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LIFE MEMBERS

Alan & Iris Davies, Kevin Gurney, Trevor Jacob, Deane Johnston,
Harold Luckhurst, Nancy Neighbour, Noel Oliver, Elva Shawyer,

Kel Staples, and Peter Speer.

2009 PROGRAMME May 20th 2009.
The subject for our May meeting will be a talk by our well known local orchid identity and

judge, Graham Zerbe, who will entertain and inform us about the range , growing requirements and

displaying of the “ dangly” cymbidium orchids, those with the attractive, pendulous spikes; - those

sometimes exasperating cymbidiums shunned by some because they’re harder to bring to

meetings and shows, but which can be so rewarding when displayed correctly.

BIRTHDAYS FOR May

Happy Birthday to these members who are celebrating their birthdays this month..

Ted Braddock Patricia Carman Ruth Creedy Pat Lampard

Mary Sim Pauline Simcock Geoff Spear.

Next Committee Meeting: Pulteney Grammar School 27th May 2009 7.30pm
Next Judges Meeting Pulteney Grammar School 1st June 2009. 7.30pm
Next SA Regional Judging Panel Meeting: Monday 15th June?? 7:30pm

Pulteney Grammar School South Tce. Adelaide
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

WHERE HAVE ALL THE SEEDLINGS
GONE? - Sounds like the cue for a song
doesn’t it?

In last month’s magazine, Don wrote about
the seedling competition that we have each
year and the fact that we had not had any
seedling plants presented on the benches for
the first two months of this year. Every month
at the meeting the raffle prizes are seedling
plants and seedlings are also presented to
the winners at two out of our three shows.
These plants are always won by our
members and taken home and, presumably
grown on to become flowering plants. What
happens to them then?

Surely not all of these plants end up with
inferior flowers, so, when they flower, why not
bring them along, even if it is only to hear the
judges’ comments. I have had some very
nice flowers on seedling raffle plants and
have won several prizes with them. They
may not always be champions, but remember
that someone and something has to win the
seedling prize and also the Champion
seedling prize, so please start showing them.

I would like very much to have some
feedback on seedlings and their flowers from
the members, especially from raffle plant
prizes.

On to a different topic now – the SAROC Fair.
Orchidaceous usually ‘runs’ the kitchen at the
Fair and this year we will be doing so again.
However, Iris Davies, who usually organizes
things very capably, is not able to do so this
year, so we will need as much help as we can
get.
If anyone is able to help in any way, e.g. by
working in the kitchen on Friday night,
Saturday and Sunday, by donating scones,
jam, cream, butter, soup etc. could you
please let me know. I will be preparing a
roster which will be circulated at the next
meeting, so you have a little time to give it
some thought. Thank you.

I look forward to seeing you all at the next
meeting.

Jane.

LAST MEETING

Kevin Gurney didn’t let us down last meeting,
with his excellent photography and talk about
his and Helen’s trip to visit the Butchart
Gardens in Vancouver, Canada. Thank you,
Kevin

Thank you to Betty Huddleston and Mavis
Phillips who supervised the canteen to bring
us our welcome cuppa at the conclusion of
the meeting last month.

THIS MEETING

Wednesday 20th May 2009

Cymbidium growers will have a special
interest in this month’s meeting, as local
identity and judge, Graham Zerbe, will treat
us to a talk about cymbidiums with flower
spikes which present their blooms on
pendulous flower spikes, the `dangly ones’.
This will please a number of judges who
decry the habit of many growers whereby
their spikes are tied in a straight or vertical
position, limiting the aesthetic appeal of the
plant’s presentation, (although this practice
does make it much easier to transport plants
to meetings).

As she had promised, Patricia Carman, our
librarian had taken home and catalogued a
number of recent magazines from the USA
and Great Britain. By reading these, you can
keep abreast of all the overseas trends and
latest breeding and showing information. The
photography and reproduction in the AOS
magazines is outstanding. We have some
very good books in the library about culture of
a wide range of orchids in our own local
conditions, too so check these out as well.

Please try and return library books the
following month so others have a chance to
read them, too.

SUPPER ROSTER

Our helpful volunteers to help serve our
cuppa at the end of this month’s proceedings
are Jan Whibley and Denise Cassar.

Thank you, ladies. The suppertime
discussions and plant viewing are an
important part of our meetings.
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KEL’S CORNER

At the meeting of the 15th April 2009 there
were a lot of quality plants and blooms
presented, considering the excessive heat
previously. Of a note there were a few plants
which had grown over the side of the pot, a
little late to divide, but a pot cut in half and
attached to the main pot is a good way of
getting a new growth away in the Spring time.

