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SUBSCRIPTIONS 
 
Subs. for 2003 are now due, and Dawn Vogler, our hardworking Treasurer will be glad to receive 
payments as soon as possible. 
 
We regretfully needed to increase subs this year. 
 
At $17 per single membership, and $27 joint membership, our subs are among the cheapest of the 
orchid Societies which produce a monthly magazine. 
 
Our Review has been enhanced in recent times by the great photos provided through the efforts of 
Graham Holley and his digital camera.  The photos illustrating the interesting blooms add an extra 
dimension to our magazine, and we have Graham to thank for his excellent camera work. 
 
When you consider the facilities and opportunities to display offered by our Society, we believe the 
benefits available to our members are among the best available anywhere in the State. 
 
If you think of anything that might improve the way the Society operates, your views and input are 
most welcome. 
 
 
 

DON’T FORGET THE NEXT MEETING IS AT THE NEW VENUE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next Committee Meeting: A Davies 22nd January 2003  8.00pm 
Next Judges Meeting   8.00pm 
Next SA Regional Judging Panel Meeting:   7:30pm 
  176 Tynte St North Adelaide 
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PRESIDENT’S FORUM 
 

Well, what a great night was had by all who 
attended our Christmas meeting.  Lots of raf-
fle prizes were won, and of course the supper 
after the business was concluded was a high-
light of the meeting and was enjoyed by all. 
 
Members successful at our September show 
received their Spring Show trophies and the 
winners of the Aggregate Points totals for the 
year's competitions were announced, the 
successful exhibitors receiving seedlings and 
certificates. 
 
It was great to see a good roll up of members 
attending and I am sure all had a very enjoy-
able evening. 
 
Next meeting will be held at the Seniors 
Community Centre, 19 North Parade Tor-
rensville, a new venue, while alterations to 
the Auditorium are being made. 
 
This year's first meeting will be our Registrar, 
Deane Johnston presenting slides of orchids 
that were taken throughout the past year and 
commenting on them.  As you are all aware, 
our photographer John Seidel does a great 
job in taking the slides, which are of superb 
quality.  We are fortunate to have John take 
the slides for us. 
 
Come along and enjoy the meeting.  See you 
all there on the 15th January 2003. 
 
Noel Oliver 
 
 

OUR CHRISTMAS SOCIAL 
MEETING 

 
Members turned out in large numbers last 
month to make a fitting finale to yet another 
successful year for our Society. 
 
Thank you to all who brought along some 
delicacies to share with other members - with 
the food provided and prepared by Iris Davies 
and helpers, we shared a magnificent spread, 
and more than enough for all.  Thank you to 
all who assisted in preparing our supper, 
which is a major feature of our Christmas 
meeting each year. 
 
The varied and very useful quantity of raffle 
prizes brought along by our members is also 

a feature.  Isn't it strange how some members 
can appear to be so lucky, and others always 
seem to miss out?  To be honest, the mem-
bers at the tables that seemed to have all the 
luck had a great number of tickets.  Thank 
you all for participating. 
 
We give our judges the chance to relax and 
join with other members in the festivities in 
December, so we have no formal plant com-
petition, but members are at liberty to proudly 
display plants they have recently bloomed. 
 
Such a group was Geoff Spear's magnificent 
box full of high quality Disa hybrids, of which 
he can be very proud.  Geoff's plants were all 
of high quality, and most were seedlings too.  
He did the same last year too, so it can be 
said that he has really mastered the art of 
growing these South African terrestrials well. 
 
Congratulations are due to the winners of our 
annual competition for aggregate points in the 
categories in which our orchids are judged.  
Those groupings are under review each year, 
and are dependent on the numbers and vari-
ety of the plants brought along by members. 
 
The points totals achieved by growers in each 
category to win is not always high, but can be 
indicative of the fierce competition when 
many growers vie for the monthly points.  
That being said, we must acknowledge the 
outstanding results of Ron Cocks with cymbi-
diums in the 1st Division, and of Kel Staples 
with his cattleyas in Open Div.  Consistent 
and high class monthly exhibition of quality 
plants by these members saw them win the 
Society perpetual trophies, the Cymbidium 
Cup, and the Driffield Cup, from other good 
growers. 
 
The other prestigious perpetual trophy is the 
Edite Nicholls Memorial tray, awarded for the 
best seedling exhibited over the year. 
 
This year it was won by Johnston Orchids for 
a lovely phalaenopsis hybrid shown at our 
Spring Show. 
 
Only a point or so behind was a lovely phrag-
mipedium shown by the Higgs's early in the 
year. 
 
