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LIFE MEMBERS

Alan & Iris Davies, Kevin Gurney, Trevor Jacob, Deane Johnston,
Harold Luckhurst, Nancy Neighbour, Noel Oliver, Elva Shawyer,

Kel Staples, and Peter Speer.

2009 PROGRAMME
March 18th 2009.

The subject for our March meeting will be the easily grown members of the Oncidium family

of orchids, and will be presented by National judge and long term local grower of this genus, Ron

Yeates. It will be a meeting of value to both long time growers and newer growers alike, as there

are orchids within this group easy to grow, whatever conditions you may be able to provide..This

will be a meeting to explore a fascinating and colourful group of orchids to expand your collections.

BIRTHDAYS FOR MARCH

Happy Birthday to these members who are celebrating their birthdays this month..

Joe Cassar Peter French Judith Gardner Rod Semmens

Gwen Staples Jill Taylor Kevin Whibley.

Next Committee Meeting: Pulteney Grammar School 25th March. 2009 7.30pm
Next Judges Meeting Pulteney Grammar School 6th April 2009. 8:00pm
Next SA Regional Judging Panel Meeting: Monday 16th March 7:30pm

Pulteney Grammar School South Tce. Adelaide
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
There were a few more plants on the
benches this month than in January, and, of
course being the beginning of the season, the
numbers will hopefully grow. It is amazing
how these were able to cope with the heat
and lack of water, so with luck, we will still
have orchid flowers this year for the benches
and shows.

Our Guest Speaker, Steve Walker gave a
very informative talk and 'slide show' on frogs
which I found very interesting. I'm sure that
everyone will be pleased to hear that the little
brown tree frog which travelled up from
Myponga in my phragmipedium (obviously to
hear Steve's talk) and jumped out at the
judges was found safe and sound in the
leaves of the plant when I arrived home.
Apart from the live frogs which live in my
glass houses and shade houses, I have a
collection of 'inanimate' frogs arranged on
rocks on one of the benches in the kitchen -
referred to by a member of the Department of
Environment as my 'froggery'. One of the
rules for this is that the frogs must look 'real'
rather than cute or funny. I was given a
couple of little glass frogs as a late birthday
present, and, if I hadn't seen Steve's pictures,
I would not have accepted that one of them
which was a yellow/orange/green spotted
frog was based on a real frog! And so we live
and learn!

I look forward to seeing you all at our next
meeting with more plants for the benches -
hopefully minus frogs

Hope to see you at the next meeting.

Jane.

LAST MEETING

Our guest speaker, Mr. Steve Walker, gave
us a most interesting, and informative talk
about the frog family, aided with a very
professional presentation of pictures and
videoclips of their sometimes, very bizarre
behaviour. Personally, I hadn’t believed that
the activities of frogs could be so interesting,
and I noticed that nearly all members, too,
were really interested in what Mr. Walker had
to tell us.
Not too many plants were tabled last month,
but this will rapidly change as autumn

advances, and we should have some really
fine orchids for us all to see and enjoy.

John Nicholls had a most interested group of
growers to hear what he had to say about
growing cymbidiums prior to the start of the
formal meeting at 8 pm. He’s having great
success with the coconut fibre chunks as the
major ingredient of his potting mix, but both
he and Ben Knobben caution that it should be
thoroughly washed before use to eliminate
salts which seems to be in excessive quantity
in the fibre.

THIS MEETING

Wednesday 18th March 2009.

Mr Ron Yeates has been successfully
cultivating oncidiums for a number of years,
and his experience and study as a national
judge gives him the expertise to pass on to us
much of the information we need so that we,
too, can be successful with the Oncidium
family. Various species and hybrids can be
obtained so that we can have oncids.
flowering at all seasons of the year

Alan Davies has volunteered to discuss
aspects of orchid growing in an informal
discussion group prior to the start of our
regular meeting this month. Alan has had
many years experience in growing all types of
orchids, so if you have any queries, he’s your
grower to talk to.

