
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRESIDENT 

Mrs. Jane Higgs 

8558 6247 

SECRETARY 

Dr Tony Bourne 

8356 9523   

PO Box 161 Brooklyn Park SA 5032 

TREASURER 

Mr Robert Gunn 

8298 1809 

   

St

Stuart Huddleston’s lovely Cattleya Sylvia Fry `Supreme’ Spring Show Champion 2007 

 

 

April 2008 meeting to be held on the THIRD Wednesday of the Month, at the Adelaide West 
Uniting Church Hall, 

312 Sir Donald Bradman Drive Brooklyn Park. 
 

Next Meeting  WEDNESDAY  April 16th 2008. 

Volume 43 No4 April 2008 

The Official Publication of 

The South Australian Orchidaceous Society Inc. 
 

Affiliated with 

Australian Orchid Council 
South Australian Regional Orchid Council 

American Orchid Society 

 

Web Site www.geocities.com/saorchidaceous   mailto:saorchidaceous@yahoo.com.au 
 

http://www.geocities.com/saorchidaceous
mailto:saorchidaceous@yahoo.com.au


 

 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

2008 PROGRAMME 
  

April 2008. 

Water Conservation in a Dry Climate, and Using Fertilisers Wisely. 

 

To be discussed by our local horticultural expert and TV presenter, 

SOPHIE THOMPSON. 

. 
 

BIRTHDAYS FOR APRIL 

Happy Birthday to these members who are celebrating their birthdays this month. 
 

Ben Bolt Lesley Gunn Sheila Hellawell Shirley Little  
Nancy Neighbour Sandra Nicholls Peter Speer Shirley Steele. 

 
 

SUPPER ROSTER 
Members who have volunteered to help prepare our supper this month are :- 

 

Margaret and Murray Page. 
Thank you, members. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Next Committee Meeting: Pulteney Grammar School 23rd April 2008 7:30 pm 

Next Judges Meeting Pulteney Grammar School 2
nd

 June 2008 8:00pm 

Next SA Regional Judging Panel Meeting:  14th April 2008  7:30pm 

 Pulteney Grammar School South Tce. Adelaide 

 

The Executive Committee of the S.A. Orchidaceous Society Inc.  
 

 

PRESIDENT Mrs. J Higgs    8558 6247 
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TREASURER Mr R Gunn 

COMMITTEE Mr. J. Nicholls 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
What a wonderful relief this cooler weather 
provides!!  - Here speaks someone who 
hates the heat.   
 
I have taken the opportunity of this break in 
the weather to do some much needed re-
potting of my orchids.  As I have been 
working on the orchids I have noticed that a 
lot of my orchid labels are almost unreadable 
and I have had to re-write most of them.  I 
have tried lots of different, supposedly 
permanent pens and chinagraph-type pencils, 
but none of them seem to last for me and I 
don't know if it is just my choice of pens or 
whether our water has an effect on the lasting 
qualities.  I am currently using a laundry 
marker, hoping that this will work.  I would be 
very interested in some feedback on this - if 
other people are experiencing the same 
problems and what pens etc. people are 
using with success. 
 
I have found quite a lot of inflorescences 
(spikes) on my cymbidiums, which seem to 
have happened almost overnight.  Now is the 
time, when they are only a few inches high, to 
put a stake in the pot next to them, so that as 
they grow you can train them up straight 
early.  This makes it much easier than trying 
to straighten a long spike that has grown 
sideways or crooked.  There are also fewer 
problems with the flowers facing the wrong 
direction if they are tied up well before they 
open.   
Remember to watch out for your eyes when 
looking for spikes - orchids are real eye-
catchers in every sense of the word! 
 
I look forward to seeing you all at the next 
meeting, 
 
Jane. 
 
 

LAST MEETING 
We all enjoyed Jane Higg’s talk last meeting 
when she gave us an overview of the trials 
and tribulations of doing the right thing by the 
environment at the Higgs’s property at 
Myponga, and also discussed the array of 
delightful native orchids endemic to the area.  
The only thing she didn’t tell us about was the 
fairies at the bottom of her garden (and I 
know they’re there, I’ve seen them). 
 

