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Roger Rankin    A Judges Point of View 

G Speer    Conference in France 

Autumn Show & Roses 

B Killen    Walk in the Rain Forest 

Simon Lenkic    Cymbidiums 

Peter Donovan   Zygopetalums 

r John  Seidel    Orchid Photography 

Peter McCauley   Native Orchids in the Wild 

 Colin Jennings  AOC Registrar General 

 Whoop it up  Christmas Celebration 

BIRTHDAYS FOR MARCH 

Judith Gardner Gwen Staples 
Jill Taylor Kevin Whibley 

 these members. 
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PRESIDENT’S FORUM possibility of infection among other garden 
plants which could carry the virus to our 
orchids via insect or fungal vectors. 

 
I thank Alan Davis for chairing the last 
meeting whist Shirley & I had our annual 
break. 

 
Just a reminder, too, for members to make 
use of the library and trading table facilities at 
our meetings.  Our volunteers like to feel that 
their contribution to the Society’s activities is 
being appreciated. 

 
Tony Bourne gave you all the news re our 
new venue at Parabanks Shopping Centre 
John Street Salisbury. The dates being 10-7-
05 to 16-7-05 with set up on the Saturday 9-
7-05.  

 
Information about new hybrids being 
produced is eagerly sought by members 
wishing to keep up with the best orchid plants 
and breeding trends.  If this was not so, we 
would still be showing the same orchids we 
were seeing 40 years ago when our Society 
was formed. 

More details will be given to you all but 
please participate and bring all the plants you 
have 
With other clubs having trouble finding 
suitable venues to stage shows we are lucky 
that the opportunity was given to us. 

  
Deane Johnston, our Judging Registrar, 
presented a resume of these plants, and 
commended and thanked our photographer, 
John Seidel, on his work in photographing 
these seedlings throughout he year.  Thank 
you Deane, for your well informed 
commentary. 

I did say in my last report that the Speakers 
list for the year would be in the Review, this 
was overlooked but should be in the March 
copy together with all the show dates for the 
year  
 
This being our 40th year, other social events 
are being planned our Editor is also going 
back over memory lane to bring us past 
events. 

 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 

 
  Most members have renewed their subs for 

2005.  If you’ve overlooked renewal, get in 
soon, otherwise you could miss out on the 
next issue of our Review.  Single membership 
is $20, and joint membership is $30 per 
annum. 

As I have said before this is your club so 
please bring forward any suggestions or 
ideas that you may have to any committee 
person 
 
 See you all on the 16th March  

   
THIS MEETING Good growing 

 Peter  
Good growing Peter Wednesday 16th March 
  
 Roger Rankin will be our guest speaker this 

meeting.  Roger is widely known as a most 
accomplished and knowledgeable speaker 
who has delivered many enjoyable talks to 
orchid clubs across the State and beyond.  
His position as Registrar of the SA Regional 
judging panel of the Aust. Orchid Council puts 
him in a unique position to be able to give us 
an authorative viewpoint about judging 
matters, and his talk this meeting will be 
useful for any of us who like to show off our 
plants and blooms at meetings and shows.  
Don’t miss it. 

LAST MEETING 
 

Wednesday 16th February 
 
Alan Davies chaired last month’s meeting in 
the absence of President Peter French.  
Trevor Jacob was guest speaker, and he 
gave members an idea of the history and 
precautions we should all take when dealing 
with the scourge of virus diseases in our 
orchid collections.  We should practice good 
plant hygiene and be very vigilant to the 

  
  
  
  

SUPPER ROSTER 
J Whibley, M Jacob 
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KEL’S CORNER 
 
The meeting of the 16th February was light 
on for plants on the First and Second 
Divisions, but on the Open there were some 
lovely blooms on well grown plants, 
particularly the slippers and cattleyas. 
 
An interesting plant on the Second Division 
was Zygopetalum Wilbur belonging to Kevin 
Trevan.  The plant was growing in an 18cm 
pot with 4 racemes nearly 1 metre tall.  The 
flowers were about 5cm in size, typical Zygo. 
colouration but the length of spikes was 
exceptional. 
 
Kevin also featured a Promenea stapelioides 
X Dinah Albright.  A small plant which is the 
usual but having 3 pale lemon flowers with a 
yellow lip with a dark brown cover and some 
faint spots.  The flowers are normally under 
5cm in size.  The plants need to be kept 
damp at all times.  The species are found 
mainly in Brazil and would do best in an 
intermediate house with a reasonable high 
humidity. 
 
In First Division M. & M. Page had a nice 
plant of Lc. Mari’s Song which is a crossing of 
Lc. Irene Finney X C. Cherry Chip.  The pot 
was a squat type 20cm size, the flowers a 
pale yellow the petals splashed with a deep 
purple, a nice overall flower. 
 
