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LIFE MEMBERS

Alan Davies, Iris Davies, Kevin Gurney, Trevor Jacob, Deane Johnston,
Harold Luckhurst, Nancy Neighbour, Noel Oliver Elva Shawyer,

Kel Staples, and Peter Speer.

2010 PROGRAMME ---May 19h 2010.

Almost all orchids we grow benefit from the judicious application of fertilisers, and this meeting Dr.

Tony Bourne will discuss some aspects of applying the right types of fertiliser, in the appropriate

concentrations, and at the correct seasons. Comparisons done experimentally have proven the

effectiveness of fertilisers on plant growth, and we can improve our culture and flowering results if

we do it the right way.

BIRTHDAYS FOR May 2010

Happy Birthday to these members who are celebrating their birthdays this month..

Ted Braddock Patricia Carman Pat Lampard

Mary Sim Pauline Simcock Geoff Spear
.

South Australian Orchidaceous Society,

Next Committee Meeting: Pulteney Grammar School 24th May. 2010 7.30pm
Next Judges Meeting Pulteney Grammar School Monday 7th June. 7.30pm
Next SA Regional Judging Panel Meeting: SAROC Sat/Sun 12/13th June 7:30pm

Pulteney Grammar School South Tce. Adelaide

The Executive Committee of the S.A. Orchidaceous Society Inc.

PRESIDENT Ms J Taylor  8333 0103

VICE PRESIDENTS Mr. A. Davies

Mr P French

Im PAST PRESIDENT Mrs J Higgs

SECRETARY Dr. Tony Bourne   8356 9523 

P.O. Box 161 Brooklyn Park S.A. 5032

TREASURER Mr R Gun

COMMITTEE Mr. K Trevan

Mr. P. Speer

Mrs L Gunn

3 positions remain unfilled .

REGISTRAR of JUDGES Mr. Don Higgs

SHOW MARSHAL Dr. A. Bourne

REVIEW EDITOR Mr. T. Jacob  8346 6155

Articles in this Review
may be reprinted with

permission from the S.A.
Orchidaceous Society Inc.



3

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Didn’t you love seeing and hearing about
the strange looking orchids of the world last
month? Some of them we’ve seen at our
shows but there’s always a reason for their
odd shapes or strange colouring. Thank you,
Trevor, for telling us how the pollen is
passed from flower to flower, and showing it
so clearly with the pictures. This explains
their shape and colours as traffic signals for
the pollinating insects.

Since then, our Society has had a small
display at the Home Living Expo at the
Wayville Showgrounds. We couldn’t sell
plants, but we were able to provide
information, and discuss growing needs –
such as ‘Why don’t my orchids flower!” This,
by the way, is just what Tony Bourne is going
to do next meeting when he talks to us about
fertilisers.

Don’t forget that our mid-year OG Road
show is coming up on June 26t and 27th. It’s
great fun doing your own exhibit or joining
with others to do one. Start thinking, not
dreaming.

See you at the next meeting.

Jill..

LAST MEETING

Local grower, Trevor Jacob, gave us all a
look at some of the curiosities of the orchid
world when he presented his “Weirdo’s of the
Orchid World” programme...His selection of
photos showed us some of the more bizarre
orchids which have evolved differing
strategies to attract pollinators.
Thank you, Trevor.
Leslie Gunn had a trial run as Registrar of
the Night. and did a very good job, as Don
will be away next month. Thank you, Leslie.

THIS MEETING
Wednesday 19th May 2010.

Dr. Tony Bourne has been researching the
different types of fertilisers available to us,

and the concentrations of these in solution to
give us optimum growth of our plants, and to
enhance flowering.

Tony will be able to test the concentration of
your fertilisers, so if you wish to find out the
relative strength of what you feed your plants
with, make up a sample of what you usually
use and bring it along to the meeting. It will
enable us to make some interesting
comparisons. We are usually told to apply
half-strength fertilisers and give it more often,
because too strong concentrations can burn
the roots. So, if you wish to test your
fertiliser, bring along a sample next meeting.

We continue to see improving numbers and
quality of the orchids tabled as the season
advances, and we look forward to increasing
numbers tabled. Please have them benched
before 7.45 pm so the judges can get an
early start.

NEW GROWERS GROUP
We will have a further segment of the
meeting starting at 7.30 pm in the foyer,
where an experienced grower will discuss
your queries about growing orchids. This
meeting, Alan Davies will be there , talking
mainly about `cool growing orchids, so if
you want any information about trying some
of these, Alan’s your man.

The June meeting will feature a discussion
about zygopetalums by Kevin Trevan, one of
our most successful growers of zygos..

