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CHEERIOS 
 
Our best wishes go out to Sheila Hellawell who has not been well lately, and also to Stan 
Johnston, who has spent some time in hospital.  The thoughts and best wishes of all members are 
with you. 
 
 

VALE 
 
We regret having to advise members that two of our members have suffered the loss of their 
partners recently. 
 
Last month, Ron Cocks lost his wife, and more recently, Murray Baulderstone lost his wife, too. 
 
Our deep sympathy is extended to our two members and their respective families.  Our thoughts 
are with you. 
 
 

BIRTHDAYS FOR APRIL 
 
Peter French 
Judith Gardner 

 
Gwen Staples 

Jill Taylor 
Kevin Whibley 

 
Happy Birthday to these members. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next Committee Meeting: A Davies 28th April 2004  8.00pm 
Next Judges Meeting J Taylor 7th June 2004   8.00pm 
Next SA Regional Judging Panel Meeting: 19th April 2004  7:30pm 
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    North Adelaide 
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PRESIDENTS PIECE 
 
Another great night was had by all.  
Something different -Sophie Thompson from 
Neutrog gave us a very enlightening talk on 
different plants for the garden that do not 
have the need for a lot of water.  She made a 
special mention on the advantages of 
mulching, and of the value of fertilising using 
organic Neutrog products. 
 
At the conclusion of the meeting, those 
present received a sample pack of Neutrog 
products. 
 
I feel sure everyone who was at the meeting 
found it very interesting and informative.  
Thank you, Sophie. 
 
At our next meeting we will have a talk by 
Roger Rankin, who has been growing orchids 
locally for many years.  Roger is Registrar of 
Judges of the AOC Regional Judging Panel. 
 
On Sunday, 21st March over 15 members 
and friends attended a BBQ lunch at 
Netherhill strawberry farm.  It was an 
excellent day with samples of strawberries 
and cream when we arrived.  They were 
great.  Many purchased some goodies from 
the shop.  All in all, a good time was had.  It 
was a pity that so few attended, but those of 
us who did had a great time. 
 
 
See you all there. 
 
Noel Oliver 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS MEETING 
Wednesday 21st April 

 

Our guest speaker this month will be Roger 
Rankin, our well known Judging Registrar of 
our Regional Aust. Orchid Council Judging 
Panel.  Roger’s talk this month will be a 
discussion, with illustrations, of recent 
Awards of 2003.  We all know that there were 
a number of awards granted to some 
outstanding plants at the AOC Conference in 
Adelaide, so it will be an opportunity to revisit 
some of the outstanding orchids from this 
Show, and to hear expert commentary on the 
qualities of the awarded plants.  One of the 
benefits from the review of recent awards is 
that it provides some pointers to the 
crossings and quality of blooms which we 
need to keep in mind when we buy plants to 
upgrade our own collections.  This meeting 
will help us all to gain the information needed 
to improve the selection process.  Roger’s 
knowledge and ability to impart information in 
easy to understand language will make it 
invaluable to all of us. 
 

Our usual meeting features will be available.  
Why not introduce yourself to our new 
librarian, Patricia Carman, and keep her busy 
at the beginning of the meeting?  Keep your 
eyes peeled for bargains on the trading table, 
too, where Jan and Kevin Whibley will be 
happy to serve you. 
 
 

LAST MEETING 
 

Sophie Thompson is a confident and 
knowledgable speaker well versed in her 
subject, and her talk last meeting was well 
received by members, when she spoke about 
plants to grow which do not require too much 
water, - a very appropriate and timely subject 
at this time of water restrictions. 
 

Samples of Neutrog fertilisers, locally 
manufactured in SA, were gratefully accepted 
by those present.  There must have been a 
lot of pongy cars arriving home if the bags 
weren’t tightly closed.  No wonder it makes 
plants grow well, they want to get away from 
the smell, - but it works. 
 

Thank you, Sophie , for a very bright, breezy, 
and informative talk. 
 
 
 

SUPPER ROSTER 
Margaret Jacob, Judith Gardner 

Phrag. Memoria Dick Clements 



 

KEL’S CORNER 
 
At our last meeting of 17th March, there was 
a fine display of 64 flowering plants.  
Considering the trying weather conditions we 
have endured, the quality overall was 
excellent. 
 
