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COMPETITION 

 photo on the front page.  On a piece of paper write down your name and then 
f the orchid and what it means to the club. 

n the box with the secretary.  The competition will close on the January meeting 
ct entry drawn will be declared the winner and a prize awarded.  The competition 

bers of the committee or the judging panel. 

BIRTHDAYS FOR DECEMBER 

 these members. 

Noel Oliver Kel Staples 
Trevor Vogler Rosmarie Wayment-Jones 

e Meeting: V Speer 15th December 2004  8.00pm 
eeting K Gurney 20th December 2004  8.00pm 
nal Judging Panel Meeting: 13th December 2004  7:30pm 

 176 Tynte St North Adelaide 
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PRESIDENT’S FORUM LAST MEETING 
  
Deepest sympathy and condolences are 
extended by all of us to Deane Johnston and 
family on the recent loss of Deane’s father 
Stan who was a life member of the Society, 
and also to Trevor and Margaret Jacob and 
their family on the loss of Trevor’s mother 
Nellie. 

Wednesday 17th November 
 
Last meeting was, of course, our Annual 
General Meeting.  We approached this 
meeting knowing we had received no 
nomination for the important President’s 
position, but with the hope and confidence 
that some person would come forward to fill 
the post.  That person was Peter French, who 
has served on your committee and who has 
had significant and valuable input to our 
Committee meetings in the past.  His mature 
approach and outlook will make a seamless 
transfer from the leadership of our respected 
past president, Noel Oliver. 

 
Another AGM is over and it is pleasing to 
note that all positions have again been filled 
with John Dunn accepting a position on 
committee now that I have been elected to 
President.  Thank you John. 
 
The committee have been busy preparing 
next years speakers list, however if you 
members would like to hear from someone 
who has not spoken to us before, please let 
me or any committee member know, and we 
will see what can be arranged. 

 
Peter’s nomination left a vacancy in the ranks 
of committee persons, and we were fortunate 
to have a subsequent offer by John Dunn to 
fill the casual vacancy.  Your Committee has 
discussed the situation and is most pleased 
to advise that, in accordance with our 
Constitution, John has been invited to fill the 
casual vacancy until next year’s AGM, when 
a number of positions will again be open for 
filling. 

 
Please remember this is your club and if you 
have any ideas or suggestiions PLEASE LET 
US KNOW. 
 
The next meeting is our Christmas break up 
where a certain gentleman dressed in red 
makes an appearance, so please come along 
for what is generally a fun night.  Please bring 
a plate for the supper and any gift that we can 
include in the raffles would be most welcome. 

 
Noel Oliver was our guest speaker last 
meeting, when he told us of, and 
demonstrated with slides, some of the shows 
that a number of our members had attended 
over the course of last year.  Noel knows a lot 
of orchid growing people, and gets around to 
many of the shows -- this is what made his 
experience so valuable in his term as 
President, and we salute him for a job well 
and capably carried out. 

 
On behalf of my wife Shirley and myself, 
Seasons Greetings are extended to all 
members. 
 
May all your wishes be fulfilled. 
  
Peter French We also had a fine display of plants on the 

show benches, a feature which has 
significant pleasure for the rest of us who 
didn’t have flowers out, but who can 
appreciate the love and dedication of those 
who brought in some beautiful plants for us to 
admire. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

SUPPER ROSTER 
Any help you can give 
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PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL REPORT 
2004 

 
Our Society has had a good year with only a 
few hiccups and we go into the next year in a 
reasonable shape. 
 
At our December 2003 meeting, as usual, we 
had a very good attendance and it is always a 
fun night with the usual giant raffle.  As well, 
the Aggregate winners were presented with 
their award cards. 
 
The first meeting of the new year was brought 
to you by our Registrar Deane Johnston who 
presented slides of orchids benched 
throughout the previous year.  This would not 
be possible if we did not have the expertise of 
our photographer John Seidel who as you all 
know does an excellent job in taking slides 
and are all of superb quality. 
 
At our February meeting the speaker was our 
member and judge Dr Tony Bourne who gave 
a very interesting talk on judging aspects set 
down under the Australian Orchid Council 
rules.  This was an excellent presentation of 
slides showing what judges are instructed to 
look for. 
 
The March meeting we had something 
different, Sophie Thompson from NEUTROG 
gave us a very enlightening and informative 
talk on different plants for the garden that do 
not need a lot of water and also special 
mention of the advantages of mulching. 
 