P. & V. Speer had 2 mounted plants of 
Oncidium flexuosum, the blocks were todea 
fibre.  There were 2 racemes of 2cm yellow 
flowers with some fine brown spots.  Peter 
has these plants hanging up under shade 
cloth and with free air movement. 
 
The Open Division had a very nice array of 
flowering plants. G. & M. Hazledine’s plant of 
Blc. Toshie Aoki `Robin’ always commands 
attention because of the striking flat yellow 17 
to 18cm flowers with the fine splashes of red 
at the tip of each segment.  The plant was 
growing in a 20cm squat pot and had 9 
canes.  The lip a red/brown colour. 
 
Coelogyne massangeana belonging to R. & 
B. Wilson was growing in an 18cm pot with 2 
racemes, 1 open and 1 in bud.  There were 
approximately 27 5cm yellow labellum with 
brown wings and a spotted lip, the racemes 
being pendulous.  They like plenty of 
moisture during growth but need to be on the 

dry side during winter to encourage flower 
production. 
 
G. & M. Hazledine also had a lovely plant of 
Colmanara Wild Cat ‘Bloodshot’ giving it a 
Brown/red colouration with the flowers edged 
yellow.  The plant was growing in a 20cm 
squat pot.  There were 4 racemes with an 
average of 7 flowers.  A nice plant.  A 
Colmanara (Colm.) is a Miltonia X 
Odontoglossum X Oncidium. 
 
Phragmipedium Sorcerers Apprentice 
belonging to D. & J. Higgs was quite 
spectacular.  The plant was growing in a 
large plastic drink bottle, holes near 10cm 
from the bottom, having the main root ball in 
water. 
 
The interesting thing was the 1 3/4 metre long 
canes with 3 and 4 flowers respectively.  The 
colour was pale green, the petals edged red.  
A striking plant.  Two species make this plant 
Phrag. longifolium x sargentianum. 
 
A nice selection generally for the hot month of 
February. 
 
Congratulation to all members who benched 
plants.  We can’t all win but it makes a nice 
show for all to see. 
 
Kel Staples. 
 
 

OUR SOCIETY EMBLEM 
CYM. ROSANNA ‘PINKIE’. 

 
 
We’ve all seen the cymbidium flower 
featuring on our Society badges, letterheads, 
and Review, but not many members may be 
aware that this particular bloom was selected 
as the official emblem when our Society was 
formed forty years ago.  Rosanna `Pinkie’ 
was a famous white chance tetraploid cym. 
with the front of it’s attractive lip suffused with 
pink. The cross was bred in England by de 
Rothschild way back in 1931, and when the 
exceptional `Pinkie’ flowered it was used 
worldwide to produce many famous tetraploid 
seedlings crosses such as Balkis, Joan of Arc 
and Etta Barlow.  These in turn became 
famous parents. –  
 
Dos Pueblos, a famous American orchid 
company imported Rosanna `Pinkie’ and 
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When bought freshly bagged, pine bark is 
usually moist, has an earthy smell and is 
ready to use immediately.  If I don’t intend to 
use it all straight away, I usually allow it to dry 
out; it can be stored for several years without 
deterioration.  When I need to use this stored 
bark, I soak it for 4 - 5 days in a drum of 
water to which I add a small handful of lime.  
Then I drain the drum and allow an hour or so 
for the surface of the bark to dry out a little.  
You should never use dry bark, as orchid 
roots need a moist potting mix.  Dry bark is 
very difficult to re-wet and tends to absorb 
moisture from an orchid’s roots. 

raised many seedlings that received awards 
right throughout the 60’s and 70’s.  Many of 
their high class seedlings were imported and 
flowered here in Australia 
 
Truly an outstanding building block for cyms 
,-- and eminently suitable to symbolise a 
foundation building block of our Society.   
 
 

AUSTRALIAN ORCHID 
FOUNDATION: AWARENESS 

CAMPAIGN 
  
We have recently gained access to a range of 
subjects addressed by the Aust. Orchid 
Foundation, and have selected a number of 
feature items which could be of interest to our 
members.  Noel Oliver gave the talk about 
the first of these last month, and we’ll feature 
more as time goes by. 

If for some reason you need to use the dry 
bark in a hurry, use hot water instead of cold, 
and allow it to cool down naturally.  It will be 
ready to use within a few hours.  The hot 
water treatment will also kill any snails 
present, including any tiny garlic snails.  
Having planted my orchids in fresh moist 
bark, I flush the pots well with water, until all 
fine bark and dust has been removed.  Then I 
give all the plants a good soaking with 
seaweed extract or a treated stock blood 
product called Garden Party ® which 
provides the orchids with beneficial microbes 
and mycorrhiza.  This treatment allows the 
plants to settle in quickly and encourages 
new root growth.  I sometimes use these 
products several times before applying my 
usual chemical fertilisers.” 