S & B Huddleston benched 3 plants of Blc. 
Toshie Aoki.  All were well grown plants in 
good condition.  The flowers were large, flat, 
and bright yellow, with red labellums and 
dramatic red flares in the petals.  One of the 
easier to grow and flower of the yellow types. 
 
T & D Vogler had 2 pots of C. Valentine’s 
Day.  The squat pots were 25cm in size.  The 
plants had 3 and 2 racemes respectively, the 
long stems holding heads of many 7.5cm 
blooms, red/brown and very lacquered in 
appearance.  The problem with such large 
plants is how to transport them safely to the 
meetings and back.  The parentage is C. 
loddigesii x C. warneri., both species. 
 
Phragmipedium Memoria. Dick Clements 
looked elegant with the bright red flower with 
horizontally held petals on a nearly 60cm 
long stem.  A lovely flower, there being 2 
growths, with 1 bloom and 2 buds showing at 
present.  The plant belonged to D & J Higgs.  
The crossing is between two species, Phrag. 
sargentianum and Phrag. besseae. 
 
The Higgs’ also benched Paph. parishii, a 
lovely plant with one large growth and one 
smaller. The stem held 4 flowers, with dark 
green pouches and paler petals, 15 cm long 
and elegantly twisted. The petals had spots 
and stripes, ending in mahogany brown tips. - 
always looks dramatic and attractive. 
 
On the 1st Div benches, M & M Page tabled 
Oncidium Kaulani, the plant growing in a12 
cm pot.  The branched racemes held a cloud 
of many dainty, pale pink flowers 2cm long by 
1cm wide, always a lovely showy plant when 
well grown like this one. 
 
P & V Speer had a 16cm pot full of C. 
Valentine’s Love, with one large raceme of 11 
open blooms plus buds.  Green/ brown and 
waxy blooms had lovely contrasting 
labellums, well grown and flowered. 
 
One of the earliest cyms. of the season was 
Ron Cocks’ Cym. Minuet `Reynella’.  The 

plant had 3 spikes of pink, open type blooms, 
about 7- 8 cm across.  A plant which 
commanded large sums of money when first 
seen.  The flowers do not keep well when cut, 
but last a long time on the plant. 
 
In 2nd Div.  K & J Whibley had a native 
dendrobium hybrid, Den. Rutherford 
Starburst.  There were 7 mature growths 
small in stature, and one raceme of 5cm 
yellow flowers, some with spots, and with 
labellums purple in colour.  Later in the 
season we will see many more of this type. 
 
Zygopetalum Helen Ku selfed belonged to 
Kevin Trevan was an interesting plant.  In a 
16 cm pot, it had 4 racemes of the darkest 
purple brown flowers I have seen in this type, 
the labellums flat and purple. Quite 
outstanding 
 
Congratulations to all growers who benched 
plants for us all to enjoy. 
 
Kel Staples 
 
 

SOCIAL NEWS 
 
Seventeen members and friends visited the 
Netherhill Strawberry Farm last month, where 
we enjoyed lunch, and a free tasting of some 
most delicious strawberries and cream.  Why 
is it we seldom see such quality fruit for sale 
here?  It was a most pleasant outing, and 
some folk took the opportunity to visit the 
Lobethal market, and the Melba’s Chocolate 
factory at Woodside, too. 
 
Must be soon time to think about another 
luncheon or dinner outing too - Let’s hear 
your thoughts about when and where you’d 
like to go. 
 
A number of our members are going to attend 
the Victorian Country Clubs challenge at 
Ararat in early July.  If you haven’t yet made 
your accommodation arrangements, we 
suggest you do it soon.  It is a most popular 
and enjoyable weekend for orchid lovers, and 
there  will be lots of people attending. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

EASY TO GROW 
Dendrobium  x Gracillimum 

by Noel Oliver. 
 

This is a man made hybrid that will grow and 
flower readily in your cym. house, and 
become an asset to your collection of 
Australian native orchids. 
 