At our April meeting we had an interesting 
talk by Roger Rankin on A.O.C. Awards and 
he showed us slides of recent awards 
including those given at the Conference last 
year. 
 
May meeting was our Autumn Show and saw 
a a good attendance to hear our guest 
speaker the media personality and son-in law 
of Val & Peter Speer, Mark Bouchier,talk  on 
fertilizers and sprays for pests etc. 
June meeting our guest speaker was Rob 
Worden who gave us a talk on both warm 
and cool growing plants.  It was most 
interesting and relevant to all members 
present. 
 
Our July meeting we had an interesting talk 
on the genus Paphiopedilum by Kevin 
Gurney.  Kevin grown these to perfection and 

gave us all some useful hints on the 
conditions required. 
 
August meeting was for our Cymbidium 
growers.  The talk was given by another one 
of our members and judge Colin Grigg.  Colin 
gave us some pointers towards getting our 
plants in good shape for shows and 
competitions. 
 
At our September meeting we had a very 
interesting talk on the genus Phragmipedium 
given to us by Jane Higgs. 
 
Jane has been growing these gems for many 
years and showed slides of some in her 
collection 
 
October meeting Kevin Western gave us a 
talk on Disas and also a hands on showing 
how to deflask. 
 
You can see that we endeavour to make the 
meetings throughout the year as varied and 
interesting as possible.  It shows that the 
Committee have been working hard to bring 
them to you. 
 
We also had a very busy year with Shows.  
Our first was the S.A.R.O.C. Fair held on the 
June long weekend.  We again won best 
display and thanks must go to all members 
who helped in any way to make this a 
success. 
 
Our Winter Show was held in a hall for the 
first time for many years.  This was not as 
financially successful as at a shopping centre 
venue but some members took the 
opportunity put in their own individual 
displays and this proved to be successful.  
Hopefully next year we will get more involved, 
and make it worthwhile to continue the Show 
in a hall. 
 
Spring Show was again held at the Burnside 
Shopping Village and as always was very 
successful.  As you are all well aware it is 
getting more difficult to find venues for shows 
due to late night shopping and Sunday 
trading. 
 
The social side this year was a great success 
with a couple of dinners at the Empire on 
Prospect Road, very well attended both 
times.  Also a trip to Netherhill Strawberry 
Farm was well attended. 
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We will be announcing the winners of the 
various categories and trophies for our plant 
competitions throughout the year - i’ve been 
barred from announcing them to you early in 
the Review, so you’ll have to come along to 
find out. 

 
We also had some fund raising during the 
year to help with finances of the Club and 
they have been a great success.  A very 
special thank you to all who made this 
possible. 

  
We’ll again be having our traditional 
Christmas Raffle which has proved so 
successful, and we again invite anyone who 
would like to donate a prize to do so.  There’s 
a special bonus for all of you who buy tickets 
this year. As you know, I advised last meeting 
that Kel Staples would be celebrating his 80th 
birthday on our meeting date.  Well, Gwen 
Staples quietly told me that they would not be 
able to attend, understandably due to other 
family commitments.  We’re sad about that, 
but it does give the rest of us a better chance 
to get a winning raffle ticket! 

I would like to express my thanks to our 
Treasurer, Secretary, Review Editor, 
Assistant Editor, Registrar of Judges, Judging 
Panel, Show Marshall, Librarian, Trading 
Table Organisers, Members of the 
Committee, and other members who gave 
their time at our monthly meetings and shows 
-- a very big thank you. 
 
This is my last year as President, I have 
enjoyed the challenge and would like to thank 
you all for the support you have given to me 
throughout the year. 

  
A good time is assured for all who attend.  
Come along and join in the fun. 

Good Growing. 
 

 Noel Oliver        President 
Could we please have all outstanding library 
books returned this meeting, so they can be 
checked and any repairs made.  Our regular 
features, library, trading table etc. are in 
recess this month, and there will be no 
judging of plants.  But if anyone has any 
plants they would like to show members, by 
all means please bring them along. 

 
Thank you, Noel.  Your guidance and 
experience has helped maintain our Society 
as one of the most respected and successful 
in the State.  Thank you for your dedication 
from all of us. 
 