VALE.

We are very sad to have to advise members
of the passing of Mrs. Floss Johnston, wife of
our late Life Member, Mr. Stan Johnston, and
Deane Johnston’s mother. Mrs Johnston
cheerfully battled through some physical
adversity later in life to support and advise in
the operation of Johnston Orchids over many
years. She will be sadly missed by her
family and friends, and we send our sincere
condolences to the Johnston family in their
sad loss.
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KEL’S CORNER.

Kel was unable to be with us last meeting and I
had limited opportunity to view the plants, so
please forgive me if I haven’t remembered your
plant on the bench.. All plants are important, and
we all like to see a variety, so bring along your
flowering plants for us to see.

A few of the early season cymbidiums are
making their appearance, and their perky flowers
make an intriguing introduction to the season to
come.In the Open Div. we saw three fine
examples, the specimen plant of Denis Cook’s
Golden Elf x Sussex Dawn (registered as
Hawaiian Gold) showed how spectacular these
earlies can be. Denis loaned his plant for our
display at Wayville, and it’s clear yellow blooms
looked spectacular against the black backdrop.
Brian Brand’s seedling mini Regal Fire x Kiata,
clear dusky pink with attractive labellums on
upright spikes was a show winner earlier in the
month, and is a fine addition to our early cyms.

Cym Hawaiian Gold

The laeliinae continue to shine with some
outstanding cattleya types in all sizes and
colours. The larger ones are so spectacular, and
the jewel like small types are shapely with almost
iridescent colour variations.
Recent hybridising with the small types in
Australia have seen a big jump in quality and
availability

Only one paphiopedilum was shown, Envy Green
from Jane and Don Higgs, but its quality was
high, and its recent pedigree, showing influence
of the newer Chinese species was interesting to
paph. connoisseurs.
Their Phrag. Noirmont, an allied genus to the
paphs, but from South America rather than Asia,
is a good and reliably flowering example of

phragmipediums, which seem to do well in the
cooler Myponga districts.

The Dendrobium Kuranda Classic from Trevor
Garard was of note because of the breedable
regressive trait of having the normal lip type
replaced with a lip just like the petals – more like
other types of flowers than orchids, which usually
have specialised, sometimes very bizarre, lips.

Making a welcome seasonal appearance are
some of our native terrestrial orchids, and the
specialist growers who have taken the trouble to
provide their precise cultural conditions required
for their success can be rewarded with pots full of
their intriguing blooms. South Australia only has
terrestrial native orchids

In contrast, the South African terrestrial
Stenoglottis longifolia, long spikes of multi
lavender blooms,. can be arguably more
spectacular, and I believe was Champion Orchid
at the recent South Coast Autumn show. Ian
Attenborough’s plant at our meeting was very
nice.

Zygopetalums are deservedly becoming more
and more regularly seen at our meetings and
shows, justified by the continuing hybridising of
better and more prolific varieties equally as easy
to grow as our cymbidiums. Growers in all
Divisions are producing some very nice plants,
and in a widening colour range. Quality is
improving, but even in some of the good
crossings, we can get some duds.

This happens with breeding in any genera, and
not only with orchids, either, but sometimes,
somewhere, growers can get lucky, and it might
very well be you, so keep on trying the new
seedlings.

SOCIAL OUTING-- AUGUST.

We are looking to perhaps have lunch together at
the Eagles Bistro on Port Rd Woodville, and then
going to West Lakes to visit the Cym. Club’s
Spring Show. This has been suggested for
Wednesday 25th August. More details later.
We are also thinking of organising a visit to the
Botanical Gardens for a guided tour by Bodo
Jensen, a qualified Guide and Past President of
NOSSA, some time around June 2nd. The tour
takes about an hour and a half, and maybe could
be followed by a picnic lunch. We’ll see who
might be interested next meeting.
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SUPPER ROSTER

Members who have volunteered to help prepare
our cuppa at the end of this month’s meeting are
Judith Gardner and Betty Huddleston.

Thank you, ladies. Your help is appreciated.

SAROC FAIR DISPLAY.

Our Society will again have a display at this
year’s SAROC Fair at Pulteney Grammar
School.
Set up will be from 5 pm on Friday 11th June
and will run 12th and 13th (Queen’s Birthday
holiday weekend) Your participation and
support is sought to help us make a good
display.

Our Society will be responsible for running
the Canteen under the guidance of convenor,
Iris Davies. She would appreciate offers of
help to ensure the canteen functions well
over the weekend.
Please note –no long term parking is
available in the School grounds i.e. access
for loading/unloading only.