One parent is Den. Speciosum, the large 
growing plant that has long racemes of white 
to yellow flowers on the racemes - an easily 
grown and flowered species.  The other 
parent is Den gracilicaule which has long, 
thin canes, usually swollen at the base.  
Flowers are typically pale yellow with brown 
spotting on the backs of sepals and petals.  
And are small on the racemes flowering from 
the ends of the pseudobulbs.  This too is a 
relatively easy to grow and flower species.  It 
is found naturally in rain forest areas, not 
plentifully, but widespread from the 
Hawkesbury River northwards to South 
Queensland.  It is a strong grower, does not 
produce keikis, but multiplies vegetatively. 
 

The flowers of the hybrid, Den. Gracillimum, 
are usually cream to yellow with 10 -12 
blooms upwards, and each cane can have 
more than one raceme arising at the same 
time.  Some forms of the blooms open wider 
than others. 
 

The appearance of the canes follows Den. 
gracilicaule, swollen at the base, then some 
narrowing, then cylindrical for the rest of its 
length.  In contrast, the canes of Den. 
Delicatum, which is Den. speciosum x 
kingianum, taper in width from the base of the 
plant to the leaves at the top. 
 

Den. Gracillimum can be either mounted, or 
grown in pots, but as potting is easier, and 
holds moisture longer around the roots in the 
growing season, that is my method.  Plant in 
an open bark mix, as the plant is an epiphyte, 
and stake the canes if necessary.  Back 
cutting of the old pseudobulbs can be 
beneficial if a specimen plant is required, but 
only after the plant is well established.  
Fertilisers used below normal strength can be 
used in the growing season, but only after 
watering your plant. 
 

This hybrid is easy to grow under shadecloth 
50 -70 %, and flowering in Spring, it is a good 
addition for your Spring Show displays. 
 

DIARY DATES 
 
Fern Show at Adeaide High School West 
Tce. 17th-18th April  presented by the SA 
Fern Society., from 10am each day  
Admission $3 
 

Enfield Horticultural Autumn Show at 
Klemzig Hall, 7 O.G. Rd. Klemzig  on 24th -
25th April  $1 admission.  All sorts of Autumn 
flowers, plus pot plants, bonsai, garden 
produce and Floral Art for the ladies.  This is 
the hall where we will stage our Winter Show 
this year, so come along and check it out.   
12n - 5pm Sat. And 10am -4.30 Sunday. 
 

“Inspirational Knitting” is the title of a 
display of handknitted garments and Heritage 
display to be held April 30th -2nd May at the 
RSL Hall, 29 Arthur St. Unley, by the 
Handknitters Guild of SA.  The display will be 
open 10am to 5pm each day.  Light 
refreshments available. 
 

A visit to the orchid house at the Botanic 
Gardens in the near future could be fruitful.  
On a visit last weekend, I counted 15 different 
orchid plants in flower, and an added bonus 
was the fact that the giant waterlily is about to 
flower.  This plant created a sensation upon 
its first flowering in Adelaide last century.  
The original Schomburk House was built to 
provide a suitable habitat for this waterlily, 
which has been photographed in the past 
with a young girl supported on its extra large 
flat leaves. 
 
 

WINTER SHOW 
 

After receiving advice that our previous 
Winter Show venue was not available this 
year, your Committee has been searching for 
a new location.  The best option is to have 
our Show this year over a weekend - the 
24th and 25th July, and to hold it in a hall.  
This will enable members to have the option 
of putting in individual displays, if you wish to 
do so.  It also means that we will need to 
advertise widely to encourage visitors to 
come along and purchase sale plants.  We 
will need volunteers to operate afternoon 
teas, take admission fees, etc, but most of all 
we need participation  and support by 
members to make the show a success. 
 
The venue will be the Klemzig Band Hall,  
7 O.G. Rd. Klemzig, where other garden 
clubs have held shows, too. (Begonias, 



 

Dahlias, and Enfield Horticultural clubs are 
some).  The hall is on O.G. Rd, just off the 
NorthEast Rd. , and is large enough to have 
space for all who wish to display.  Floor 
mounted displays, for individual exhibitors or 
for composite groups can be considered.  
There is ample room for sale plants, and we 
will be able to have afternoon teas available 
to the public. 
 

We propose to have the hall open on 
Saturday 24th, at 8am, for members to bring 
along their plants, with staging to be 
complete by 10am so that judging can be 
done.  This will allow us to open to the public 
by 12 noon, through to 5pm.  Sunday 
opening from 10am to  4.30, to enable us to 
clear up by 5pm on Sunday.25th July 
 

Our Shows are a valuable showcase for our 
beautiful orchids, and to demonstrate to the 
public just what we can grow here in SA. 
 

