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SUBSCRIPTIONS 
 
Please remember your subs for 2004 are now due.  Single membership 
is $18, and joint membership is $28 per annum. 
 
Just another reminder that we have available a number of Society metal membership badges, and 
a number of embroidered cloth badges they will be available for your inspection at the meeting, if 
you are interested. 
 
 
 
 

BIRTHDAYS FOR March 
 
Peter French 
Judith Gardner 

Cliff George 
Gwen Staples 

Jill Taylor 
Kevin Whibley 

 
Happy Birthday to these members. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next Committee Meeting: D Johnston 24th March 2004  8.00pm 
Next Judges Meeting A Davies 5th April 2004   8.00pm 
Next SA Regional Judging Panel Meeting: 15th March 2004  7:30pm 
  176 Tynte St North Adelaide 
 

The Executive Committee of the S.A. Orchidaceous Society Inc.  
 

 
PRESIDENT Mr. N. Oliver    8443 4945 
VICE PRESIDENT Dr. A Bourne 
 Mr T Jacob 
Im PAST PRESIDENT Mr. A Davies 
SECRETARY Mrs. V Speer    8276 5833   
  P.O. Box 161 Brooklyn Park S.A.  5032 
TREASURER Mrs D Vogler 
COMMITTEE Mr. P Speer 
 Mr. D. Johnston 
 Mr. R. McNamee 
 Mr. C. Tilbrook 
 Mr. P French 
 Mr. K Trevan 
REGISTRAR of JUDGES Mr. D. Johnston 
SHOW MARSHAL Dr. A. Bourne 
REVIEW EDITOR Mr. T. Jacob    8346 6155 
ASSISTANT EDITOR Mr. R. McNamee    8322 8344 
  Email robba20@yahoo.com.au 
 

Articles in this Review 
may be reprinted with 

permission from the S.A. 
Orchidaceous Society Inc. 
 



PRESIDENTS PIECE 
 
We had a great meeting in February.  The 
quantity of plants benched was down, but the 
quality was there with quite a lot of mixed 
genera to maintain the interest of members. 
 
Tony Bourne gave a very interesting talk on 
all judging aspects set down under the 
Australian Orchid Council rules.  This was 
done by a good presentation of slides 
showing what the judges are instructed to 
look for, including some of the faults 
commonly found in some flowers.  All in all, a 
well presented talk.  Many questions were 
asked by members, so hopefully this will 
result in improvements with the quality and 
presentation of plants on our show benches 
in future.  Thank you, Tony. 
 
Those of you at the meeting would have 
heard that the venue we have had for our 
Winter Shows at Findon is not available this 
year.  It is very important that we have a 
suitable venue for our Show, so if any 
member has any suggestion for a suitable 
site, please let any one of our Committee 
know so that all possibilities can be 
considered.  We certainly don’t want to miss 
out presenting a Winter Show, as it promotes 
orchids to the public, and the sale of plants 
helps members recoup costs of fertilisers, 
etc. and also raises funds to keep the costs 
of running our Society down. 
 
At our next meeting, we will be given a talk by 
Sophie Thompson, who is from Nutrog, so it 
should be of interest to us all.  
 
See you all there. 
 
Noel Oliver 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS MEETING 
Wednesday 17th March 

 
Something a little different this month.  Many 
of us will have heard of Sophie Thompson 
and her expertise in the area of horticulture 
through the auspices of Nutrog fertilisers, 
Sophie will address us about how to beat the 
summer heat in the garden, and also about 
practical water use reduction.  When we 
survey the effects that the recent sudden hot 
spells have had on our plants and gardens 
this summer, the subjects will be very timely. 
 
Our usual features will be operating this 
month, too. 
 
 

LAST MEETING 
 
Tony Bourne delivered a very informative talk 
last meeting, where he explained some of the 
mysteries of judging orchids, accordingly to 
the gospel of the AOC.  What made it most 
interesting was the way he used examples of 
some not-so-perfect blooms to show us what 
the judges are seeking.  This approach made 
it easier to understand and appreciate the 
qualities of many of the blooms which are 
found in our own collections, and showed that 
sometimes less than perfect blooms can still 
be winners.  The number of questions asked 
by members indicated their interest, and we 
thank Tony for a very interesting talk. 
 
 

LIBRARY 
 
We now have a new librarian to look after the 
issue and return of library books and 
magazines.  Patricia Carman has taken over 
these duties from Margaret Jacob.  We thank 
these ladies for their assistance in helping 
with the services the Society offers. 
 