On the Open section R. & B. Wilson had Lc.
Mary Elizabeth Bohn growing in a 30cm pot.
There was one spike of 6 pale lavender
flowers with a purple lip, the colour
combination was most attractive.

C. & N. Grigg benched a lovely Lc. Mini
Purple `Tamami’, growing in a 10cm pot.
There were two very deep purple flowers
near 7 ½ cm in size. This type of plant and
flowers was very popular a few years back,
but due to some classification they lost
popularity. However to see a plant like this
one could rekindle enthusiasm and come
back again.

Phrag. Andean Fire grown by D. & J. Higgs
was growing in a 7½ cm plastic drink
container cut in half. The plants had filled the
lower portion of the bottle. There was one
raceme about 60cm tall with 1 flower open
and 3 buds to follow. The flower was a lovely
deep red colour.

Noel Oliver presented a well grown Phal Jo
Hampton ‘Diane’ X Hermosa ‘Highbury’ with 1
raceme of 5 open and 1 bud to open of nice
shapely white flowers.

J. & S. Nicholls had a nice Cym Peter Pan x
Radiant ‘Harry’ growing in a 25cm pot. There
were 12 spikes, 2 in bud, the colour was fawn
with a red lip and was quite outstanding.

Another interesting Cym was Ben Knobben’s
Cym Enzan Summer ‘Ben’. The plant had 6
spikes ,5 with each flower near 7cm in size.
The colour was a pale yellow all over, nice.

One the First Division there was only 7 plants
benched. A. & I Davies had a plant growing
in a 12 ½ cm squat pot with one raceme of 4
flowers and one of 3. The colour was a very
deep red/purple with a dark brown labellum, a
nice flowering from this plant.

P. & V. Speer had a species C. bowringiana
growing in a 15cm pot which the plant had
filled. There were 2 racemes of 12 purple
flowers.

An old favourite belonging to M. & M. Page
was Cym. Morialta ‘Morialta Falls’. The plant
was growing in a 12 ½ cm pot with one spike
of pale green with some red spots on the
lipand with 15 flowers. On a larger plant one
could expect many arching spikes with up to
50 or so flowers each.

The Second Division had 6 plants all
attractive. James Argent had a C. Browniae
‘Riga’ with 2 nice racemes of 11 flowers each.

This particular plant (and others) are slightly
better than most cluster cats of this type as
the flowers are better ‘filled in’. The same
owner had a Doritis pulcherima growing in a
10cm pot which the plant filled. There were 2
racemes of very pale, small pink flowers.

P. & J. Carmens’ plant of C Browniae was
growing in a 17cm pot with 3 racemes of
flowers, the interesting plant had very yellow
leaves due to a lot of light. A plant that is in
need of repotting or breaking up -- a wait until
Spring would be best.

All over, a nice lot of plants and flowers
considering the severe climate conditions that
we have had.

Kel Staples

DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR

The main item on the horizon in the near
future is the SAROC Orchid Fair on the Sat.
and Sunday of the June long weekend.—the
6th and 7th June. Our Society will need
members to support our composite display
with both orchid plants and foliage. Plant
labels will be standardised and produced by
Tony Bourne, so when you know which
orchids you will have, please let Tony know
so that he can arrange labels prior to staging
our exhibit.

We have again been entrusted with the
operation of the canteen over the weekend,
but this time without the guidance of our
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regular convenor, Iris Davies, so it will be up
to others to manage and staff the canteen.
Jane Higgs, Jill Taylor, and Val Speer have
already offered to help, but we’ll need lots of
other helpers, too. Donations of jam, cream,
soups, scones will be helpful if you can
manage it.

There will be a dinner on the Saturday
evening of the Fair, and will be held at the
Regency Tavern on Day’s Rd Regency Park
at 7 pm.. To give you an idea of the costs,
there will be four Specials, at about $10 each,
as well as Fish of the day @ $18, pork
cutlets @ $20, chicken salad @ $14.50,
prawns $23 etc. It will give growers to renew
acquaintances with members of other clubs
from all around our State, so keep this night
free in your diary. Our Society needs to let
Peter French, who is coordinating the
bookings, know the numbers by 31st May, so
let us know at the next meeting.

Johnston Orchids, who will be having a
commercial stall for plant sales at the Fair
has given Committee advance of some
special releases .including new releases of
cattleyas, cyms, oncidiinae, zygos,
dendrobiums and phalaenopsis mericlones
from Taiwan. We will have a noticeboard at
the meeting so you can have a preview.