Our library will be operating for you to borrow
books and magazines, and we have some
very good reference books for you to gather
information about orchids you might like to
find out more about.
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In addition, please make use of our trading
table facility .if you have spare divisions of
your plants for sale. It will earn you some
cash to buy new plants, and give other
members the opportunity to expand their
collections Kevin and Jan Whibley, our
convenors, will be glad to help you out.

SUPPER ROSTER

Our helpful volunteers to help serve our
cuppa at the end of this month’s proceedings
are MURRAY and MARGARET PAGE –
thank you.

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Would members please note that subs. for
2009 are now due..
They remain at $20 for single membership,
and $30 per couple, which we believe is
excellent value for 12 meetings, your monthly
Review, opportunities to show your plants
with a competent AOC judging panel, some
subsidised activities and together with
organised social outings.

The last time we increased subs was in 2005,
and even then it was only a $2 raise, so we
haven’t done badly in recent times.

OUR SHOWS FOR 2009

Our dates for our major Shows for this year
are now locked in, and include :-

Mid-Year Show (our `Autumn Show’) will
be held at the Klemzig Band Hall , 7 O.G.
Road, Klemzig, over the weekend of 11th and
12th July. This late date was necessitated as
the Port Adelaide Council allowed a booking
for the Sat. evening on the preferred earlier
weekend which we had requested. We have
locked in a booking next year for the
preferred last weekend in June.

Winter Show will be held, as previously, at
Salisbury at Stocklands Parabanks Shopping
Centre. from 9th to 16th August.

Our Spring Show at Burnside Village
Shopping Centre will be staged from 20th to
26th September.

At all of these shows there will necessarily be
some changes to the judging sections in the
Laelinae group, to reflect the changes

introduced because of the botanical name
changes which commenced with our monthly
competitions in January. In addition, because
of the timing of our midyear show, we expect
more cymbidiums to be flowering, requiring a
review of the judging categories at this show
for the Cymbidium classes.

KEL’S CORNER

At the meeting of 18th Feb. the benched
plants certainly did their owners credit
considering the very hot weather we have
had to endure. Even with a good layer of
shadecloth, I noticed some quite severe
burning on the leaves of some cymbidiums,
which will in turn affect the winter/spring
flowering season. Time will tell!

Another change which will affect the
exhibitors is the new classification of certain
species and hybrid crossings – for example,
the change of the Brazilian cattleyas like .
bowringiana and C. aurantiaca and many
others into the new name Guarianthe (Gur).
That changes the generic name of many of
the old cattleya hybrids, too. Confusing!.

On the Open Div. benches, R & B Wilson’s
C Lulu `Pink Blush’ was a 17 cm potful with 2
racemes of 3 & 2 blooms. Each flower was
about 7 cm across, pale pink with spotting,
and pink lips.
Another which drew attention was Gsl. Mary
Elizabeth Bohn `with racemes of 2 and 6
flowers, light pink with contrasting blue lips
from its Gsl Blue Boy parentage. Their Gsl
Bactia `Grapewax’ had beautiful deep wine
colour.

Hmwsa Aussie Quest `Reynella’ belonging to
the Himes stood out because of its colouring.
Lemon overlaid with brown, and with showy
purple lips – distinctly different in colour from
most other zygopetalums
Phragmipedium Noirment was growing
strongly, 8 growths, long leaves and 2
racemes each with a flower pink/red in colour
– very nice, and with a bonus frog in the pot
as well
There were only two slipper orchids benched,
one from the Higgs’ had a long raceme and
mustard in colour.

On First Div. There was a potfull of
Sigmatostalix radicans looking like wheat
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growing, with racemes of small greenish
cream flowers with a few brown spots. about
2 cm across – something different
M & M Pages’ Miltonia regnellii hybrid had 4
canes and 5 blooms, having 5 flowers and 1
bud off white with purple lips They also had
a purplish coloured C Valentine Day
`Osborne’ with 11 blooms on one head,
rather more dramatic in colour than most
Chocolate Drop hybrids, with lots of gloss on
the blooms.