Jane’s photos of the changes brought about 
in the areas adjacent to the river there 
showed what can be done if commonsense 
methods of conservation are employed. 
 
 

THIS MEETING 
 

Wednesday 19
th

 March. 
 

Local identity Sophie Thompson will include 
us in her busy agenda of bringing to South 
Australians horticultural advice and 
commonsense information about  the use of 
plants and water in our increasingly dry 
environment  this month.  We have heard 
Sophie talk to us previously, and we know 
that her talks deliver timely advice that will 
reinforce our knowledge of how to cope with 
ever more stressful climatic conditions. 
 
Some of us will have heard Sophie’s very 
popular talks at the recent ABC Gardening 
Australia weekend at Wayville, and seen her 
segments in the Channel 2 Gardening 
Australia show..  Her down to earth advice 
will reinforce your own knowledge of suitable 
plants and their needs in our climate.  Don’t 
miss this month’s talk.  I can promise we’ll all 
learn some tips .. 
 
Don’t miss this month’s meeting 
 
Pre-Meeting discussions will be conducted by 
one of our experienced members before the 
meeting in the foyer area.  Bring along your 
orchid –growing queries. 
 
 

CHEERIO 
 

A continuing cheerio to all of our members 
who have been and who remain on the sick 
list.  Our thoughts are with you and your 
families.. 
 
Please let the editor know if you know any 
one who has been on the sick list.  
 
 

JUDGING APPOINTMENT. 
 
Mr. Ian Attenborough has been appointed as 
a judge on our Judging panel in recognition of 
his ongoing service to our Society at 
meetings and shows.  An accredited judge 
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with the Aust. Orchid Council, Ian brings his 
expertise and wide ranging knowledge to 
further add depth to the wealth of experience 
enjoyed by our Panel.  Congratulations, and 
best wishes, Ian. 
 
 

SOCIAL NEWS 
 
On Sunday May 4th, we are organising a visit 
to the Gorge Wildlife Park for a barbecue 
lunch and to see the animals close-up.  You 
will be able to feed the animals, cuddle a 
koala 11.30 am 1.30pm, and 3.30pm, (or an 
alligator if you’re so inclined) and generally 
have a good time amongst the company of 
friends.  
 
The address is Redden Drive, off the Gorge 
Rd. at Cudlee Creek – situated in a park 14 
acres in size 
It’s on on Sunday 4th May, suggesting we 
meet at 11am.  
 
 Barbecue hot plates, tables, and seating are 
available, and our Society will provide the 
barbecue meats, but if members could bring 
along a salad to share, it would be helpful. 
 
To get into the Park, admission has been 
negotiated at $10 per adult, $6 for children. 
 
Bring along your friends and family for a very 
enjoyable day.  
 
If you haven’t got transport, we may be able 
to arrange a lift with other members.  Last 
time we went there. It was a most enjoyable 
outing. 
 
We’ll need to know numbers at the next 
meeting for catering purposes, so please 
give it some thought, and let us know how 
many will be coming. 

 
The SAROC Fair is fast approaching, and will 
have some different commercial growers 
showing their wares this year.  Start grooming 
your orchids now so that we can put up a 
good display. Extra display space is available 
this year.  
If you park on South Terrace near the school 
overpass, you’ll be in the vicinity.  Parking is 
available Friday evening 6th June to drop 
your plants off, but space restrictions mean 
you’ll have to park longer  term in the street. 
 

At Pulteney Grammar School, 190 South 
Terrace Adelaide, over the weekend of Sat 
June 7th June 12 n – 5 pm, and Sunday 8th 
June 10am to 4 pm.  
 
Set up of displays by Societies Friday 
evening from 6pm.  
 
There will be orchid raffles, sales from 
Commercial orchid growers, a Growers 
Forum, and Potting demonstrations,   Ray 
Clements of Tinonee Orchids will be 
conducting the Forum on the Sunday. 
 