 
Orchid Bark                      By Ron Boyd 
 
Bark is the basic ingredient in the potting 
mixes that most orchid growers use.  If you 
ask fifty growers, you will most likely find that 
they use fifty different potting mixes!  
Generally, I use a mix comprising treated 
pine bark (85%), gravel (8%) and diatomite 
(7%) for my Australian native dendrobiums, 
paphiopedilums, cymbidiums and cattleyas. 
  
In Australia we are fairly lucky when it comes 
to supplies of orchid bark.  Over the last 70 
years or so many Pinus radiata plantations 
have been established in the Southern 
States, providing a renewable and 
sustainable source of pine.  South Australia 
has the ability to supply nearly all Australia’s 
demand for Pinus radiata bark, albeit at an 
ever increasing price.  I have used this type 
of bark in the potting mix for my orchids for 
many years. 

 

  
Pine bark is supplied in many different 
grades, and is suitable for most of our 
orchids.  Choose a grade appropriate to the 
size of pot and the character of the orchid’s 
root system.  Pine bark, as sold for orchid mix 
, is usually composted or treated to remove 
any compounds that are toxic to orchid roots.  
This is very important as, in my opinion, the 
use of fresh, untreated bark is deadly to 
orchids 
 

SHOWS FOR 2005 
 
Members will have a number of opportunities 
to show your blooms and win prizes 
throughout the year.   
 
First will be our Autumn Show, held at our 
meeting hall on our May 18th meeting. 
 
SAROC Fair is next, on the long weekend of 
June --Sat 11th & Sun 12th.  Don’t forget 
the SAROC dinner on the Sat. night at Royal 
Coach Motel, in the company of other 
SAROC member clubs. 
 
In July, from Sun. 10th to the following 
weekend we will stage a show at Parabanks 
Shopping Centre, Salisbury.  This is a new 
venue for us and we look forward to 
members’ support to make it a success. 
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At the end of July, over the weekend of 30th 
and 31st July, we will have a repeat of last 
year’s Winter show in the Klemzig Band 
Hall at  7 O.G. Rd Klemzig. This venue gives 
us an opportunity to stage individual exhibitor 
displays or groups if you prefer, and 
inopportunity to share relaxed weekend social 
experience with other members and friends.  
We are hoping for increased support to make 
the weekend financially viable this year. 
 
Our Spring Show will again be held at 
Burnside Shopping Centre from Sunday 
18th September, till the following Sunday 
25th Sept inclusive. 
 
We also have been given the opportunity to 
stage a display at the Iris Show, October 
25th to 31st -- more information to come! 
 
So you can see that there will be many 
opportunities to display your plants this year.-
- keep them growing strongly for a good 
flowering season later on.  There will be lots 
of opportunities to sell flowering orchids at the 
various venues, too. 
 
 

FORTY YEARS AGO 
 
In 1965, a number of local orchid growers 
considered that there was room in Adelaide 
for another orchid club, meeting a fortnight 
later each month than the Orchid Club, which 
at that time was the State and only 
metropolitan club. 
 
Mr Clarrie Scott, a local commercial grower 
was the main proponent of this proposed new 
group, and on 29th October a meeting of 
growers at the TPI Hall on South Tce,  
Adelaide formed a Committee and proposed 
to commence regular monthly meetings from 
the following January at the Hindmarsh 
Congregational Church Hall, Orsmond St 
Hindmarsh.  At that meeting, Mr. Scott was 
elected President.  Mrs. Elva Shawyer, and 
the late Mr Gordon Shawyer were elected to 
the Committee.  There were a number of 
interested observers from the ranks of the 
Orchid Club at that meeting, too, some of 
whom subsequently joined the new club, 
which was to be known as the South 
Australian Orchidaceous Society. 
 
At the first official January meeting held on 
the third Wednesday of January 1966, thirty 

nine members joined up, at the annual 
subscription of One Pound.  Of the 39, only 
Mrs Elva Shawyer, Harold Luckhurst, and 
Trevor Jacob are now still with us.  All three 
went on to be awarded life membership over 
subsequent years. 
 