On Second Div. Anton Drew had an
interesting Prosthechea longifolia. It had 6
pseudobulbs with 2 racemeseach of 6 blooms
and 3 buds to come. A nice colouration
where the upside down lips were a delicate
lemon striped with brown.., and the 2 ½ cm
petals and sepals pale green, an interesting
colour combination on an attractive perky
orchid.

We can but hope that the worst of the hot
weather is past, but be sure to check your
shading just in case.

Kel Staples

DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR

18th AOC CONFERENCE 2009-

Are you considering going to the next AOC
Conference at Werribee, south of Melbourne,
next 8th –13th September.? Conference
lectures will be held at the Tattersall’s
Performing Arts Centre in Werribee.
Early Bird registrations close 31st March.

LAST MONTH’S PLANT OF THE
NIGHT

Anton Drew originally purchased his plant of
Encyclia lancifolia from Nicky Zurcher – not
cheap, but a lovely dainty orchid not difficult
to grow and not often seen on our show
benches.

Closely allied to the popular cockleshell
orchid, Encyclia cochleata, and like that
species, it comes from .Mexico. This group
of orchids were originally placed with the
Epidendrums, later transferred to Encyclia,
and now are correctly named Prosthecheas.

Other plants in this genus which we regularly
see are Psh. radiata and Psh. fragrans.
Its more common relative Psh. cochleata,
which was also shown last month, but in 1st

Div., was the first tropical epiphytic orchid to
bloom in England at Kew, in 1787, a
forerunner of the orchid growing phenomenon
which is still with us today.

Prosthechea lancifolia has smaller, more
dainty blooms on its stems, and has more of
them., obvious facts which the taxonomist Dr.
R L Dressler noted in 1976 when he
separated this species from Psh. cochleata,
with which it had previously been considered
synonymous. Its growth habit is smaller too,
and the leaves are pointed,

All in all, a dainty species, amongst the more
easily grown orchids, which would be very
popular If it was more readily available.

Prosthechea lancifolia syn Encyclia lancfolia

Prosthechea cochleata syn Encyclia cochleata
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TURNING BACK THE CLOCK

Brian Brand recently loaned me some old
magazines and suggested that an article
about old cymbidiums might be interesting to
cym growers.
When I started growing orchids, the crossing
of Alexanderi `Westonbirt’ with Rosanna
`Pinkie’ (= Balkis) was all the rage in Sydney,
with the white Balkis `Luath’ growing well
under local conditions and producing
champion blooms. This proved a good
breeder, and Leo Giles used it for a number
of crossings, but the best crosses for large
pastel export or florist quality blooms were
generally from American crossings from
companies like Dos Pueblos.
The Lillian Stewart cross (Balkis x Carisona)
was the most highly awarded cross to that
time, and produced many great pink to white
clones. Locally, Syd Monkhouse had Lillian
Stewart `Coronation’ FCC, a large pink
available at $400 per green bulb. Alan
McAllan had a beautiful pink one in the first
John Martins show in 1963, but it
subsequently became virused.
Then came Balkis `Compact’, a show winning
large white, with strong racemes of 5 inch
blooms with lovely pink edged lips. You
could buy that one locally for $400 per bulb,
too.
Cym Mary Ann `Simplicity’ came to Adelaide
from Dos Pueblos in Sydney by a fortuitous
mis-labelling accident, and after winning
shows here, was used extensively in
breeding. You could buy a piece at only $300
per bulb.

I remember in 1961 noting an ad. In the Aust
Orchid Review where an importer had the
English bred Cym Burgundian `Chateau’. on
sale for seven hundred and fifty pounds
(these were pre-mericlone and decimal
currency days, remember)
The best showbench cyms at this time were
all mid to late season flowering, and it was
only when progeny from 4N Early Bird
`Pacific’ became available (Fred Stewart and
Stanley Fouraker crosses, for example) in
response to exporters’ desire to extend the
flowering season that we began to see better
quality early blooms. The Early Bird was a
tetraploid and white progeny improved quickly
under the impetus of breeders like Alvin
Bryant and exporters like John Gulbas in
Sydney.

