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Modern compact cattleyas are shapely and colourful.  The purple one was Registrar’s choice.last month.l 

 

IMPORTANT DATES THIS ISSUE 
 

March. meeting on the Third Wednesday of the month at the AdelaideWest Uniting Church hall. 

312 Sir Donald Bradman Drive  Brooklyn Park.  Hall opens 7pm for 8 pm start 

 

 Next Meeting  WEDNESDAY  March 15
th

 2017. 
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LIFE MEMBERS 
 

Brian Brand    Shirley Brand    Alan Davies,   Iris Davies,   
 Kevin Gurney,   Trevor Jacob,    Margaret Jacob,  

  Deane Johnston       Noel Oliver   and        Kel Staples. 
 

2017 PROGRAMME 
March 15th 2017. 

Our treasurer, Garry Simcock, puts on another hat this month to 

tell us how he grows his orchids.. 

 Last time I informed members of another club about the subject of one of Garry’s talks, I 
rambled on too long, and messed up the .content of his address, so this time I’ll just say, come 
along and hear him.  He knows what he is talking about, being a past senior science master at one 
of SA’s leading schools, retiring to operate a successful horticultural businesss at Montacute 

 

Birthdays for  March  2017. 
 

Happy Birthday to these members who are having birthdays this month. . 
 

Joe Cassar Judith Gardner Peter Haltis Jill Taylor  Kevin Whibley. 
 

Members – if your name’s not here and it should be, please let Trevor Jacob know.  . 8346 6155 

 

Supper roster this month:  Jan and Kevin Whibley have volunteered to serve 

our after-meeting cuppa this month.  We appreciate the help of all our volunteers.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Committee Meeting: Pulteney Grammar School Monday 20
th
 February 7.30pm 

Next Judges Meeting Pulteney Grammar School. Monday 3
rd

 April 2017 7.30pm 

Next SA Regional Judging Panel Meeting:  Pulteney Grammar School  Tues, March 14    7.30pm 
 

The Executive Committee of the S.A. Orchidaceous Society Inc.  

2017 

 

PRESIDENT Deane Johnston    8380 5064 

 

VICE PRESIDENTS  Mr. A. Davies and Mr T Jacob 

  

Im PAST PRESIDENT Mr K Gurney.  

 

SECRETARY Mrs Pauline Simcock   8390 2212  

  P.O. Box 161 Brooklyn Park S.A.  5032 

TREASURER Mr G Simcock 8390 2212 

 

COMMITTEE Mr. Dr A Bourne Mrs J Higgs 

 Mrs D Bird Mrs I Davies 

 Ms J Taylor Mrs B Semmens 

 

REGISTRAR of JUDGES Mr. Don Higgs 

SHOW MARSHAL Dr. A. Bourne 

REVIEW EDITOR Mr. T. Jacob    8346 6155 

Articles in this Review 

may be reprinted with 

permission from the S.A. 
Orchidaceous Society Inc. 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT  
Our February meeting was once 

again well attended to hear guest speaker 
Kevin Western talk on a range of cultural 
and flasking methods he uses.  This 
included a segment on sowing orchid 
seed and the procedures of producing 
meristem tissue all in sterile laboratory 
conditions.  Many of our newer members 
probably have not seen this explained 
before and from some of the comments 
after the meeting even the more 
experienced growers amongst our society 
enjoyed Kevin’s talk. 

The three shows and venues for 
2017 have been finalised by committee 
and will be advised in this Review.  One 
of these shows, our Winter Show, will be 
held in the newly re-developed Gilles 
Plains Centre, with a huge area in front of 
Woolworths.  These shows can only be 
run with member’s support, as exhibitors 
and helping to man the rosters for 
security of the show. Rosters will be 
circulated at forthcoming meetings for all 
of these shows, please help where you 
can.  Trading tables for members to sell 
spare orchids (preferably in flower) will 
be held at each show, these also need to 
be manned by members. 

Committee are discussing the 
merits of reintroducing a “new members 
group” for a short question and answer 
or cultural session before our monthly 
meetings.  If there is enough interest by 
members this will be organized.  

On a very sad note I must advise 
of the passing of one of our life members 
Peter Speer on 24th February 2017.  Peter 
with his wife Val attended our Christmas 
meeting last December and enjoyed the 
night with their many friends.  Peter’s 
ailing health has made it difficult for him 
to attend meetings regularly.  He served 
on committee and the judging panel for 
many years and was a staunch supporter 

of our Society.  He will be sadly missed. 
Rest in peace, Peter. 