 

DECEMBER CHRISTMAS 
SOCIAL MEETING 

 
 

DECEMBER 8th 
SECOND Wednesday of 

December. 
 
 

NEXT WEDNESDAY 
 

YEP!  It’s a week earlier than our usual 3rd 
Wednesday of the month. 
 
We will be holding our annual Social evening 
at which our Society will provide some of the 
food and the drinks, but we would ask 
members to bring along a plate of cakes, 
savouries, etc to supplement the food supply.  
That happy, rotund old gentleman in the big 
red coat and whiskers told me when I visited 
him after the Pageant, that he enjoyed his 
visit with us last year, and would come along 
again this year. 
 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
 
Ouch!  The bad bits have to go in some 
where.  The Committee has reluctantly 
decided that the subs will have to go up 
marginally for the coming year Single 
membersip is $20 and Family membership is 
$30.  When you consider the costs involved 
with our meetings, magazine etc. We believe 
we still offer amongst the best value in the 
State for 12 monthly meetings, plus other 
social events and of course, our shows.  Our 
Treasurer, Dawn will be pleased to accept 
your renewals. 
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SOCIAL NEWS KEL’S CORNER 
  
What better social occasion than our annual 
Christmas party.  A big plea for all you 
members who haven’t been able to come 
along so much to our regular meetings 
this year.  This meeting is a leadin to our 
Ruby Anniversary year, and we’d love to 
catch up with you again.  Please come along 
if you can.  The hall is air-conditioned and 
we’d love to see you. 

At the meeting of 17th November 2004 a nice 
display of plants were benched, some 
unusual, some very interesting and all nicely 
presented. 
 
On the Open bench Peter Galpin had a very 
unusual Cymbidium Vogelsang (devonianum 
X insigne) crossed with madidum, a 
combination of 3 species.  The plant nicely 
grown in a 20cm pot with 2 racemes each 
with 13 flowers and 2 buds.  They were near 
2 1/2 cm in size a deep brown, the lip still a 
darker brown.  A nice plant. 

 
 

THANK YOU’s 
 

 I cannot let the opportunity to pass by to 
thank all the willing workers in our Society for 
the efforts and time which they cheerfully put 
in to keep us all running along smoothly and 
on an even keel.  You’ve all worked hard, and 
your rewards are in the solid and effective 
way our Society is functioning.  I understand 
all our volunteers from the year just past have 
offered to help us again in the coming year. 

Tony Bourne brought in 3 plants of the 
Paphiopedilum species hirsutissimum.  Each 
had 1 flower of brown/green colouration and 
with numerous hair like parts all over them.  
Two of the flowers were paler in colour, the 
other a much deeper green, 3 nice slipper 
orchids. 
 
Noel Oliver had a box of 9 nice sarcochilus 
(Fitzhart X Pink Hart) X fitzgeraldii.  They 
were of a deep pink shade, others a pale 
lavender.  When seen in a group they are 
quite spectacular. 

THANK YOU ALL. 
 
 

RUBY ANNIVERSARY YEAR 
  Next year we will be commencing our 40th 
year of operation.  Our very first monthly 
meeting was  held at the Congregational 
Church hall at Hindmarsh in January 1966.  It 
followed an inaugural meeting in 1965, were 
under the guidance of the late Mr. Clarrie 
Scott, an early commercial grower and local 
identity, it was decided to form Adelaide’s first 
suburban orchid Society. 

A plant of Angulocaste Olympus ‘Goliath’ 
brought in by R. & B. Wilson made a lovely 
sight, the 2 flowers white heavily barred dark 
brown in the throat and the rest of the flowers 
covered in fine brown spots.  A spectacular 
flowering. 
 

 

 
We will have a number of activities to 
celebrate this milestone next year, and your 
ideas about any suitable activities that we 
could undertake are keenly sought.  Please 
give this some thought and bring your ideas 
forward. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 Angulocaste Olympus ‘Goliath’ 

Open Division  
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The Anguloa flowers are mainly like tulip 
flowers.  They originate through areas of 
Colombia, Ecuador and Peru, growing at 
moderately high altitude.  The other parent 
being a Lycaste, also growing at relatively 
high altitudes from Mexico to Peru.  
Angulocaste Apollo X Lycaste Sunrise are the 
parents of Olympus. 
 