 
MISSION IMPORTS GOLD PASS 

 
We have available for purchase at the 
discount price of $3 a number of Gold Passes 
which give access to holders to purchase 
stocks of imported novelties at wholesale 
prices from Mission Imports warehouse at 
George St Thebarton. They stock similar 
items as those found in Cheap As Chips 
stores or similar, and are continually turning 
over new items as they are imported.  You 
can get just about anything and the Society 
gets bonus percentage of all items purchased 
via the Cards.  It’s well worth a look, and I 
understand that if we arrange a group visit 
they will provide after-hours access.  Could 
be worth organising a Society visit for a fun 
night out! 
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COMPETITION RESULTS JANUARY 2005 
 

2nd Phrag. Noirment D & J Higgs CYMBIDIUM 60MM – 90MM SPECIES PAPHIOPEDILUM 
  Second Div 

1st Prom. Burgundy Fire ‘Alpha’ K Trevan First Div Open Div 
1st Cym. Mesa Zia ‘Amber’ B & S Brand 1st Paph. haynaldianum K & H Gurney 2nd Prom. Samsu x Crayshayana K Trevan 

2nd Paph. dianthum K & G Staples   
STANDARD CATTLEYA ZYGOPETALUM  

SPECIES   
Open Div  Second Div 
1st Blc. Toshie Aoki ‘Robin’ G & M Hazledine 1st Z. Helen Ku ‘Hong Kong’ K Trevan Open Div 
2nd Blc. Tribute ‘Independence Day’ K & G Staples 1st Coel. massamgeana R & B Wilson 
3rd C. Hawaiian Wedding Song ‘Virgin’ K & G Staples 
 
NOVELTY CATTLEYA 
 
Open Div 
1st C. Lulu ‘Pink Blush’ R & B Wilson 
2nd Slc. Precious Jewel x Lc. Rosa S & B Huddleston 
3rd Lc. Peggy Hoffman ‘Carousel’ R & B Wilson 
First div 
1st Bc. Jackson Majewski C & J Tilbrook 
2nd Unknown C & J Tilbrook 
3rd Lc. Mari’s Song M & M Page 
 
NOVELTY CLUSTER CATTLEYA 
 
Open Div 
1st C. Kew K & G Staples 
 
COCKTAIL CATTLEYA 
 
Open Div 
1st Slc. Mini Purple ‘Tamami’ G & M Hazledine 
2nd C. Casitas Spring x  
                             Lc. Love Knot S & B Huddleston 
 
NOVELTY PAPHIOPEDILUM 
 
Open Div 
1st Paph. Magic Lantern G & M Hazledine 
2nd Paph. Onyx x Mystic Jewel G & M Hazledine 
3rd Paph. Pop Monkhouse x laevigatum G & C Hime 
 

2nd Enc. ciliare A J Bourne 
3rd Phal. marer P Galpin 

3rd Z. Wilbur K Trevan 
2nd Z. Helen Ku ‘Blackout K Trevan 

 
POPULAR VOTE First Div 

1st Onc. flexuosum P & V Speer  
2nd Onc. flexuosum P & V Speer Open Div 

1st Phrag. Sorcerers Apprentice D & J Higgs  
2nd Blc. Toshie Aoki ‘Robin’ G & M Hazledine NOVELTY PHALAENOPSIS 
3rd Blc. Ronald Hauserman ‘Carl’ K & G Staples  

Open Div First Div 
1st Dtps. Queen Beer ‘Red Sky’ P Galpin 1st Lc. Mari’s Song M & M Page 

2nd Onc. Aloha Iwanaga M & M Page  
3rd Onc. flexuosum P & V Speer MILTONIA/ONCIDIUM/ODONTOGLOSSUM 

 Second Div 
1st Z. Helen Ku ‘Hong Kong’ K Trevan Open Div 

1st Colm. Wildcat ‘Blood Shot’ G & M Hazledine 2nd Prom. Michael Wilson K Trevan 
3rd Prom. Burgundy Fire ‘Alpha’ K Trevan First Div 

1st Onc. Aloha Iwanaga M & M Page  
  
MISCELLANEOUS  
  
Open Div  
1st Phrag. Noirment D & J Higgs  
2nd Phrag. Sorcerers Apprentice D & J Higgs  
3rd Lyc. deppei x Macama R & B Wilson  
Second Div  
1st Prom. Michael Wilson K Trevan  
2nd Prom. Burgundy Fire ‘Alpha’ K Trevan  
3rd Wdwa. Beverley Lou K Trevan  
  
SEEDLING  
  
Open Div.  
1st Paph. Magic Lantern G & M Hazledine  
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BEST IN DIVISION 
 
Open Div 
 
 Paph. Magic Lantern 
 
 grown by G & M Hazledine 
 
First Div 
 
 Bc. Jackson Majewski 
 
 grown by C & J Tilbrook 
 
Second Div 
 
 Prom. Michael Wilson  
 
 grown by K Trevan 
 
 
 
Registrar’s Choice 
 
 Paph. Magic Lantern 
 grown by G & M Hazledine 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REGISTRATIONS 
 
 
Prom. stapelioides x Dinah Albright =  
                                                Prom. Michael Wilson 
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