There will be a dinner arranged for the
Saturday night at the Regency Tavern, Days
Rd Regency Park. – lots of room and a
private area to socialise with other orchid
growers.

ORCHID SHOWS COMING DATES
SAROC FAIR 12th and 13th JUNE at
PULTENEY GRAMMAR SCHOOL SOUTH TCE
ADELAIDE. We urge all members who can, to
participate in the SAROC FAIR.. It is an
excellent social occasion to meet with members
of other Clubs in a relaxed and friendly
atmosphere over the long weekend. Your
support in providing plants for our display, and in
helping operate the Canteen (our Society’s
responsibility) over the weekend will help
tremendously. Or in just coming along.!!
Commercial orchid growers will have stands for
you to purchase plants.

MIDYEAR SHOW June 26th and 27th at Klemzig
Hall 7 OG Rd. Start grooming your plants for our
Mid-year Show at the Klemzig Community Hall,
at the last weekend in June.

DISPLAY AT HOME LIVING. EXPO.
APRIL 24th to 26th Wayville Showgrounds.

Our Society had a display of orchids at the
Showgrounds Expo over the Anzac day
weekend.
Thank you to those members who provided
plants for a very nice display of cattleyas,
cymbidiums, and zygopetalums and foliage
plants.to show the public.
Volunteers who manned the exhibit over the
weekend handed cultural information and
advice to all who were interested. We thank
all those members who gave their time to
support our Society. Your support helps
maintain one of the objectives of our Society
– to promote orchids and their culture to the
public.

COMMUNITY LOTTERY TICKETS.

Our Society is participating in a Community
Lottery this year, with lots of prizes, including a
car.-$2 per ticket! Proceeds of our ticket sales
will be returned to our Society.
Could people with Community Lottery books of
tickets please arrange to have them returned to
Secretary, Tony Bourne, at this meeting, or by
the end of May, please?

NEW MEMBER.

We welcome Chris Cooke as a new member to
our Society.. We hope you have a long and
happy association with our Society, Chris. I’m
sure any of our members will be only too happy
to provide any information they can to assist you
in growing your orchids.

CONGRATULATIONS.

Our members, Murray and Margaret Page
celebrate their 50th Wedding Anniversary this
month. Well done.
Our past President, Sheila Hellawell celebrated
her 80th Birthday last month, too.
Congratulations and our best wishes to all.

CHEERIO

Good to hear Leslie Gunn, Kel Staples, and
Nancy Neighbour are recovering after hospital
stays, and to see Geoff Salman back at our
meeting after illness.
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BLACK SPOTS ON ORCHID
LEAVES.

This paper, by Dr. Brian Milligan, has been
sponsored by the Aust. Orchid Foundation.

“Virtually everyone who grows orchids
has experienced black spots on the leaves of
their plants at some time. Some zygos. are
particularly prone to spotting but many other
genera, particularly those with thin, broad
leaves, occasionally develop black spots.
Once these spots have developed, there is
nothing to do but wait for the affected leaves
to fall off naturally, or perhaps to trim them
with sterilised scissors if only a few leaves
are affected. Leaf spotting seems to occur to
a lesser extent if the plants are grown with
good air circulation and watered early in the
day so that the foliage can dry out before
nightfall. Surprisingly, some other orchids
like cymbidiums, growing beside
zygopetalums, are generally unaffected by
this cause.

Maxillarias, even those grown in heated
glasshouses, are also renowned for their
propensity for leaf spotting. Again, it may be
minimised by providing good air circulation
and avoiding wetting foliage when watering...
Some dendrochilum species with broad
leaves also seem particularly susceptible.

Black leaf spotting is generally attributed to
attack by fungi or bacteria, but this general
observation is not particularly helpful, as
there are a host of different fungi and
bacteria, many requiring a different fungicide
or bactericide for their control. I spray the
plants in my glasshouse once or twice a year
with a systemic fungicide called Baviston, but
still experience some leaf spotting; possibly a
range of different fungicides would provide
better control.
While some fungal infections that attack
orchids spread rapidly and are often fatal to
the plant, the type of leaf spotting described
above is, in my experience, seldom fatal.
Like the common cold it seems to be a
perennial problem that the orchid grower
must accept as one of the hazards of our
hobby.”

Dr. Milligan is a well respected and successful
orchid grower, and regularly contributes articles
to the national orchid magazines, and provides
literature for the Australian Orchid Foundation,
which is dedicated to providing funds and
research into orchid related projects in Australia.
Noel Oliver has been instrumental in obtaining a
number of these AOF notes which we have
permission to use.