Please do check out the books and new 
magazines we have available for members to 
borrow, and don’t forget we have some 
reference books available for perusal, too. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUPPER ROSTER 
M Phillips & K Sutton 

Phrag. Memoria Dick Clements 



 

KEL’S CORNER 
 
At the meeting of 18th Feb., there were less 
than the usual numbers of plants, no doubt 
due to the excessive heat we have suffered, 
but what were seen were in excellent 
condition. 
 
On the Open bench, B & R Wilson had a 
species cattleya, C. loddigesii, growing in a 
20 cm pot.  It had two flower heads, one open 
with 8 round purple flowers of overall 
excellent shape and quality on a well grown 
plant.  This is an excellent example of the 
improvements which can be achieved 
through line breeding, resulting in plants way 
ahead in quality of the original species 
collected in the wild.  G & M Hazledine’s plant 
of Colmanara Wildcat `Blood Shot’ was also 
well grown, with two large growths, one 
backbulb and had 4 racemes of 5 cm 
black/red flowers averaging 18 blooms each, 
and one unopened raceme.  The colours do 
not show at their best under fluoro lights, and 
under daylight, the blooms glisten most 
attractively.  Colmanaras are a mixture of 
Miltonias, Odontoglossums, and Oncidiums 
in their breeding makeup.  A spectacular 
plant if the large spidery Brassia Rex 
belonging to B & R Wilson held one semi 
arching raceme of about 10 exceptional 
flowers with narrow segments of pale lemony 
green, with brown spots, but the outstanding 
feature was the size of the blooms.  They 
were approximately 36 cm wide by 20 cm. 
each and made an arresting sight.  Brassias 
are found naturally throughout the American 
tropical areas, like Panama, Peru, Ecuador 
etc.  The crossing Rex is a hybrid between 
Brs. verrucosa x gireoudeana., and this plant 
is certainly a great improvement over the 
species used to produce it. 
 
A contrast in size was an attractive plant of 
the small growing genus Promenaea in the 
First Division.  The crossing was Prom. 
Florafest Sparkler, shown by A & I Davies, 
with flowers pure yellow, the labellum yellow 
with a few brown spots.  The spotting can be 
variable, some carrying heavy spotting, 
others some pinkish spots.  Plants grown in 
10 cm pots can carry many attractive blooms, 
and require only a small space in your 
greenhouse.  They occur naturally in Brazil 
and need moist conditions with not too much 
light.  There was also a very attractive 
Ascocenda Fuch’s Orange Sparkler, 

 
 

Brassia Rex 
 
appropriately named, with its 10 small 3-4 cm 
orange blooms.  This plant was most 
attractively presented with the top of the pot 
covered with moss. 
 
Kevin Trevan’s Agwa. Kiwi Surprise, one of 
the zygopetalum group, was nicely presented 
in a 15 cm pot with a moss covering.  It had 5 
growths and attractive yellow/green blooms 
attractively spotted with brown. 
 
Overall, a very nice selection considering the 
trying heat conditions we have endured 
recently, and our thanks to all who brought 
along plants for us to enjoy. 
 
Kel Staples 
 
 

SOCIAL NEWS 
 
We have arranged a visit to the Netherhill 
Strawberry Farm near Lobethal on Sunday, 
21st March.  We need to provide the 
Strawberry Farm with the approximate 
number of people attending, so if you haven’t 
yet given an indication that you might be 
going, please let our Secretary, Val Speer, 
know.  A barbecue and tea/coffee making 
facilities will be available for us to use.  We 
suggest meeting about 11am at the Farm.  
They do have Barbecue Packs or Cold Meat 
packs (includes sweets) available at $15 per 
head, but this needs to be pre-ordered, so 
you’ll need to let Val know early so she can 
advise our requirements.  Some of our 



 

members have already been there, and 
report that it is a delightful picnic venue, so 
do try to come along if you can. 
 
THE MAP IS ON THE BACK PAGE 
 
The Victorian Country Orchid Challenge will 
be on in Ararat in the first week of July (2nd - 
4th).  I know some of our members are going 
again this year to participate in a really good 
weekend of social activities and orchids.  The 
South Coast Orchid Club is taking a bus and I 
understand members of our Club who wish to 
join in will be welcome.  Please talk to Lucy 
Spear, the South Coast secretary on 8381 
4420, or see Lucy at our meetings for more 
information. 
 
 

EASY TO GROW 
Dendrobium linguiforme 

 
This Australian native species is relatively 
easy to grow, and makes its biggest impact 
when grown as a specimen size plant, as the 
blooms almost all open together, and the 
feathery white, small blooms can almost 
completely cover the plant.  It grows locally 
under shadehouse conditions, but the 
normally used method of growing it mounted 
on a log makes it important to maintain 
moisture and humidity around the plant 
during summer.  Its small growing size and 
tongue shaped leaves make it an interesting 
looking plant even when not in flower.  Unlike 
other popular Aust. dendrobiums, it has not 
been used much in hybridising. 
 
