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SYMPATHY 
 
We extend our expressions of sympathy to Peter Speer and his family.  Peter’s mum passed away 
very recently, and our thoughts are with Peter, Val, and family at this sad time. 
 
 

CONGRATULATIONS 
 
Peter and Shirley French have recently celebrated their 40th Wedding Anniversary.  We extend our 
congratulations from all the members of the Society. 
 
 

COMING EVENTS 
 
4th, 5th, 6th July Victorian Country Orchid Clubs Challenge at Mildura.  We will be having quite a 
large group attending, and some of our judges have been invited to assist.  I hope Deane Johnston 
gets the Floral Art - he needs the practice.  Ask Tony Bourne - he’ll back me up. 
 
Sunday 27th July to Sat 2nd August Winter Show display at Harts Plaza Shopping Centre, 
Findon. 
 
16th Sept. (Show put-in) to 21st Sept. After 5pm. Conference composite display by our Society 
at Wayville. 
 
21st Sept Sunday morning 9am put-in to Sat. 27th Sept  Spring Orchid Festival at Burnside 
Village Shopping Centre. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next Committee Meeting: K Trevan 25th June 2003  8.00pm 
Next Judges Meeting G Hime 21st July 2003  8.00pm 
Next SA Regional Judging Panel Meeting: 16th June  7:30pm 
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PRESIDENT’S FORUM 
 

We don’t have a report from the president 
this month.  Guess he has been a very busy 
man. 
 
 

THIS MEETING 
Wednesday, June 18th 

 
We are going to hear Graham Zerbe, Judging 
Registrar of Gawler Club, experienced 
grower and hobbyist, entertain us with his 
subject  “Growing Orchids My Way” this 
month..  Graham is an experienced grower 
and we are in for an entertaining and 
informative night. 
 
Our rejuvenated library will be open for 
members to borrow books, and our trading 
table will again be operating, this month down 
at the front of the hall where Kevin Whibley 
can keep an eye on those cocky Port 
barrackers.  Some of the library magazines 
deleted from our list will be on sale, so check 
them out.  Don’t forget, though, that all our 
library books are there for you to borrow, 
free! 
 
Autumn Show Sashes, medals, and 
seedlings for all those who gained a first 
place in a Section are going to be presented 
this month, so please try to be there or have 
someone collect your prize if you can’t come 
along this month. 
 
We are also to hear from Pat Harmer, of the 
organising committee for the forthcoming 
16th Aust Orchid Conference, who is seeking 
help from local growers to act as hosts for 
Conference visitors.  Pat and Dave grew the 
Champion Orchid at the recent SAROC Fair, 
a beautifully presented Howeara with long 
golden sprays of blooms, so perhaps we can 
ask her about how she grows it so well whilst 
she is here.  Congratulations to the Harmers, 
they really grow their orchids well. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LAST MEETING 
 
Last month was, of course, our Autumn 
Show, though for those involved with our 
SAROC Fair, it seems so long ago.  We had 
not an overabundance of plants on display, 
but those that were tabled were of high 
quality, and more importantly, the prizes were 
spread over the whole three Divisions, and 
among many members - always a healthy 
sign for a club.  We congratulate all those 
who won prizes, but all the other exhibitors 
deserve praise, too, for their contribution to 
making the show such a success. 
 
Grand Champion orchid was an African 
species, Angraecum giryamae, beautifully 
flowered with two long, white racemes of 
pristine white blooms by Colin & Jan Tilbrook.  
No flash in the pan effort, this, as Colin also 
showed another well presented Angraecum, 
too, and he regularly flowers and shows them 
each year. 
 
Reserve Champion in what must have been a 
closely fought contest was another unusually 
shaped but beautiful Cirrhopetalum 
rothschildianum, brought in by Kevin and 
Helen Gurney. 
 
These two species orchids were the 
Champions of 1ST and Open Divisions, and 
Keith Sutton’s Cattleya Portiata was a worthy 
Champion of 2ND Div. 
 
Cattleyas are always prominent at our 
Autumn Show, and they were very good 
again this year, but someone often brings 
along something to surprise us, and this is 
part of the intrigue of growing orchids.  The 
judges were pleased with the competition in 
so many classes, and with prizes being 
spread around so many of our members.  
Congratulations to all who helped contribute 
to the success of the Show this year. 
 
Whilst judging was going on, Trevor Jacob 
entertained the members with a description of 
the development of cymbidium potting mixes 
in South Australia, and the emergence and 
advancement of judging here since the early 
1960’s. 
 
 
 
 
 

SUPPER ROSTER 

HELP No one is on roster Please Help



 

SAROC FAIR 
 
We did it! 
 