Late flowering crosses were improved
through the use in breeding of the artificially
induced tetraploids, a number of which
naturally bloomed later in the season.

The seasons in the Southern hemisphere are
opposite to those of Europe, USA and Japan,
and we could export to those huge markets
when they had no cym blooms.

Leo Giles of Wondabah Orchids took another
breeding tack, and produced a number of
highly coloured progeny which became
favourites of many hobby growers. The
export market for these stronger coloured
blooms to markets in Japan and Holland was
developed by exporters like our own Stan
Johnston, whilst Syd Monkhouse was kept
busy, principally with the USA market.

A number of local growers supplied these
exporters, and the cymbidium growing in SA
grew rapidly, with a number of hybridists at
work, and a market assured for good flowers.
Australian cymbidiums were amongst the
best in the world, and South Australian
breeders were at the cutting edge of
developments.
However, times changed, and farmers in New
Zealand and South Africa noted these
developments and began exporting too, and
the large quantities of lower class blooms
produced, eventually led to decreased
viability of our own export markets.

The foregoing comments apply principally to
the large flowered cyms, but South Aust. has
been to the forefront of development of the
miniature and intermediate sized blooms too.
These are assuming more and more
importance with the development of the pot
plant market, smaller backyards, and
increasing age of many of our cym growers

Interest remains high and keen growers are
always on the lookout for superior orchids to
grow or use in future breeding programs. It
pays the keen cym grower to check out local
and interstate shows and magazines, to stay
abreast of the latest quality orchids being
presented . Remain complacent and you’ll
soon find yourself off the pace. That in itself
is a vote for the positive outlook and
prospects for the lovely cymbidium orchid.

------------------------------------------------------------
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COMPETITION RESULTS FEBRUARY 2009

NON STANDARD LAELIINAE

Open Div
1st C Lulu `Pink Blush’ R & B Wilson
2nd Otaara Hidden God G & C Hime
3

rd
C Interglossa R & B Wilson

NON STANDARD CLUSTER LAELIINAE

Open Div
1st C Bactia `Grapewax’ R & B Wilson
2

nd
Gsl. Mary Elizabeth Bohn R & B Wilson

First Div.
1

st
C Valentine Day ``Osborne’ M & M Page

NOVELTY PAPHIOPEDILUM

Open Div
1st Paph. Honey D & J Higgs
2

nd
Paph Delophyllum `Stardust’ K & G Staples

SPECIES

Open Div
1st Cym bicolour J & S Nicholls

First Div.
1

st
Sigmatostalix radicans`` T & M Jacob

2
nd

Psh cochleata T & M Jacob

Second Div
1st Psh lancifolium A Drew

ONCIDIINAE

First Div
1st Milt (May Moir x Yoedale Moir) x regnellii M &
M Page

MISCELLANEOUS

Open Div
1st Phrag Noirment D & J Higgs
ZYGOPETALUM

Open Div.
1st Hmwsa. Aussie Quest `Reynella’ G & C Hime

POPULAR VOTE

Open Div
1st C Bactia `Grapewax’ R & B Wilson
2nd C Lulu `Pink Blush’ R & B Wilson
3rd Gsl Mary Elizabeth Bohn R & B Wilson

First Div
1st C Valentine Day `Osborne’ M & M Page
2nd Sigmatostalix radicans T & M Jacob
3

rd
Milt regnellii hyb. M&M Page

Second Div
1st Psh lancifolia A Drew

BEST IN DIVISION

Open Division
C Lulu `Pink Blush’ R & B Wilson

First Division
C Valentine Day `Osborne’M & M Page

Second Division
Psh lancifolia A Drew

REGISTRAR’S CHOICE

Prosthechea lancifolia Anton Drew