Here’s what Noel Oliver has found out about 
this popular species. 
 
Best grown on almost any host, but with a 
warning to keep up the watering during the 
growing season, as it dries out quickly in the 
summer months. Lay it on its back in a 
somewhat shadier area under the cymbidium 
leaves if drying occurs too quickly.  Use a 
mount with a rough bark, or better still, paper 
bark as the roots like to penetrate and protect 
themselves in cracks and keep cool. 
 
Den. linguiforme has not been tried in 
cultivation using pot culture; maybe it would 
grow in coarse gravel and bark mixture as in 
nature it can be found on rocky outcrops in 
open positions using the updraft of moist cool 
air from the valley floor.  It also grows well on 

paperbark trees, (Melaleuca) in swampy 
places.  It is also noticeable that the branches 
and not the trunk is where you will find it 
growing, and once again a creek or river is 
close by creating humidity.  Gradually the 
plant grows around the tree limb, and creates 
a spectacular sight when flowering, as the 
flowers appear to grow in circles around the 
limb.  A well grown, mature plant can cover 
quite a large area. 
 
The species Den. linguiforme is the 

foundation plant used as a basis to describe 
the dendrobium genus in 1799.  The range of 
Den. linguiforme is from the south-east of 
NSW to as far north as the Burdekin River in 
Qld.  It is found from the coast to hundreds of 
km. inland, and from sea level to an altitude of 
1200 metres.  There are three major forms or 
varieties of linguiforme.  The variety, var 
nugentae differs in leaf size, having larger, 
fatter, sometimes almost round leaves.  It is a 
rain forest type and is found in Qld.  Var. 
huntianum is almost identical to the type, with 
the difference of having longer, pointier 
leaves, and is found in a small local area on 
the Brisbane River.  Den. linguiforme is 
reasonably easy to grow in your cym. house, 
flowers regularly and once established, 
causes very few problems with its culture. 
 
 

PLATE RAFFLE 
 
The raffle for the plate featuring the Aust, 
native orchid Den striolatum, was held last 
month, and resulted in Ticket No. 018 being 
the winner.  This ticket was held by Brian and 
Shirley Brand.  Congratulations to them, and 
thank you to all who bought tickets.  It proved 
a popular raffle, so perhaps we can do 
something similar in the near future. 
 
 

DIARY DATES 
 
NEDOS annual auction Thursday March 18th 
at 8pm.  St. Phillips Church Hall Galway Ave 
Broadview 
Bromeliad Show at Maltese Hall, 6 Jeanes 
St. Beverley 20th and 21st March  Free 
admission. 
Fern Show at Adelaide High School West 
Tce. 17th-18th April  Admission $3 
Enfield Horticultural Autumn Show  at 
Klemzig Hall 7 O.G. Rd. Klemzig 24th -25th 
April  $1 admission 



 

CONGRATULATIONS 
DEAN ROESLER 

 
Dean Roesler will be known to most orchid 
growing people in South Australia, in 
particular to cymbidium growers. 
 
Dean spoke at one of our monthly meetings 
not long ago,, and has been prominent in 
orchid growing circles for many years.  
Instrumental in the formation of the Cym. 
Club of SA and in the continuing success of 
the Cym section of the Aust. Orchid Review, 
as well as being prominent in recent breeding 
successes in cym. Hybrids.  Dean is widely 
respected and admired across Australia. 
 
It was very fitting, therefore, that he featured 
in the recent Australia Day Honours List for 
his services to Horticulture, and in particular, 
to cymbidiums.  We congratulate and 
commend him for this most well deserved 
honour. 
 
 

HEAT DAMAGE IN CYMS 
 
When the temperature reaches 44 degrees 
C, growers are fortunate if not too many of 
their plants suffer some form of damage.  
Even when burning of leaves and bulbs is not 
evident, the extreme temperatures 
experienced cause shock and slowing of 
growth.  The damage to emerging flower 
spikes cannot yet be fully evaluated, but will 
result in aborting of spikes and buds if they 
have been subjected to excessive 
temperatures.  Burning typically occurs most 
on older leaves and bulbs, sometimes not 
being evident immediately after being subject 
to the higher temperatures.  Most damage 
occurs through direct sunrays striking the 
plant, and roots are not immune to cooking, 
especially when grown in black plastic pots.  
When burning has become evident, the 
leaves can be trimmed to a few cm below the 
damage.  Cooked backbulbs should be cut 
away to avoid the possibility of rotting 
progressing to the front portion of the plant   
Give the plant a spray with fungicide like 
Mancozeb to guard against fungal infection 
and remove it to a more sheltered, cooler 
spot.  Keep the potting medium damp, but do 
not fertilise heavily at this stage as root 
damage has probably occurred.  A drink 
containing Seasol could be beneficial.  Do not 

repot the plant at this time, as we want to 
avoid any further trauma.  If spikes have 
gone yellow and rotted off, break the spike 
away from the bulb to allow air to dry it out, or 
else rotting can progress down the spike into 
the base of the bulb.  If rot is evident, dust the 
area with fungicide. 
 