There were other very fine seedlings shown, 
too, during the year, and we may see some of 
these in the slide display this coming meet-



ing.  Seedlings can be so rewarding with the 
excellent parents and knowledge of genetics 
now being brought to bear in the breeding 
programs. 
 
Congratulations to the top exhibitors in each 
of the Divisions, too.  These are the growers 
who had the highest overall points scores 
over all the monthly meetings of the year, 
apart from the Shows, which are judged 
separately. 
 
 

NEXT MEETING 
Wednesday 15th January 

 
We have a new venue this month 
whilst the previous hall is being 
upgraded. 
 
It is the Seniors Community Cen-
tre, corner North Parade and 
Danby St Torrensville. 
 
The hall is just off South Rd, very close to the 
venue we once had at Thebarton.  We held 
one meeting there a couple of years ago.  
Parking at this hall will need to be in the adja-
cent streets.  Come early and help get our 
seating and plant benching layouts organ-
ised. 
 
This month we will review the important 
plants shown by members over the course of 
last year, commented on and discussed by 
our judging Registrar, Deane Johnston.  
Close up photography by our most able and 
expert photographer John Seidel will make 
this a very enjoyable evening, so we hope to 
see many of our members along this month. 
 
In the new hall we will need to work out the 
best arrangements for staging your plants, so 
if you are bringing in plants for judging, 
please ensure that they arrive on the bench 
before 7.45pm so they can be grouped and 
judging commenced promptly. 
 
It would be appreciated, too, if plants could 
be left for a time at the end of the meeting for 
other members to view.  We have built up a 
tradition of high quality plants and well grown, 
so please leave them so others can see the 
trouble you have taken to present them in 
such good condition. 

 
The wide variety of plants on display each 
month is a strong and positive aspect of our 
activities.  This is one way newer growers get 
to see the many varied types of orchids they 
can try, and to gauge the quality of their cul-
ture against the exhibited plants. 
 
Don't forget to have your pick in the Popular 
Vote recorded, and be eligible for the Popular 
Vote prize draw. (put your name on the back 
of your voting slip.)  This is an important part 
of the judging processes, and one in which 
everyone can participate.  Get your form from 
Gwen Staples or Sylv. Bramley and pick one 
orchid of your choice from each of Open, 
First, and Second Divisions.  Plant competi-
tions will be off and running from this meet-
ing.  There have been no changes made to 
the classes within each of the Divisions this 
year. 
 
Our regular features, Trading Table, Library, 
Raffle, Plant judging, and Cuppa at the con-
clusion of the meeting will all back in opera-
tion this month. 
 
Wednesday, 15th JANUARY is the date; 
don't forget, at our NEW VENUE. 
 
 

PROGRAMME FOR 2003. 
 
We have been busy organising a varied and 
interesting programme for 2003, but have not 
yet had all confirmations of availability dates 
of guest speakers.  We will publish the full list 
when we can confirm our speakers. 
 
 

VOLUNTEER HELPERS 
 
No organisation can operate successfully 
without the help of many members who 
cheerfully carry out the necessary jobs that 
are needed to keep any club working 
smoothly.  We thank all members who have 
helped in any way over the past year to pro-
vide the services our Society offers.  I under-
stand most who helped last year have again 
offered their help, but we welcome the offer 
by any other members who would like to be-
come more involved in the tasks that need to 
be done.  Mutual assistance can lead to 
friendships becoming enhanced and ce-
mented, and I'm sure you will find it fun, too. 
 



CHEERIOS 
 
A number of our members have been unwell 
for various reasons over the Christmas holi-
day season, and we send them our best 
wishes for a quick recovery to good health 
again for the New Year. 
 
If you know of any member on the sick list 
and you think a cheerio from all of us would 
be appreciated, please give me a call (Tel. 
8346 6155).  In many cases we don't hear 
from the member themselves as they don't 
like to make a big issue of it, but I'm sure they 
would be pleased to know we're thinking of 
them! 
 
 

ORCHIDS AUSTRALIA 
MAGAZINE 

 
Members who like to keep up with the latest 
happenings around orchid clubs and shows in 
Australia could well consider a subscription to 
the official Australian Orchid Council maga-
zine "Orchids Australia". Subscription of $45 
gets you six bimonthly issues with lots of 
good photos and information about many 
species and hybrid orchids, new commercial 
offerings, and show winners and awards. 
 
I was reading a recent article by Noel Grun-
don on watering plants (Dec 2002 page 42) 
that makes some very valid and important 
points.  We often read that we shouldn't over 
water orchids, but the real problem is that 
over watering leads to waterlogged roots.  
This in turn leads to dead roots and without 
remedial action, the demise of the plant. 
 