T. & D. Vogler benched a nice Oncidium 
papilio with 1 bright yellow and orange flower 
on a long thin raceme.  A point to remember 
is not to cut the spent flower off as they 
continue to flower from where the dead bloom 
has finished.  The correct name of the plant is 
now Psychopsis papilio. 
 
On the First Division bench Rick Pankoke 
displayed a very fine plant of Slc Hazel Boyd 
X Lc Eva.  The plant was growing in a 15cm 
pot with 3 racemes of 9 + 6+ 6 orange 12cm 
flowers.  A real eye-catcher. 
 
A plant we do not see often benched is 
Bifrenaria harrisoniae, probably the reason 
being not that it is hard to grow but that it 
does not flower readily. The flowers (usually 
single) are borne close to the bulbs, of a 
white/cream shade, hairy ,with a bright purple 
lip.  Reasonably rounded similar to a 8cm 
cymbidium flower.  The plant filled a 15cm 
pot, belonging to A. & I. Davies.  An easily 
grown plant and nice in any collection. 
 
M. & M. Page’s Oncidium Cameo Sunset had 
one 45 cm raceme with 7 dark brown flowers 
and some yellow in the lip.  A plant with a lot 
of potential. 
 
P. & V. Speer’s Blc Sylvia Fry x C Blue Boy 
was interesting.  The 4 nice purple/blue 
flowers and of a good size conveyed the 
distinct parentage outcomes. 
 
The Second Division had some nice plants on 
display with several Zygopetalums brought in 
as usual by Kevin Trevan.  There are a 
number of genera that go into the plants seen 
today and some spectacular results ensue.  
NPP Adelaide had 3 racemes, 5 flowers each 
pale green slightly spotted, the lip edge white 
the balance lightly striped purple, attractive. 
 
Sheila Hellawell had a nice 20cm pot of  
Cymbidium lowianum.  There were 3 
racemes pale green with contrasting lip 

edged a bright red.  A very open type flower 
but typical of the species. 
 
Betty Bruce’s plant of Blc Sylvia Fry X C. Blue 
Boy had 2 racemes but the flowers were past 
their best.  I would suggest to Betty to break 
up the plant as soon as possible, making at 
least 3 nice forward divisions and put into 
new bark and I’m sure benefits will follow. 
 
Congratulations to all prize winners and to 
everyone who brought in flowers for all to 
enjoy. 
 
Wishing a Happy Christmas to all members 
and a good growing year in 2005. 
 
Kel Staples. 
 
 
Thank you Kel.  We all like to hear Kel’s 
comments as he is a very good grower with 
many years experience of showing and 
judging orchids.  Your column is always well 
received by our members. 
 

 
 

Paph. hirsutissimum 
First Division 
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CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 

 

 
We wish all our members and their families 
the compliments of the season, and look 
forward to seeing many of you at our 
Christmas Social and in the New Year.  The 
Committee is actively putting together a 
programme of events which we hope you all 
will enjoy. 
 
 

CULTURAL NOTES 
 
Events have transpired at this busy season of 
the year to make a very busy schedule.  We’ll 
have lots more snippets of information and 
cultural news in the new year. 
 

 For now, keep ‘em watered, keep ‘em 
shaded, and keep ‘em fed, and watch out for 
red spider mites. 

Onc. Sunset x Cameo Spring 
Seedling 

 

 

 
VALE 

 
We regret to advise our members of the 
passing of Mr. Stan Johnston, a stalwart of 
our Society, and an active and 
knowledgeable judge and participant in the 
Society’s activities.  His international visits 
and commercial acumen brought knowledge 
and information to our members which in turn 
helped us all to a better understanding of 
orchid growing.  His training and development 
of No 1 son to carry on and expand his 
nursery business has given us all the 
opportunity to grow better orchids.  Stan’s 
active support specially gave our Society a 
big boost in earlier years, when our 
membership swelled to over 600 members.  
He will be missed by his many friends in the 
orchid fraternity, and especially by his family, 
to whom he gave so much love and 
guidance.  Our sincere and deep sympathy is 
extended to Floss and the Johnston family   Cym. Valley Splash ‘Awesome’ Our sympathy is extended too, to Trevor and 
Margaret Jacob and their family, too, on the 
passing of Trevor’s mother recently. 

Grand Champion Spring 2003 
 

Expressions of sympathy have been sent on 
members’ behalf to the respective families, 
and are gratefully acknowledged. 
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