At the SAROC Fair held over the June long 
weekend the SA Orchidaceous Society took 
out the first place for the Champion Display of 
the Show.  This was not achieved without a 
lot of help from a lot of people.  Thanks are 
due to those members who brought in the 82 
plants from a wide range of genera that went 
together to make up our display.  
Congratulations to Colin and Nan Grigg who 
won the sash for the best orchid in our 
display with Cym. Elegant Elf ‘Nan’. 
 
It is always risky to mention some by name 
and thus run the risk of forgetting someone 
else, but I think special thanks are due to 
those who put in a lot of work behind the 
scenes to make it all happen.  Special 
mention must be made of Peter French and 
Alan Davies who got together to plan the 
theme, design the layout, work out how many 
foam boxes were needed for the staging, 
make the fencing, get the table and chairs, 
plastic, rocks, ivy, grape vines leaves, baby 
tears etc etc!  Well done!!  Those of you who 
were not able to get along don’t realize just 
what a good display and show you missed.  
Shirley French also helped greatly with 
putting the final touches to the display.  As 
well as orchids, Deane Johnston brought in 
many foliage plants to round out the display 
and son Glenn designed a very nice sign for 
the display to round out the finish.  He also 
provided a couple of others as spares and we 
believe that these should be laminated and 
used at future shows to advertise our club. 
 
Many thanks also to Iris Davies and her 
enthusiastic bunch of helpers in the kitchen 
who provided Devonshire teas over the 
weekend.  This contributed greatly to the 
friendly atmosphere of the whole weekend 
and the great feeling of conviviality that 
pervaded. 
 
Tony Bourne 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YOU CAN ONLY BLAME 
YOURSELVES 

 
I’ve been asking members and Committee to 
supply me with articles for our Review for a 
long time, and at the last Committee meeting 
I dropped a bombshell by announcing that as 
I’ve received very few, I was going to put in a 
piece of POETRY.  Well, you can imagine the 
groans, but you’ve only brought it on 
yourselves.  I challenge our members to 
come up with something better, and I reckon I 
might just be able to persuade Committee to 
provide a prize --- otherwise, I might have to 
do it again: - 
 
“Darn, I can’t recall those orchids’ names 
When once I know I used to know them 
And I must make it very plain 
I know I once used to grow them! 
 
You know our common old cymbidium  
Has the accent on the `bid’ 
It’s just the same with masdevallias 
You’re right, it’s on our dear old `Val’. 
 
Now to call Sarcochilus by its right name  
You really have to twist your tongue, 
Cos, if you say each syllable the same  
You’ll only get pronunciation wrong. 
 
And to call Cychnoches by its true name 
(You’ll untwist your tongue this time) 
The syllables are emphasised the same  
Or else you’ve just plain got it wrong. 
 
But although we strive with all our might, 
Our pronunciations are all in vain 
Because, you know those know all botanists 
Have gone and changed the blasted names 
AGAIN! 
 

 
C. Portiata 



 

KEL'S CORNER 
 
It’s not really true that I don’t get help with 
notes for the Review.  Looking back, Kel has 
been providing me with notes from some of 
the plants seen the previous month every 
month for over four years.  Thank you Kel, 
your regular contribution is really appreciated, 
especially as I thought I’d mislaid your notes 
this month. 
 
The Autumn Show held on the 21st May was 
very successful.  A good selection of 
flowering plants were on display.  There were 
a few nice cymbidiums but I thought that 
there may have been more, as quite an 
emphasis has been placed on early quality 
breeding similar to the mid to late seasons 
hybrids. 
 
On the Open bench H. & K. Gurney benched 
a species Paph. affine - a plant not seen here 
before.  A long stem 40cm in length, the 
flower with a pouch shiny like a Paph. 
villosum, the dorsal a pale green fading to 
white and spotted brown in the centre, an 
established plant flowering on the 3rd growth.  
The size of the flower was approximately 5 - 
6 cm all over.  The origin is from Southern 
China. 
 
Also from the Gurneys was Cirrhopetalum 
rothschildianum, one also which is rarely 
seen.  Growing in a 30cm squat type pot with 
bark and a foam mix, the tendency with this 
type of plant is to creep over the pot, 
sometimes with the rhizomes standing in air 
with many fine roots reaching the potting mix.  
There were 7 open and 3 buds forming the 
brownish fan shaped flowers, the sepals form 
the main part of the flowers, the petals and 
labellum are small, the centre quite dark.  
The plant gained the best in the Open section 
and also Reserve Champion. An Indian 
species, needs cool to slightly warm 
conditions.  
 
The First Division was well represented.  R. & 
L. Gunn had a nice Cattleya Portiata `Mel’, a 
strong growing plant in a 25 cm pot with 2 
lovely heads of mauve/purple flowers, one 
raceme had 8, the other 10 fully opened 
ones. 
 