Our next meeting on March 15th 
will feature guest speaker Garry Simcock, 
our hard working treasurer.  I believe he 
will be speaking on how he grows his 
orchids..  If he grows them as well as he 
can make a vanilla square, we will be in 
for a treat. 

Deane Johnston 
 

VALE-----PETER SPEER. 
 We are very sad to have to advise 
members of Peter Speer’s passing on 
February 24th at hospital.  Our sincere 
condolences are extended to Val Speer 
and her family.  Peter and Val had over 
60 years married life together.   
 Peter joined our Society soon after 
it was formed in 1966, joined our judging 
panel, and his first committee 
appointment was in 1970 when he 
became Vice president.  Ever since, he 
has served as a judge and had  numerous 
stints on committee.  He became a 
national AOC judge in 1977and was a 
requested and invited judge at orchid 
meetings and shows both across SA and 
interstate, plus overseas as well.  Peter 
was awarded Life Membership of our 
Society in November 1992.  He was a 
member and judge with both OCSA and 
the South Coast Orchid Club.   
 Val supported Peter throughout, 
and became our Secretary from 1999 
right through to 2005 inclusive. 
 Peter was universally respected 
among all the orchid growing fraternity as 
an experienced, knowledgeable and 
cooperative judge, and his expertise and 
affable nature will be sadly missed by his 
many friends who had the privilege to 
know him. 
 Rest peacefully, Peter.  A job well 
done. 
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 Peter receives a Certificate of 
Appreciation from the Regional Judging 
panel for 39 years’ service as an AOC 
judge whilst in hospital.. 
 

LAST MEETING 
Kevin Western’s talk last month 

gave us an insight into the techniques  
and time which go into the practices and 
procedures needed to produce orchid 
seedlings and mericlones,.  From 
comments I’ve received both from newer 
growers and old hands, his talk was very 
informative for many., and went a long 
way to show why costs of producing new 
plants are what they are,  It gave our 
newer members an idea of just how new 
plants are developed.  Thank you, Kevin.  
Even the experienced growers gained a 
lot by reinforcing their understanding of 
the techniques. 

THIS  MEETING 
 Garry Simcock has been growing 
orchids for many years, under a variety of 
conditions – indoor for his phalaenopsis, 
shadehouses for cyms, and a heated 
glasshouse for seedlings, cattleyas etc.  
His attention to details, but with a `down 
to earth’ attitude will make for an 
entertaining, informative and interesting 
meeting.  Don’t miss it. 
 

SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
 Committee has reviewed 
subscriptions for 2017 and has approved 

an increase of $5 for both single rate and 
joint rate membership for 2017, the first 
rise for a number of years.. . Margaret 
Jacob has researched the increases over 
the years, and it makes interesting 
reading.  In 1998 subs were increased to 
$12 single/ $20 joint membership, and 
went up regularly until 2005 when they 
were raised to $20 and $30.  We have 
managed to hold our subs at that level, 
until rising postage costs, increasing cost 
of seedlings prices, Review production 
costs etc. made it prudent to increase 
subs this year.  Wouldn’t it be nice if 
rates, electricity, politicians’ salaries and 
health costs could have been held to the 
same rate of increase.  
 Subs are now - Single membership 
$25, and Joint membership $35,. and 
which are due now.  
 

FERTILISING, AND A COMMENT 
ON Phaius tankervilliae 

 Kevin Gurney has taken the 
trouble to pass on the following 
comments about fertilising, following my 
query in January’s Review.  Thank you, 
Kevin 
“On reading the January Review a couple 
of articles caught my attention, the article 
on fertilizer and Phaius tankervilliae. 
Fertiliser, I come from the school of 
“when I remember will do”, and we all 
know that doesn’t work, particularly with 
mounted orchids on cork, as probably 
99% washes straight off onto the ground 
and this has been my problem over the 
years.  That  was growing in the 
controlled glasshouse, however the 
shadehouse  always suffered.  I no longer 
have the glasshouse and all my orchids 
grow in the shadehouse,  Since being 
retired, I do have a bit more time for 
what is left in my collection.  
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 A few years ago I came across 
small plastic perforated baskets which 
could be inserted into plants that were 
mounted, filled with slow release 
fertilizer, and so every time they are 
watered a little bit of fertilizer is released 
for the plants.  This is very much what 
happens in the wild for epiphyte orchids 
and plants, and since doing this, I have 
had much better success. 