LAST MONTH’S PLANT OF THE
NIGHT

.Last month’s `Plant of the Night’ was a
cluster type cattleya brought along by Noel
Oliver. This particular plant has lost its label,
but the beautifully presented mauve blooms
were bright and fresh, and Noel’s mastery of
the conditions needed to grow this orchid well
were on show for all to see.

SOCIAL NEWS

The lunch time meal at the Watermark
restaurant at the corner of Anzac Highway at
Glenelg, on Tuesday 28th April proved a
resounding success, with 25 members
sharing a very pleasant outing. The food was
plentiful and varied, and we could fill up with
our favourite dishes. It gave members the
opportunity to discuss many and varied topics
in an unhurried and pleasant location.

The success of this outing gives our social
committee the incentive to organise further
ventures and later we propose a nursery visit
day, and possibly a cruise on a new boat trip
now operating from Port Adelaide.

THE AALSMEER FLOWER
AUCTION.

The small town of Aalsmeer in Holland is the
heart of the world flower and pot plant trade.
The daily quantities of cut flowers and pot
plants, including orchids, is huge, and the
prices have world wide significance. In 2006,
the turnover exceeded 2 billion Euros.

Approx. 20 million flowers and over 2 million
plants are traded daily, via a system of 5
huge auction theatres, in which 13 large
electronic clocks are displayed. Each shows
a downward moving price for a batch of
flowers or plants on display at the time.
These flowers are brought in on tiered trains,
and the buyers buy the lots by pressing a
button on the arm of their seat. The
downward moving clock records the price and
the particular group of plants is recorded via
computer. A fraction of a second delay by a
bidder means the lot could go to another
bidder. On average, each lot is sold in a
matter of a few seconds, a much faster
system than the usual upward moving
prices...

Within a few hours, some 60,000 transactions
between buyer and seller are realised each
day. The automated processes mean that
the purchased lots are delivered at the
buyers’ loading bays in very short time, with
all the necessary documentation. 85% of the
daily turnover is exported the same day, to
diverse worldwide markets such as flower
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stalls in Britain, supermarket chains in
Germany, flower wholesale markets in Paris,
garden centres in Moscow, or florists outlets
in Tokyo, for example.

Orchids represent some 30% of the pot plant
trade. The biggest proportion are
phalaenopsis, but dendrobiums, oncids.
miltonias, vandas, cymbidiums etc are sold in
large numbers, too. Demand for phals. has
grown enormously in recent times, and in
2006 Dutch auctions sold some 34 million
plants, over half coming from the Aalsmeer
auctions.

The Aalsmeer auction complex is the largest
trade building in the world. The building
complex is over 1 million square metres,
equivalent to 165 soccer fields, and the whole
site premises covers 1.5 million square
metres. In addition to the Auction itself, the
building accommodates 300 export
companies, as well as a huge dispatch,
shipping and forwarding centre, transport
companies, Plant Health Inspection Bureau,
and Customs Office. The site provides jobs
for 12,000 workers .

The Auction also provides for 150,000 annual
visitors, who can inspect the proceedings
from specially sited, well out of the way
galleries.

In spite of its enormous size, the complex is
run on a co-operative basis, with its own 3300
members providing plants and flowers, but
also from some 3500 suppliers worldwide,
mostly from Europe, Africa and the Middle
East as well.

T.J.

Plants ready for auction.

Auction room at Aalsmeer

P & J Carman’s C Browniae

Two eminent gentlemen inspect Colin Grigg’s
Lc Mini Purple `Tamami’

You’ve got to be early to get the best biscuits, Val.
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EXPANDING YOUR ORCHID COLLECTION ALAN DAVIES.

We have a several new members in our Society who may be interested in expanding their orchid
collections, but are unsure of what to give a try. They have had a few cymbidiums for a while,
which flower from August to October fairly regularly. For the rest of the year the only colour in the
growing area is green.
To solve this problem, the next step is to find other orchids, which are easy to grow and will flower
in the other months of the year. Over the next few months I will suggest a few such orchids, which
we see regularly on the show benches.
All of these orchids I have grown myself, without a glasshouse (which would be a bonus.) Basic
culture sheets are always available on the trading table at our shows, or a request to the Secretary
could be made if required.
Talk to the growers that show them and see if they have another piece that you can get or reserve
a piece of their plant when they next divide it. Watch the trading tables.
We will start with some of the more readily available cluster cattleya types which flower during
autumn and early winter and are easier to grow.

Cattleya KEW.

C. KEW is one of the earliest flowering C.
bowringiana hybrids. Shade cloth of 70%
works for me, with extra shading during days
of extreme heat. Watering and fertilising is
same as the Cymbidiums.
C KEW can readily grown into a showy

specimen plant, flowering March and April
with clusters of light mauve flowers which
have a trumpet shaped labellum and a white
inner lip and a yellow throat. Flowers can last
for up to 5 weeks in a cooler position. I find
C.KEW a bit easier to grow than its parent C.
bowringiana.

