear 

First Div 
1st Ctt Valentines Day V & N Cooper 
 
SPECIES LAELIINAE 

Open Div 
1st Prsh cochleata  M Willoughby & Oui Ju 
 

First Div 
1st Prsh cochleata P & A Steer 
 
NOVELTY PAPHIOPEDILUM 
Open Div 
1st Prime Time x charlesworthii alba J Seidel 
2nd Bar Maud x purpuratum J Seidel 
3rd Crossianum album  M & E Hume 

Second Div 
1st Unknown A Bird 
 
DENDROBIUM 

Open Div 
1st Australian Ginger G & L Spear 
2nd Australian Purple Pepper x Tweetie  
  M & E Hume 
 
AUSTRALIAN NATIVE EPIPHYTE HYBRIDS 

Open Div 
1st Den Avril’s Gold `Leedham’ G & L Spear 
2nd Sarco Riversong x Fizzy DoveM & E Hume 
3rd Sarco Velvet `Chocolate’  `M & E Hume 

First Div 
1st Den Hilda Poxon N & V Cooper 
Second Div 
1st Den Hilda Poxon P & A Steer 

 
AUST NATIVE EPIPHYTE SPECIES 

Open Div 
1st Sarco hirticalcar M & E Hume 

 
ONCIDIINAE 

Open Div 
1st Howeara Lava Burst `Puanani’M & E Hume 
2nd Onc Sweet Sugar Golden QueenM & E Hume 
3rd Onc Sweet Sugar Golden ShowerM&E Hume 

First Div 
1st Milt . White Fairy P & V Speer 
2nd Onc Peacock T Hutchison 

Second Div 
1st Odcdm Wild Willie `Wonka’ `A Bird  
2nd Milt  Rosy Sunset A Bird 
3rd Onc Sharry Baby `Red Fantasy A Bird 
 
ONCIDIINAE SPECIES 

Open Div 
1st Onc longipes M & E Hume 

 
OTHER HYBRIDS (MISCELLANEOUS) 

Open Div 
1st Fdkla After Dark R & L Gunn 
2nd Mokara Chark Kuan `Strawberry’ 

  F & F Cawse 
3rd V JVB x tesselata F & F Cawse 

 
OTHER SPECIES 

Open Div 
1st Den moniliforme                    M & E Hume 
2nd Haraella retrocalla                E & M Hume 
3rd Sngl longifolia                        M & E Hume 
Second Div 
1st Sngl longifolia                       J & D Cassar 
2nd Pleu restrepioides                           A Bird 
3rd Haemeria discolor                         A Bird 

 
ZYGOPETALINAE HYBRIDS 

Open Div 
1st Zga Iron Knob x Pine Road     R & L Gunn 
2nd Z Conways Choice x Zba Adelaide City 

                                                          R & L Gunn 
3rdt Zga  Adelaide Meadows x Zba Beenak 

Jester                                                K Trevan 
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First Div 
1st Zga Adelaide Meadows x Pabstia jugosa 

V & N Cooper 
 
SEEDLING 

Open Div 
1st Sarco River Song x Fizzy Dove 

              R & L Gunn 
2nd C Chocolate Drop x Slc Bronzed Aussie 

         J Seidel 
 
POPULAR VOTE 

Open Div 
1st Fdkla After Dark R & L Gunn 
2nd Den Avril’s Gold `Leedham’ G & L Spear 
3rd Psh cochleata M Willoughby & Oui Ju  

First Div 
1st Blc Brunswick Gem `Coral’  M & M Page 
2nd Lc  Orchid Affair M & M Page 
3rd Mltdm White Fairy P & V Speer 
Second Div. 
1st Odcdm  Wild Willie `Wonka’ A Bird 
2nd Onc Sharry Baby `Red Fantasy’ A Bird 
3rd Miltonidium Rosy Sunset A Bird 

 

 
 

BEST ORCHID IN 
EACH  DIVISION. 

 
 
 

Open Division 
 
 
 

Fredclarkara  After Dark  
  

 

` Robert & Leslie Gunn 

 
 
 

First Division 
 

Laeliocattleya  Angel Heart 
 
 

  N & V Cooper 
 
 

Second Division 
 

Odcdm  Wild Willie  
  `Wonka’ 
 

A Bird 
 
 
 

 

REGISTRAR’S CHOICE 
 

Fredclarkara After Dark 
 

Robert & Leslie Gunn 
 

 
Fredclarkara After Dark  AM  SAOS.. 

========================= 