Sl Orpetii Laina’

Stenoglottis longifolia

_______________________________________
.
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COMPETITION RESULTS April 2010

CYMBIDIUMS 60—90 mm

Open Div.
1

st
Sue `Autumn Summer’ D & G Cook

2
nd

Hawaiian Gold D & G Cook
3

rd
Enzan Summer `Ben’ J Nicholls

CYMBIDIUMS Under 60mm.

First Div.
1

st
Regal Fire x Kiata B & S Brand

STANDARD LAELIINAE 80MM & OVER

Open Div
1st C Gakuen Walker R & B Wilson
2

nd
Lc Moochie S & B Huddleston

3
rd

C Ovation `Richard’ R& B Wilson
First Div.
1

st
C Ovation `Richard’ M & M Page

STANDARD LAELIINAE UNDER 80mm

Open Div
1

st
Slc Jungle Beau `Castle Creek’ D & G Cook

2
nd

Slc Angel Fantasy x Lc Mini Purple D & G Cook
First Div
1

st
Sl Orpetii `Laina’ I Attenborough

NON STANDARD LAELIINAE

Open Div
1st (Sl Orpetii xKen Dream) X Slc Mem Ken Martin

D & G Cook
First Div
1

st
C Minerva `Highercombe’ A & I Davies

STANDARD CLUSTER LAELINAE

Open Div
1

st
Ctt (C ) Portia `Gloriosa’ R & B Wilson

NON STANDARD CLUSTER LAELIINAE

Open Div
1st C Browniae `Riga’ D & G Cook
Second Div
1

st
C Kew J & D Cassar

NOVELTY PAPHIOPEDILUM

Open Div
1st Paph.Envy Green D & J Higgs

NOVELTY PHALAENOPSIS

Open Div
1

st
Little Skipper `Cathie’ T Garard

DENDROBIUM

Open Div
1

st
Kuranda Classic T Garard

AUST. NATIVE EPIPHYTE HYBRID

First Div
1

st
Den Hilda Poxon B & S Brand

AUST NATIVE TERRESTRIAL SPECIES

Open Div
1

st
Ptst reflexa L Burgess

First Div
1

st
Ptst reflexa J & R Dunn

2
nd

Ptst laxa J & R Dunn

ONCIDIINAE

Open Div.
1

st
Colm. Carmela S & B Huddleston

2
nd

Milt. Bluntii K Trevan
First Div
1

st
Onc. Minmi A & I Davies

MISCELLANEOUS OTHER HYBRID

Open Div
1

st
Phrag Noirmentt D & J Higgs

SPECIES

First Div.
1

st
Sten. longifolia I Attenborough

SEEDLING

Open Div
1

st
Slc Orpetii x Ken Dream x Mem Ken Martin D & G

Cook
2

nd
Slc Angels Fantasy x Lc Mini Purple D & G Cook

3
rd

Slc Orpetii x Ken Dream x Slc Mem Ken Martin D &
G Cook
First Div
1

st
Z Artur Elle x( Zyp Elfin Jade x Helen Ku) M

Baulderstone
2

nd
Cym Regal Fire x Kiata B & S Brand

3
rd

Z Kiwi Choice x Z Titanic M
Baulderstone

ZYGOPETALUM

Open Div
1

st
Hmwsa Aussie Quest K Trevan

2
nd

Z Conway’s Choice x Z John Banks R & L Gunn
3

rd
Z Prospect Hill D & J Higgs

First Div
1

st
Z Artur Elle x Zyp Elfin Jade x Helen Ku M

Baulderstone
2

nd
Z Kiwi Choice x Titanic M Baulderstone

3
rd

z Clare Fisher K & J Whibley
Second Div
1

st
Z Clare Fisher J & D Cassar
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POPULAR VOTE

Open Div
1st Cym Hawaiian Gold D & G Cook
(2nd Slc Jungle Beau `Castle Creek” D & G Cook
3

rd
C Ovation `Richard’ R & B Wilson

First Div
1

st
Sc (Lc) Ovation `Richard’ M & M Page

2
nd

Z Kiwi Choice `Eileen’ J & R Dunn
3

rd
Phal Little Skipper `Cathie’ C & J Tilbrook

Second Div.
1

st
C Kew J & D Cassar

2
nd

Z Clare Fisher J & D Cassar

BEST IN DIVISION

Open Division
Paph Envy Green D & J Higgs

First Division
Sc. Ovation`Richard’ M & M Page

Second Division
C. Kew J & D Cassar

REGISTRAR’S CHOICE

Paphiopedilum Envy Green

Jane & Don Higgs

Paph Envy Green

Lc Ovation `Richard’

Dendrobium Kuranda Classic

Phragmipedium Noirmont.
===================================