 

 Now, regarding Phaius tankervilliae; 
I, like a lot of other growers believed this 
to be a native of Australia, then Papua 
New Guinea.  However over the last few 
years, I have come across it growing in a 
number of Asian countries I have visited.  
The article by Trevor prompted me to do 
a bit more research as to where this is 
plant is found.  I have seen it growing in 
Sabah/Borneo, and also Thailand on my 
recent trips there.  
 On further checking I was 
surprised to realise that Phaius tankervilliae 
is a widespread Asian species growing in 
China, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Pacific 
Islands, Thailand, Malaysia, and 
Indonesia as well as Australasia. 
 Whilst over the years as a judge I 
have seen the plant judged, as I now 
believe, in the wrong sections.  The 
correct section would be Species, or `any 
other species not separately specified’.  A 
reality check! 

Kevin Gurney 
 Thank you, Kevin,  I’ve seen the 
resulting good growth on your plants 

which are fertilised via your plastic 
bucket method, and I know it works.” 
 

   However my specific query was in 
regard to spraying fertiliser onto the plant 
leaves, both upper and lower leaf 
surfaces.  Richard Wilson made the 
pertinent comment to me, saying that 
fertiliser might be more efficiently 
provided for the plant by applying it to 
the plant roots, which have the primary 
and specific task of absorbing and 
relocating water and fertiliser around the 
plant’s tissues.  Great, but I know that 
chelates applied as a foliar fertiliser works 
wonders for citrus trees deficient in some 
specific chemicals, so I know it works for 
them.  But, I’m still confused about 
fertiliser’s effectiveness as a spray on 
orchid leaves ,especially in summer..  
Over to you, readers!. 
 

SAFETY CHECK. 
 This is one very good reason to 
routinely check that the relief valve on 
your pressure spray is not stuck. 
 

 
 

 Appropriate safety clothing and 
goggles would also be prudent if you are 
spraying with insecticide or weedkiller. 

 

SHOW DATES and SCHEDULES 
FOR 2017. 

Plug them in on your calendar now. 
SAROC FAIR.   Long weekend in June – 
put in Friday afternoon June 9th- details 
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as in last month’s Review 
MID YEAR SHOW   Klemzig 
Community Centre. Put in Sat. 8th July 
from 7.30 am  Judging commences 
approx. 9.30  Trading table opens 
approx. 11am.  Show access starts when 
judging finishes (approx.)12 n.  Table top 
displays available. 
WINTER SHOW   Sunday 6th to 
Saturday 12th August.  New venue this 
year.at Gilles Plains Shopping Centre 
(Opposite Holden Hill Police Station)  
Put in at 8am Sunday 6th Take out & 
cleanup approx. 4pm 12th Saturday  
SPRING SHOW   Sunday 17th to Sat. 
23rd Sept. at North Park Shopping Centre  
Main North Rd Prospect.  Put in  Sunday 
17th September at 8 am  Take out 
Saturday 23rd Sept. at 4 pm.  Trading 
table will operate during shopping hours 
 

PROGRAMME OF GUEST 
SPEAKERS. 

APRIL Panel discussion.  How 
younger growers establish their 
collections. 
MAY  James Argent & John Seidel  
Preparing flowers/plants for 
photography and display 
JUNE  Paul Diplugia on Neutrog 
fertiliser products – a success story for 
South Australia 
JULY  Philip Smoult   Mobile 
Horticultural Suppliers.  Expert 
information on all your growing needs. 
AUGUST Roger Herraman  Topic to 
be selected. 
SEPTEMBER Potting demos. on 
popular orchids – panel to be selected. 
OCTOBER Trevor Garrard  Growing 
orchids in a school environment. 
NOVEMBER Annual general 
meeting plus more on growing the new 
sarcochilus with Kevin Trevan &T Jacob. 
DECEMBER  Christmas dinner and 
social evening. 

SOCIAL NEWS and OUTINGS. 
 Alan and Iris Davies have been 
busy identifying venues for our next 
social outing.  It will be on Sunday 19th 
March on the Port River aboard the 
Dolphin Explorer for a 2 hour cruise 
leaving the wharf at 2pm 
Cruise costs only $8 per head, with 
children under 12 years $6  Lunch can 
be purchased on board for $20, 
children under 12 for $15 (cruise 
included.)  
For those who prefer a more upmarket 
meal, Alan suggests the Commercial 
Hotel, just up Commercial Rd. where 
we can meet at 12 noon.  Menu copy 
available from Alan. 
Alan is also investigating a return visit to 
the splendid Gorge Wildlife Park at 
Cudlee Creek, where we’ve enjoyed 
previous very happy visits.  Hope any 
request for out of pocket expenses isn’t 
as large as that of our  politicians 
 

LIBRARY BOOK DONATIONS. 
Both Anton Drew and Tony Bourne 
have a number of orchid books which 
they are donating to our Library.  More 
details to come.  Thanks, gentlemen. 
  