Devonshire teas, and refreshments will be 
available, and a sausage sizzle over the 
weekend. 
 
Our Society will be responsible for running 
the kitchen to supply refreshments during the 
weekend, supervised by Mrs. Iris Davies.  

We will be circulating a list at the May 
meeting to seek help in the kitchen over the 
weekend 
 
Commercial growers will be there for you to 
buy plants from. 
 
A dinner will be held on the Saturday evening 
for those who want a fun night out in the  
company of other growers. 
. 
 

KEL’s CORNER 
 
Last month’s March 19th meeting saw a 
number of quality plants benched. 
With the temperatures and extreme weather 
conditions we have been experiencing 
recently, members can be pleased with the 
quality of the plants benched. 
 
On the Open Division, G & C Hime tabled an 
unusual coloured Hwsa Aussie Quest.  

Growing in an 18 cm pot, the two spikes were 
well presented and was a very good orchid.   
 
R & B Wilson showed a brightly coloured 
yellow hybrid from the yellow Blc Erin 

Kobyashi, breeding, with 3 10 cm blooms with 
striped lips, growing nicely in a 20 cm pot.  
Their species Cattleya bowringiana was the 
species responsible for many of the purple 
cluster cattleyas with dark lips  we see at this 
time of the year 
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Encyclia alata , from R & L Gunn had 3 nice 

sprays of blooms, each with about 17 blooms 
of flat green starry blooms with brown tips.  
The lips were showy, pale yellow striped with 
bright red – an interesting exhibit. 
 
Noel Oliver brought along his previously 
awarded Oncidium onustum, known now as 
Zelenkoa onusta, just to confuse us older 

orchid growers.  Three sprays of yellow 
blooms, each with about 24 flowers, 2.5 cm 
across.  Well done in the trying conditions. 
 
Tony Bourne had an interesting slipper, 
Paph. Schaetzen, with a 30 cm stem, the 
dorsal being red/pink in colour, and with 
some general striping.  His Paph. Pinocchio, 
with 2 blooms was especially fresh and 
attractive. 
 
In First Div., M & M Pages’ Cattleya Kew, 

with one spike holding 3 blooms shows the 
general effect of the hot weather – we 
normally expect more blooms on the stem, 
but their effort was well worthwhile given the 
conditions.  They also had  Cattleya 
bowringiana `Rega`, this variety had two 
spikes of 5 and 8 blooms in the pink tones. 
 
The cyms. are coming.  P & V Speer showed 
Cym Sue `Easter Bonnet`, 3 spikes holding 
about 12 pale green blooms each, red lipped.  
They also showed the mini-species Cym. 
dayanum, small foliaged with pale pink 
blooms, each with a darker maroon stripe 
down each segment of the flower.  Lips were 
pointed at the ends, with some pink markings. 
 
In Second Div. Anton Drew had the only 
plant, this month an unnamed phalaenopsis 
type dendrobium hybrid with 2 spikes, one 
with 4 blooms the other with 4 blooms and 5 
buds, The blooms were white on the outer 
parts, but with inner parts of pink – an 
attractive dendrobium. 
 
All in all, a fine collection of exhibits 
considering the lack of rain.  Let’s all hope for 
better orchid growing conditions in the 
months to come. 
 
Kel Staples. 
 
 
 
 
 

DATES FOR YOUR SOCIAL 
CALENDAR 

 
The Enfield Horticultural Soc. will hold their 
Autumn Show at the Klemzig Band Hall on 
19th & 20th April. this year.- A mini Royal 
Show without the animals.  
 Many plants for sale but get in early  (Opens 
12 noon on Saturday) and is popular with 
bargain hunters. . 
 
There is another flower show on the same 
weekend at the Enfield Community Centre on 
Regency Rd..  Why not plan to visit both?  
They will each feature orchids, provided in 
part by our own members.. 
 
The National Cym. Show this year will be 
held in S.A. this year, on August 23rd and 
24th. –and will be spectacular  .At Noarlunga 
Leisure Centre, (near Colonnades Shopping 
Centre).at David Witton Drive, Noarlunga 
Centre. 
 