C Valentines Day.

C Kew.

Cattleya VALENTINES DAY

C. VALENTINES DAY is another showy
autumn flowering Cattleya which can
have fifteen plus flowers arranged in a
bunch around the top of each raceme.
These flowers exhibit a waxy sheen
inherited from its parent C. CHOCOLATE
DROP.
This orchid is strongly scented and the
flowers last in good condition up to
several weeks.
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COMPETITION RESULTS APRIL 2009

CYMBIDIUM 60- 90 mm

Open Div
1

st
Enzan `Sunbreeze’ B Knobben

2
nd

Peter Pan `Sunbreeze’ J & S Nicholls

CYMBIDIUMS Under 60mm

Open Div
1

st
Peter Pan x Radiant Harry J & S Nicholls

Second Div.
1

st
Morialta `Morialta Falls’ M & M Page

STANDARD LAELIINAE 80 MM and over

Open Div
1

st
Rsc (Blc) Toshie Aoki `Robin’ R & B Wilson

2
nd

Lc Bethlehem x (Lc Eliz. Off x C Oconee) K &
G Staples
3

rd
C Enid Alba x C Mt. Anderson S & B

Huddleston

First Div
1

st
Lc Love Knot x Lc Casitas Spring A & I Davies

STANDARD LAELIINAE under 80 MM

Open Div
1

st
Lc Mini Purple `Tamami’ C & N Grigg

NON STANDARD LAELIINAE

Open Div
1st Pot. Burama Beauty `Burama’ S & B
Huddleston
2

nd
Lc Mary Elizabeth. Bohn R & B Wilson

3
rd

Lc Angel heart x C ToowongS & B Huddleston

First Div
1

st
Blc Cherry Suisse A & I Davies

Second Div.
1

st
C intermedia x amethystina P & J Carman

STANDARD CLUSTER LAELIINAE

Open Div.
1st C Unknown N Oliver
2

nd
C Bactia `Forever Yours’ R & B Wilson

Second Div
1

st
C Browniae P & J Carman

2
nd

C Browniae J Argent

NON STANDARD CLUSTER LAELIINAE

First Div.
1

st
C Minerva `Highercombe’ P & V Speer

Second Div
1

st
` C Minerva `Highercombe’ J Argent

NOVELTY PAPHIOPEDILUM

Open Div
1st Paph. Lynleigh Kooperwitz K & G Staples
2

nd
Paph Vic-Marie x Lodigatum K & G Staples

Second Div
1

st
charlesworthii x Maudiae J Argent

SPECIES

Open Div
1st Zelenka (Onc,) onusta N Oliver
2

nd
Cattleya maxima R & B Wilson

3
rd

C. labiata K & G Staples

First Div.
1

st
C bowringiana P & V Speer

2
nd

Cym dayanum A & I Davies

Second Div.
1

st
Doritis pulcherrima J Argent

STANDARD PHALAENOPSIS

Open Div.
1

st
Jo Hampton x Hermosa N Oliver

AUST. NATIVE EPIPHYTE HYBRID

First Div
1

st
Den Tosca K & J Whibley

ONCIDIINAE

Open Div
1

st
Brassada Spiderman N Oliver

First Div
1st Colm Wildcat `Taiwan Princess’ A & I Davies

MISCELLANEOUS

Open Div
1st Phrag Andean Fire D & J Higgs

SEEDLING

Open Div
1

st
Z Artur Elle x Helen Ku R & L Gunn

ZYGOPETALUM

Open Div.
1st Z Artur Elle x Helen Ku R & L Gunn
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POPULAR VOTE

Open Div
1st Sc(Lc) Ovation `Richard’’ R & B Wilson
2nd C Unknown N Oliver
2nd Cym Enzan Summer `Ben’ B Knobben

First Div
1st Blc Cherry Suisse A & I Davies
2nd Cym Morialta `Morialta Falls M & M Page
3

rd
Den Tosca K & J Whibley

Second Div
1st C Browniae P & J Carman
2

nd
C Browniae J Argent

3
rd

Paph charlesworthii x Maudiae J Argent

BEST IN DIVISION

Open Division
C Unknown Noel Oliver

First Division
Blc Cherry Suisse A & I Davies

Second Division
C Browniae P & J Carman

REGISTRAR’S CHOICE

Cattleya Unknown Noel Oliver

Blc Cherry Suisse from the Davies

Noel Oliver’s Cattleya Unknown