Fred Cawse benched an Aranda Pannee; a 
large plant growing in a basket covered for 
presentation with Spanish moss.  A typical 

Vanda type with one raceme of orange, very 
open and curved segments heavily spotted 
red.  An eye-catching flower.  An Aranda is 
an Arachnis crossed with a Vanda, giving rise 
to some Arachnis being known as scorpion 
orchids.  Although many grow in Asian 
tropical regions some do not need high 
temperatures to succeed. 
 
C. & J. Tilbrook presented two lovely and 
longicalcar.  Both of these plants had white 
labellums, the other segments light lemon in 
colour.  The latter had labellums which were 
quite wide almost rectangular in shape, the 
former more heart or spear shape.  Both 
were strong growers, the plants about 45 cm 
tall of monopodial habit and a braided 
appearance.  Both had prominent spurs at 
the rear of the lips, this being a feature of this 
type.  One was about 25 cm long, and relying 
for pollination on a moth with a long 
proboscis to reach the nectar at the bottom of 
the hollow spur.  
 
Angraecum giryamae was judged the Grand 
Champion, a worthy winner. 
 
Keith Sutton benched two nice plants in 2nd 
Div.  One was an unnamed clustertype 
cattleya with two racemes, considered Best in 
Div.  The plant was growing in a 25cm pot 
with what looked like mainly cym. Bark.  On 
close inspection, it appeared to be a C 
Portiata, probably the variety ‘Mel’, a fine 
variety.  The other plant was Bc. Languedoc 
‘Singapore Welcome’, which gained its Award 
of Merit at the Singapore world orchid 
conference some 30 years ago.  There were 
2 blooms each on two racemes, each bloom 
being a very large 15 cm across, pale pink 
and very strong.  A plant that would be best 
suited to a lot of light for best production and 
flower quality. 
 
Congratulations to the winners and to all 
members who benched plants for all to enjoy. 
 
Kel Staples  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

CHANGING NAMES 
 
Pity the poor growers of our native orchids. 
They are going around in ever decreasing 
circles trying to keep up with the name 
changes thrust on us by taxonomists.  Can 
you imagine the time and money spent in 
writing out new labels, let alone trying to 
remember what new name goes with each 
species.  
 
Most of us now know that many of our native 
Dendrobiums are now Dockrillias, etc but 
now many of our Caladenias are now 
technically Calonemorchis.  And the lovely 
large shallow potful of Corybas diemenicus 
which was shown in the Mount Gambier club 
exhibit at the SAROC Fair is now 
Corysanthes diemenica.  If that’s not enough, 
many of our greenhoods are no longer 
Pterostylis, but are being split into a number 
of new genera.  I think I’ll just call them by 
their common names until the experts can 
make up their minds. 
 
It’s a long time ago now, but back until the 
early 1960’s, slipper orchids were known 
almost universally as Cypripedium, and when 
it was proposed to change the name of the 
genus to the more correct paphiopedilum, 
members of the Orchid Club of SA rebelled 
and voted to call them by the longstanding 
name.  It was only after the general use in 
publications and exhortations of the experts 
and judges caused the correct botanical 
name to become recognised and accepted by 
the general orchid grower, that the name 
paphiopedilum was officially adopted here.  I 
wonder what will happen with all these new 
changes?  Part of the problem is that all of 
the books and publications up to now (and 
there are some very good ones) have the old 
names to identify the species.  On top of that, 
if a species has been used in breeding, the 
Registration Authority (Sanders Lists) 
recognises the old name for Registration of 
new crossings.  Think I’ll forget the politics 
and just grow the ones that do well for me 
and let someone else scratch their head over 
the names. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OFF WITH THEIR HEADS 
 
We have Nancy Neighbour to thank for this 
item.  Thank you indeed - all items like this 
are appreciated. 
 
It seems that in the Yarra Ranges Shire near 
Melbourne, agapanthus plants set and 
germinate their seeds so readily that they are 
becoming an environmental menace, so the 
Council has asked people to cut the heads off 
them before they set seed. “We are asking 
residents to consider removing their 
agapanthus” a spokesman said. “As with 
most weeds, they grow easily and can choke 
out Australian natives.’  The popular garden 
plant was listed as an environmental weed in 
1989, and has caused significant 
environmental problems in bushland areas, 
destroying and outcompeting native 
wildflowers and vegetation.  
 
I’ve tried growing seed over here, and I can 
tell the Council they don’t propagate that 
easily round Adelaide, as you’ll find out if you 
go to Bunnings etc to buy plants.  I know they 
grow lots along driveways in the Adelaide 
Hills, so I suppose they could become a 
problem here.  Floral art ladies sometimes 
use the long flower stalks in their creations so 
if we have a problem, we only need to turn 
the ladies loose with their snippers. 
 