The Begonia Show notified last month had to 
be cancelled this year due to the heatwave, 
which was a pity. 
 
 

THANK YOU. 
 
Noel Oliver has kindly donated the bag of 
bark which featured in our `lucky squares` 
competition last meeting.  Thank you , Noel. 
 
 

DANGEROUS BUSINESS- 
ORCHID GROWING. 

Channel 2 shows a series of murder 
mysteries on Friday evenings called 
`Midsomer Murders`, which last week 
featured the demise of an orchid smuggler, a 
greedy grower looking for profit, and the 
president of the local orchid Society.  All were 
coveting a fabulous golden variety of Paph 
rothschildianum smuggled from Borneo.  
There’s lots of orchids in flower featured, and 
if anyone wants to view the episode, I’ve 
taped it, so see me next meeting. 
.
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COMPETITION RESULTS March 2008 
 
STANDARD CATTLEYA 

 
Open Div 
1st C. Hawaiian Wedding Song ‘Virgin’ G & L Spear 
2nd Blc. Erin Kobayashi hyb. R & B Wilson 
3

rd
 Blc Toshie Aoki x Pot. Hisako Akatsuka    

  S. & B Huddleston 
 
NOVELTY CATTLEYA 

 
Open Div 
1st Lc Varut Starstruk `AV` S & B Huddleston 
2nd Blc. Golden Tang A & M Phillips 
3rd Blc Waikiki Gold x Yellow Imp x Blc Erin Kobayaki 

 G & C Hime 
First Div  
1st Lc. Interceps A & M Sim 

 
CLUSTER CATTLEYA 
 
Open Div. 
1

st
 Slc Kaui Starbright X Blc Erin Kobayashi R & B 

Wilson 
First Div 
1st C Browniae `Riga’ P & V Speer 
2

nd
 C Browniae `Riga’ P & V Speer 

3
rd

 C Kew M & M Page 

 
NOVELTY CLUSTER CATTLEYA 
 

Open Div 
1st  C Carol Bernice R & B Wilson 
2nd C. Valentine Day T Bourne 

 
NOVELTY PAPHIOPEDILUM 

 
Open Div 
1st Paph. Pinocchio T Bourne 
2nd Paph. Schaetzer T Bourne 

 
 
 
 

SPECIES 

 
Open Div 
1st Encyclia alata R & L Gunn 
2nd Zelenkoa onusta N Oliver 
3

rd
 C bowringiana `Casa Luna’ R & B Wilson  

First Div 
1

st
 Encyclia cochleata A & I Davies 

2
nd

 Cym dayanum P & V Speer 
3

rd
 C bowringiana `Riga’ M & M Page 

 
DENDROBIUM 
 
Second Div 
1st Den. Unknown A. Drew 

 
ZYGOPETALUM 

 
Open Div 
1st Hmwsa. Aussie Quest `Fantasia’ G & C Hime 
 
POPULAR VOTE 

 
Open Div 
1st Encyclia alata R & L Gunn 
2nd C Hawaian Wedding Song `Virgin’ G & L Spear 
3rd Blc Toshie Aoki x Pot Hisako AkatsukaS & B Huddleston 

 
First Div 
1st C. Browniae `Riga’ P & V Speer 
2nd Enc. cochleata A & I Davies 
3

rd
 Cym Sue `Easter Bonnet’ P & V Speer 

 

Second Div 
1st Dendrobium Unknown A. Drew 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BEST IN DIVISION 
 

Open Division 
 

 C. Hawaian Wedding Song `Virgin’ 
 

 grown by Geoff & Lucy Spear 

 

First Division 
 

 C. Browniae `Riga’ 
 

 grown by Peter & Val. Speer 
 

Second Division 
 
 Dendrobium Unknown 
 

 Grown by Anton Drew 
  
 

REGISTRAR’S CHOICE 
 

Cattleya Browniae `Riga’ 
 
 grown by P & V Speer 

 
 
 

 