PLANTS AT LAST MEETING. 
 Some very interesting plants were 
on show last month, but time and space 
pressures to get the Review out before the 
long weekend make it necessary to 
discuss them more fully next Review. 
 The Wilson’s weird Catasetum 
planiceps hybrid always tricks me. It’s 
actually a male flower (note the pollineum 
trigger), but it looks like the female bloom 
 Orchid flowers have an advantage 
for us over many other flowers because 
the plants remain in bloom for a long time.  
We had quite a few shown again for a 
second month last meeting. 
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COMPETITION RESULTS   February 2017 
 

STANDARD LAELIINAE Over 80mm 

Open Div 
1st C   Mini Purple `Dendi’ R & L Gunn 

 
STANDARD LAELIINAE UNDER 80mm 

Open Div 
1st C Elusive Dream R & L Gunn 
 
2nd Slc Angel’s Pride x Pot Hawaiian Chic 

  R & L Gunn 
 
NON STANDARD LAELIINAE 

Open Div 
1st L anceps x C intermedia J & D Higgs 
2nd Ctna Watura Kimara J & D Higgs 
3rd l anceps x  C intermedia R & L Gunn 

First Div 
1st Bl Golden Glory  A Drew 

Second Div 
1st Cty Burdekin Honey `Shona’ R Riggs 
 
SPECIES LAELIINAE 

Open Div 
1st Prosthechea cochleata J & D Higgs 
First Div 
1st Psh  cochleata B & S Brand 

Second Div 
1st Psh radiata R Riggs 

 
OTHER SPECIES 

Open Div 
1st Dendrochilum longispicatum J & D Higgs 
2nd Stenoglottis woodii M & E Hume 
3rd Neofinetia falcata M & E Hume 
First Div 
1st Stenoglottis woodii A Bird 

2nd Coel usitana A Drew 

 
NOVELTY  PAPHIOPEDILUM 

First Div’ 
1st Fujiwara A Bird 
 
AUST NATIVE EPIPHYTE  HYBRIDS. 
Open Div 
1st Den Limestone M & E Hume 

2nd Sarco Amber Dawn M & E Hume 
3rd Sarco Velvet M & E Hume 
 
AUST NATIVE EPIPHYTE SPECIES 

Open Div. 
1st Sarco hirticalcar M & E Hume 
2nd Den monophyllum M & E Hume 
3rd Sarco ceciliae alba M & E Hume 

 
STANDARD PHALAENOPSIS 

First Div  
1st Komodo A Drew 
2nd Fusheng’s Mystical Dream ~Come true’ 
  A Drew 
 
OTHER HYBRIDS 

Open Div 
1st Ctsm planiceps x Susan FuchsR & B Wilson 
First Div 
1st Ascda Su-fun Beauty A Bird 
2nd Vanda Debra Anne x tesselata 
  A Bird 
SEEDLINGS 

Opent Div 
 
1st Sarco Amber Dawn M & E Hume 
2nd L anceps x intermedia J & D Higgs 

3rd Sarco Velvet M & E Hume 

 
POPULAR VOTE 

Open Div 
1st Lc Mini Purple `Dendi’ R & L Gunn 
2nd Ctsm  planiceps x Susan Fuchs  

  R & B Wilson 
3rd Dendro. longispicatum J & D Higgs 

First Div 
1st Asco Su Fun Beauty A Bird 
2nd V Debra Anne x tesselata A Drew 
3rd Psh cochleata B & S Brand 

Second Div. 
1st Cty Burdekin Honey Shona’ R Riggs 
2nd Psh radiata  R Riggs 

BEST ORCHID IN DIVISION 
 

Open Division 
 

Cattleya  Mini Purple `Dendi’ 
 

 ` R & L Gunn 

First Division 
 

 Psh. cochleata 
 

  B & S Brand 

Second Division 
 

Prosthechea  radiata’ 
 

Rayne Riggs 
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REGISTRAR’S CHOICE 
  Cattleya Mini Purple  
  `Dendi’ 
 

 Bob & Leslie Gunn 
 

 
The strange Catasetum blooms from the Wilsons.  

 
The distinctive lip on Psh radiate from Rayne Riggs. 

 
Eyecatching ascocenda from Andrew Bird.. 

  
Den Limestone has `rat-tail’type leaves 

 

 
These blooms appear to be on the same 
plant.,,I’d bet that two seedlings were potted up 
together when the plant was deflasked   there 
definitely appears to be only one plant in the 
pot. 
 

 
This strong growing vanda is from Anton Drew’s very 
successful glasshouse – a most unusual but not 
unattractive colour.  It requires ingenuity to bring it in, but 
we’re glad he did. 
============================================ 