We used to hold our Winter Shows in halls 
over weekends in past years, and since then 
the range and quality of plants that we grow 
has improved markedly.  It is up to us to 
make this show a big success, and we look 
forward to the cooperation of members to put 
on a memorable display.  We’ll have more 
information as we get closer to the dates. 
 
 

REMOVING OLD FLOWER SPIKES 
 

Following my notes last month about heat 
damage to cymbidium plants from the 
exceedingly hot days, some growers have 
noted the heat damage to spikes which 
yellow off and drop their buds.  Treatment for 
these spikes needs more care than the 
normal removal of spikes when we cut 
flowers in their normal season. 
 

The heat affected ones will probably go 
yellowish all the way down to the base of the 
bulb, and when they are removed, the stub 
should be treated with fungicide and checked 
regularly to be sure that rot has not set in and 
is progressing back into the bulb.  If this 
seems to be the case, remove all damaged 
tissue, even if you have to cut back into the 
bulb, and let the air dry it out.  Don’t keep it 
wet.  If in doubt, use a fungicide, Mancozeb 
or similar. 
 

When I remove spikes in the normal flowering 
season, I prefer to break them off (to avoid 

the possible transfer of virus on cutting tools), 
leaving a couple of inches of spike at the 
base of the bulb.  Normally you will have no 
problem with dieback, and the end will just 
dry off.  
 

However, it does not pay to cut off the old 
flowering spikes on a number of other types 
of your orchids, or you could be missing out 
on more blooms, or on formatoin of keikis 
from nodes along the old flower stems. 
 

For example, the common reed-stem 
epidendrum will often throw up a secondary 
spray of blooms from near where the bottom 
bloom of the old stem joins the main stem.  A 
visit to the orchid house at the Botanic 
Gardens last weekend  showed the swelling 
of new flower buds at the top of long slender 
flower stems of Psychopsis papilio (the 
butterfly orchid) which had been left on the 
plant from a previous flowering.  If just the top 
of the old flower stem is removed from 
phalaenopsis plants, secondary spikes, or 
sometime keikis will be produced from a node 
along the old stem.. Another one which can 
produce new plants from keiki development is 
the relatively rare native, Phaius tankervilliae, 
but here the method requires removal of the 
spike and layering it in sections in sphagnum 
moss, when new growths are reported to 
develop at the nodes. 
 

Most growers will be familiar with the way old 
canes on the Aussie native dendrobiums can 
re-flower in subsequent years, resulting in 
spectacular flowerings in favourable years.  
The soft cane dendrobiums, too, will flower in 
subsequent years from nodes which did not 
bloom along the whole length of the cane the 
previous year, so don’t be in a hurry to 
remove them. 
 

One point of caution in taking note of the 
foregoing.  If your plant is suffering stress 
from a long or heavy flowering season, it may 
be prudent to remove the old spikes.  
Continual flowering can be debilitating to your 
plant., which might then forego flowering the 
next season.  Common sense must be your 
guide.  If your plants are not thriving, even 
leaving too many spikes or blooms on your 
plant on its initial flowering can lead to its 
demise, or at least, retard the development of 
new growths. 
 

 



 

COMPETITION RESULTS MARCH 2004 
 
CYMBIDIUM 60MM – 90MM 
 
First Div 
1st Cym. Valentine’s Love P & V Speer 
2nd Cym. Valentine’s Love P & V Spear 
3rd Cym. Minuet R Cocks 
 
STANDARD CATTLEYA 
 
Open Div 
1st Blc. Tribute ‘Independence Day’ K & G Staples 
2nd Blc. Toshi Aoki ‘Pizazz’ S & B Huddleston 
3rd Blc. Toshi Aoki ‘Pizazz’ S & B Huddleston 
 
NOVELTY CATTLEYA 
 
Open Div 
1st Lc. Tropical Painter ‘Cheeta’ G & M Hazledine 
2nd C. Gene May x Herbie Poole S & B Huddleston 
3rd C. Lulu ‘Hot Pink’ S & B Huddleston 
First Div 
1st C. Lulu ‘Pink Blush’ A & M Sim 
2nd Lc. Interceps A & M Sim 
Second Div 
1st Unknown B Bruce 
 