 

OBSERVATIONS ON THE 
SAROC FAIR 

 
It seemed to me that the SAROC Fair this 
year was even more successful than last 
year’s. The various club people appeared to 
acknowledge and smile at other clubs’ 
members more readily  (probably because 
they’ve now got to know them and treat them 
as old friends).  Certainly there were more 
displays, and they were very good, 
considering the season.  I did feel that there 
weren’t as many plants in the hall this year, 
but I could be mistaken.  The variety was 
exceptional, covering a great number of 
genera, and the specimen plants, specially 
the laelias, were outstanding.  The Cultural 
Award granted to the spectacular and brightly 
coloured Laelia gouldiana brought down from 
Mildura typified the trouble our exhibitors took 
to make their displays a success. 
 



 

The artistic flair shown in some exhibits was 
of particularly high standard.  The concept of 
the Artist’s Studio (the Port Augusta display) 
maximised the visual impact with a minimal 
number of plants, and the Mt Gambier and 
Millicent displays must surely have been 
designed by ladies with a high degree of 
floral art training, for the attention to detail 
and overall finish was really great.  Of the 
larger metro displays, I liked the theme and 
execution of the Gawler display best of all, 
but I did feel that as an orchid display, it was 
a bit light on for plants.  It did have the 
Champion Orchid of the Show, a Howeara 
with long sprays of shapely golden blooms 
beautifully presented by the Harmers.  
 
The South Coast display was well thought out 
and put together, too, but to my mind, didn’t 
quite come up to the outstanding effort of the 
Dragon and his golden treasures thought up 
last year, and they didn’t have as many 
plants in the display this time either. That 
might be a bit tough, for the grand display of 
species orchids also belonged to members of 
South Coast, too.  The spotlight really lifted 
the display and gave a true indication of the 
beautiful colours of many of the blooms. 
 
The Cymbidium Club put a display in again 
this year, and the Cym. lover was able to pick 
out a range of colours and shape to do credit 
to the quality expected at a Spring Show.  
Then the penny dropped --this was only early 
June, for goodness sake, and many of the 
plants were of very recent hybridising.  Most 
of my `earlies’ are just coming out now, and 
these people had specimen size plants fully 
out of select show quality.  We should all take 
time to ponder what has been achieved. 
 
Then to come to our Display - a fitting reward 
for the efforts Peter French and Alan Davies 
put into the layout, design, and preparation.  
Our members responded, too, by bringing 
along plants in variety, numbers and quality.  
An orchid display should have lots of good 
quality plants in a range of genera, and this 
we had.  Angraecums, large bright blue 
vandas, brilliant yellow oncidiums, flamboyant 
purple cattleyas, pristine white minicyms, and 
a host of other genera made for a display that 
you could study, go away for a cuppa or a 
sausage & onions, then come back later and 
find some other gems like a brassia, mini-
cattleya or slipper that you had overlooked 
before.  I’ll make an admission here.  When 

the display was first being put in, I thought, 
Hello, another typical composite display 
where all the plants get bunged in just to 
make them fit and avoid anyone getting upset 
because their plants were left over.  The 
layout we devised enabled the plants to be 
moved and balanced to give the best overall 
effect, and I thought it looked pretty good, 
and went off to see what the commercial 
vendors had to offer.  When I came back, 
Shirley French had waved her magic wand 
over the display. Gone were the conspicuous 
pots, labels all neatly aligned, errant leaves 
tucked back, and a neatly finished display 
ready for the judges next morning. 
 
I didn’t have the heart to tell her that after the 
display judging was completed, the judges 
would be ripping the displays apart to bring 
forward the favoured blooms.  They did put 
them back reasonably well, though, so 
Shirley’s efforts weren’t wasted.  Well done, 
everybody. 
 
I saw Colin Tilbrook taking some digital 
photos, too.  We might have some for our 
magazine later if we’re lucky. 
 
We also had responsibility for running the 
kitchen, Devonshire teas, etc, and Iris Davies 
and her many helpers made sure everything 
went smoothly - they even had piped music in 
the kitchen courtesy of the YMCA staff.  
Again, a combined and friendly effort. 
 
Other groups did their work efficiently, too.  I 
can vouch for the quality of the sausage 
sizzle courtesy of the Cym Club and Mt. 
Gambier, and I saw the Port Pirie boys doing 
a very effective job of carving up a large 
cattleya plant in the potting demonstrations. 
 
The commercial people all looked busy, too, 
and even when not actually serving 
customers, they were busy giving out good 
advice.  A special mention to Len Brombal 
here, who manned the AOC stall with his 
charming wife, Lena, all weekend, promoting 
the Aust, Orchid Council and its wares. 
 
The dinner was again a resounding success, 
promoting goodwill among the various clubs, 
and everyone I spoke to agreed the weekend 
was a great promotional vehicle for 
cooperation and camaraderie between the 
clubs.  Only needs a few more clubs to join in 
and things would be perfect.  
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Cirrhopetalum rothschildianum 

Den.Elegant glow ‘Dot’ 