Once the plant has had a chance to recover, 
then assess the damage and repot later in 
autumn if necessary. 
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Zga. Adelaide Oval 
 

 



 

COMPETITION RESULTS FEBRUARY 2004 
 
STANDARD CATTLEYA 
 
Open Div 
1st Blc. Ronald Hausermann K & G Staples 
 
NOVELTY CATTLEYA 
 
Open Div 
1st C. Lulu x Herbie Poole K & G Staples 
First Div 
1st Lc. Interceps A & M Sim 
 
CATTLEYA & ALLIED GENERA 
 
Open Div 
1st Ctna. Dal’s Capri G & M Hazledine 
 
NOVELTY PAPHIOPEDILUM 
 
Open Div 
1st Paph. chamberlianianum x victoria-mariae Staples 
2nd Paph. Clifton Booth P Galpin 
3rd Paph. Goultenianum x primulinum K & G Staples 
 
SPECIES PAPHIOPEDILUM 
 
Open Div 
1st Paph. parishii D & J Higgs 
2nd Paph. argus K & G Staples 
 
SPECIES 
 
Open Div 
1st C. loddigesii ‘Danelle’ R & B Wilson 
2nd Enc. radiata G & C Hime 
First Div 
1st Phal. cornu-cervi C & J Tilbrook 
 
NOVELTY PHALAENOPSIS 
 
Open Div 
1st Dtps. Queen Beer ‘Red Sky’ P Galpin 
 

MILTONIA/ONCIDIUM/ODONTOGLOSSUM 
 
Open Div 
1st Colm. Wildcat ‘Blood Shot’ G & M Hazledine 
2nd Onc. Liz ‘Fullmoon’ G & M Hazledine 
3rd Onc. Golden Anniversary ‘Emas’ S & B Huddleston 
 
MISCELLANEOUS 
 
Open Div 
1st Brassia Rex R & B Wilson 
2nd Hwmsa. Aussie Quest G & C Hime 
3rd Phrag. Memoria Dick Clements D & J Higgs 
First Div 
1st Mokara Walter Dumae F Cawse 
2nd Prom. Samsu x stapelioides I & A Davies 
3rd Aranda Madam Pannee F Cawse 
Second Div 
1st Zga. Adelaide Oval K Trevan 
2nd Epi Boundii K & J Whibley 
3rd Z. Warrigal Wonder K Trevan 
 
SEEDLING 
 
Open Div. 
1st Phrag. Memoria Dick Clements D & J Higgs 
2nd Prom. Dinah Albright ‘Meg’ B Fisher 
3rd Paph. Paph. Clifton Booth P Galpin 
First Div 
1st Prom. Samsu x stapelioides I & A Davies 
2nd Agwa. Kiwi Sunrise J Taylor 
Second Div 
1st Zga. Adelaide Oval K Trevan 
 
POPULAR VOTE 
 
Open Div 
1st Brassia Rex R & B Wilson 
2nd C. loddigesii ‘Danelle’ R & B Wilson 
3rd Paph. parishii D & J Higgs 
First Div 
1st Mokara Walter Dumae F Cawse 
2nd Aranda Madam Pannee F Cawse 

3rd Phal. cornu-cervi C & J Tilbrook 
Second Div 
1st Zga. Adelaide Oval K Trevan 
2nd Epi Boundii K & J Whibley 
3rd Z. Warrigal Wonder K Trevan 
 
 
BEST IN DIVISION 
 
Open Div 
 
 Brassia Rex 
 
 grown by R & B Wilson 
 
First Div 
 
 Phal. cornu-cervi 
 grown by C & J Tilbrook 
 
Second Div 
 
 Zga. Adelaide Oval 
 grown by K Trevan 
 
 
Registrar’s Choice 
 
Brassia Rex 
 
 grown by R & B Wilson 
 
 
REGISTRATIONS 
 
Paph. Saint Swithin x primulinum Paph. Clifton Booth 
Hmswa. June x Z. Titanic Hwmsa. Aussie Quest 
 



 

 