NOVELTY CLUSTER CATTLEYA 
 
Open Div 
1st C. Chocolate Drop ‘Kodama’ G & M Hazledine 
2nd C. Valentine Day T & D Vogler 
3rd C. Valentine Day T & D Vogler 
First Div 
1st C. Browniae ‘Rega’ M & M Page 
2nd C. Lulu ‘Hot Pink’ M & M Page 
3rd C. Minerva ‘Highercombe’ P & V Speer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COCKTAIL CATTLEYA 
 
Open Div 
1st Slc. Jungle Beau ‘H & R’ G & M Hazledine 
2nd Slc. Agent Orange ‘Lava’ G & M Hazledine 
First Div 
1st Blc. Toshie Aoki x Blc. Golden Delicious A & M Sim 
2nd Slc. Leopard Lou M & M Page 
 
CATTLEYA & ALLIED GENERA 
 
Open Div 
1st Ctna. Capri ‘Lea’ S & B Huddleston 
2nd Lctna. Dal’s Chick S & B Huddleston 
 
NOVELTY PAPHIOPEDILUM 
 
Open Div 
1st Paph. Mount Toro G & M Hazledine 
2nd Paph. Sierra Lace x James Bacon P Galpin 
3rd Paph. chamberlianianum x victoria-mariae 

 K & G Staples 
 
SPECIES PAPHIOPEDILUM 
 
Open Div 
1st Paph. parishii D & J Higgs 
 
SPECIES 
 
Open Div 
1st Phrag. pearcii D & J Higgs 
2nd Enc. radiata G & C Hime 
First Div 
1st Coel. speciosa R & L Gunn 
2nd Cym. aloifolium R Cocks 
3rd Cym. dayanum A & I davies 
 
AUSTRALIAN NATIVE EPIPHYTE HYBRID 
 
Second Div 
1st Den. Rutherford Starburst K & J Whibley 
 

MILTONIA/ONCIDIUM/ODONTOGLOSSUM 
 
Open Div 
1st Onc. Aloha Iwanaga T & D Vogler 
2nd Burr. Living Fire ‘Glowing Ember T & D Vogler 
First Div 
1st Onc. Kaiulani M & M Page 
2nd Onc. Aloha Iwanaga M & M Page 
 
MISCELLANEOUS 
 
Open Div 
1st Wdwa. Beverly Lou G & M Hazledine 
2nd Phrag. Memoria Dick Clements D & J Higgs 
First Div 
1st Epi. Sunray A & I davies 
Second Div 
1st Z. Helen Ku K Trevan 
2nd Zga. Clare Fisher ‘Sandra’ K Trevan 
3rd Hmwsa. Aussie Quest K Trevan 
 
SEEDLING 
 
Open Div. 
1st Paph. Sierra Lace x James Bacon P Galpin 
2nd Phrag. pearcii D & J Higgs 
3rd Phrag. Memoria Dick Clements D & J Higgs 
 
POPULAR VOTE 
 
Open Div 
1st Blc. Toshi Aoki ‘Pizazz’ S & B Huddleston 
2nd C. Chocolate Drop ‘Kodama’ G & M Hazledine 
3rd Blc. Ronald Hauserman K & G Staples 
First Div 
1st Onc. Aloha Iwanaga M & M Page 
2nd C. Browniae ‘Rega’ M & M Page 
3rd Onc. Kaiulani M & M Page 
Second Div 
1st Den. Rutherford Starburst K & J Whibley 
2nd Z. Helen Ku K Trevan 
3rd Zga. Clare Fisher ‘Sandra’ K Trevan 
 



 

 
BEST IN DIVISION 
 
Open Div 
 
 Paph. Mount Toro 
 
 grown by G & M Hazledine 
 
First Div 
 
 Onc. Kaiulani 
 grown by M & M Page 
 
Second Div 
 
 Z. Helen Ku 
 grown by K Trevan 
 
 
Registrar’s Choice 
 
Paph. Mount Toro 
 
 grown by G & M Hazledine 
 
 
REGISTRATIONS 
 
Blc. Toshie Aoki x Blc. Golden Delicious =  

             Blc. Hawaiian Delicious 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