The waterlogged roots are a direct result of 
too fine particles in the potting medium.  Pot-
ting media cannot be over watered if the cor-
rect size of ingredients are used, which al-
lows drainage of excess water from the pore 
structure of the mix, which in turn draws air 
down around the roots of the plant. 
 
Next time you find a plant with a poor root 
system, reflect whether the problem has been 
caused not because you have 'over watered' 
the plant, but whether the potting mix has in 
fact broken down and initiated the conditions 
leading to loss of roots. 
 
 

 
Paphiopedilum rothschildianum 

 
Pssst!  Hey, want to win an orchid show?  
The answer's easy - grow and show a 
Paphiopedilum rothschildianum. 
 
Judges worldwide, not just here in Australia, 
nearly wet themselves when one of this spec-
tacular species is shown on the show bench.  
For instance, Paph rothschildianum `Queen-
slander' was awarded an FCC here in Austra-
lia in 1994, over 30 cm wide across the petal 
tips, and comparing with the AOS award to 
the variety `T & H-Neng' measuring 31 cm, 
awarded around the same time.  It was 
awarded the AOC Orchid of the Year. 
 
The variety `Q'lander' was also Champion of 
the 6th Asia Pacific Conference in Townsville 
in 1998.  The recent 17th World Orchid Con-
ference in Malaysia last year saw another 
Paph. rothschildianum take the Grand Cham-
pion prize amongst a flock of them on show 
(Peter McCauley will be talking about that 
Conference later this year, so I'll leave the 
details to him).  Let's go back one Confer-
ence to Vancouver in 1999.  Guess what won 
the Championship there?  Right, another 
Paph rothschildianum!!   Want more?  How 
about the 14th WOC in Scotland.  Yep! An-
other one, this one from the Eric Young Or-
chid Foundation in Jersey. 
 
As well as the species gaining all these 
champion awards, its hybrids have been 
gaining them, too.  St. Swithins (a cross with 
Paph philippinense) have been awarded 
FCC's here and overseas, too, and of course, 
not forgetting our local Susan Booth hybrids 
which have won shows here for Johnston Or-
chids. 
 
So you can see that Paph rothschildianum is 
highly regarded by the judges everywhere.  
Most of the awarded clones through the 70's 
and 80's which formed the springboard for all 
this recognition were from the crossing of two 
outstanding clones of the species, `Charles E' 
and `Borneo' both of which gained FCC's in 
America.  Photos of these can be found in the 
AOS Bulletin of Sept. 1990.  The Australian 
FCC was from the `Borneo' clone and was 
grown for 10 years before it gained its award 
on its second flowering for Stuart Heyden in 
Queensland. 
 



Paph rothschildianum was always a rarely 
seen species, originating only from the Mt. 
Kinabalu area of Northern Borneo, now in a 
designated National Park area.  Sadly, nearly 
all this species has been removed by collec-
tors, although plans are being made to rein-
troduce artificially bred plants back to the 
wild.  It is surmised that rich orchid estab-
lishments in USA and the UK monopolised 
many of the available plants, thus ensuring 
very high prices were maintained. 
 
Seed production from this species using the 
recognised flasking media met with very lim-
ited success until Tonkins Orchids in the USA 
managed to grow on numbers of selfings and 
sibling crosses of the species.  Paph roths-
childianum is now widely distributed around 
the world, although it is neither cheap nor 
easy to grow well.  R Kramer of the Wilton 
Paph discusses culture in detail. Research 
Collection in NSW in the August 1991 issue 
of the Aust. Orchid Review.  I have a copy if 
anyone wishes to follow it up.  The descrip-
tion of the natural habitat, and flasking and 
growing techniques is very good.  Your hard-
est task will be to get a division or seedling of 
this most desirable species. 
 
 

MONTHLY BIRTHDAY DRAW 
 
If you attended last month's meeting you may 
have noticed a paper being circulated re-
questing your month of birth on it.  We intend 
to introduce a monthly draw for a small prize 
for all the members who have their birthday in 
that month.  Just another feature to encour-
age attendance at our meetings!  
 
 
SHOWS AND EVENTS FOR 2003 

 
There will be a formidable array of Shows 
and events for you to see this year, including 
all our regular Autumn, Winter, and Spring 
shows, the SAROC Orchid Fair in June, the 
Mildura Interclub Challenge visit in July, and 
the Aust. Orchid Conference at Wayville in 
Sept. 
 
Early-bird registration for the Sept. 18th-21st 
Conference closes on Jan. 31st for those in-
tending to register. 
 
 
 

ANNUAL COMPETITION 
AGGREGATE POINTS RESULTS 

 
CYMBIDIUM CUP Ron Cocks 
DRIFFIELD CUP K&G Staples 
EDITE NICHOLS SEEDLING Johnston Orchids 
   
   
OPEN DIVISION  
AGGREGATE T&D VOGLER 
  G&M HAZELDINE 
CYMBIDIUM >90mm NO AWARD 
CYMBIDIUM 60-90mm NO AWARD 
CYMBIDIUM <60mm PHILLIPS A&M 
STANDARD CATTLEYA STAPLES K&G 
NOVELTY CATTLEYA VOGLER T&D 
CLUSTER CATTLEYA NO AWARD 
NOVELTY CLUSTER CATTLEYASTAPLES K&G 
COCKTAIL CATTLEYA VOGLER T&D 
CATTLEYA & ALLIED HUDDLESTONE S&B 
NOVELTY PAPH BOURNE T 
STANDARD PAPH STAPLES K&G 
  VOGLER T&D 
SPECIES PAPH STAPLES K&G 
SPECIES TREVORROW D&A 
PHALAENOPSIS NO AWARD 
NOVELTY PHALAENOPSIS NO AWARD 
DENDROBIUM HUDDLESTONE S&B 
AUST NAT EPI HYBRID PHILLIPS A&M 
AUST NAT EPI SPECIES NO AWARD 
AUST NAT TERR SPECIES HIGGS D&J 
AUST NAT TERR HYBRID HIGGS D&J 
MILTONIA 
/ODONTOGLOSSUM HAZELDINE G & M 
MISCELLANEOUS HIGGS D&J 
SEEDLING HIGGS D&J 
POPULAR VOTE HUDDLESTONE S&B 
   
   
FIRST DIVISION  
AGGREGATE GALPIN P 
  COCKS R 
CYMBIDIUM >90MM COCKS R 
CYMBIDIUM 60-90MM COCKS R 
CYMBIDIUM <60MM GALPIN P 
STANDARD CATTLEYA GALPIN P 
  PANKOKE R 
NOVELTY CATTLEYA SIM A&M 
CLUSTER CATTLEYA NO AWARD 
NOVELTY CLUSTER CATTLEYA SPEER P & V 
COCKTAIL CATTLEYA NO AWARD 
CATTLEYA & ALLIED NO AWARD 
NOVELTY PAPH TILBROOK C & J 
STANDARD PAPH NO AWARD 
SPECIES PAPH NO AWARD 
SPECIES GALPIN P 
PHALAENOPSIS GALPIN P 
NOVELTY PHALAENOPSIS GALPIN P 
DENDROBIUM NO AWARD 
AUST NAT EPI HYBRID PANKOKE R 



AUST NAT EPI SPECIES NO AWARD 
AUST NAT TERR SPECIES NO AWARD 
AUST NAT TERR HYBRID BURGESS L 
MILTONIA/ODONTOGLOSSUM GALPIN P 
MISCELLANEOUS CAWSE F 
SEEDLING GALPIN P 
POPULAR VOTE CAWSE F 
   
   
SECOND DIVISION  
AGGREGATE PAGE M&M 
  SUTTON K 
CYMBIDIUM >90MM BOLT B 
  SUTTON K 
CYMBIDIUM 60-90MM BOLT B 
CYMBIDIUM <60MM HELLAWELL S 
STANDARD CATTLEYA SUTTON K 
NOVELTY CATTLEYA SUTTON K 
CLUSTER CATTLEYA NO AWARD 
NOVELTY CLUSTER CATTLEYA SUTTON K 
COCKTAIL CATTLEYA PAGE M&M 
CATTLEYA & ALLIED NO AWARD 
NOVELTY PAPH PAGE M&M 
STANDARD PAPH ROBJOHNS R 
SPECIES PAPH NO AWARD 
SPECIES PAGE M&M 
  SUTTON K 
PHALAENOPSIS NO AWARD 
NOVELTY PHALAENOPSIS ROBJOHNS R 
DENDROBIUM NO AWARD 
AUST NAT EPI HYBRID WHIBLEY K&J 
AUST NAT EP SPECIES NO AWARD 
AUST NATE TERR SPECIES NO AWARD 
AUST NAT TERR HYBRID NO AWARD 
MILTONIA/ODONTOGLOSSUM PAGE M&M 
MISCELLANEOUS TREVAN K 
SEEDLING TREVAN K 
  PAGE M&M 
POPULAR VOTE PAGE M&M 
 
 
 
Congratulations to all the successful growers. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

THE COMMITTEE 
OF THE SOUTH 
AUSTRALIAN 

ORCHIDACEOUS 
SOCIETY INC. 

WISH ALL 
MEMBERS A 
HAPPY NEW 
YEAR AND A 
SUCCESSFUL 

ORCHID  
GROWING  
SEASON. 

 
 

 


