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VALE 
 
We were saddened to learn of the passing of Lorraine Braddock last month.  Ted and Lorraine 
have been long term active members of our Society, and our sincere sympathy is extended to Ted 
on his sad loss.  Our thoughts have been with you, Ted. 
 
 

CHEERIOS 
 
Our best wishes are extended to Stan Johnston, who spent time in hospital, but who we 
understand has now returned home.  Stan is a long term member of our Society, and has rendered 
sterling service over a period of many years, and we send him our best wishes. 
 
We know, too, that Mrs. Sue McAllan, wife of our late member, Alan, has reached her milestone 
100th birthday on 28th April.  Best wishes and Happy Birthday from all at our Society. 
 
 

BIRTHDAYS FOR MAY 
 
Ted Braddock Karyn Holloway Mary Sim 
Patricia Carman Roma Lafferty Pauline Simcock 
Graham Hazledine Pat Lampard Geoff Spear 
Maureen Hazledine Ray Lonsdale  
 
Happy Birthday to these members. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next Committee Meeting: N Oliver 26th May 2004   8.00pm 
Next Judges Meeting J Taylor 7th June 2004   8.00pm 
Next SA Regional Judging Panel Meeting: 21st June 2004   7:30pm 
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PRESIDENTS PIECE 
 
All who attended the meeting had another 
great night. 
 
Roger Rankin gave us a very interesting talk 
on A.O. C. Awards and also showed us slides 
of recent awards, including those given at the 
Conference last year.  The slides were of 
excellent quality taken by our Society 
photographer, John Seidel. 
 
After Roger’s talk, he then presented three 
Award Certificates to members.  An HCC was 
presented to the Garard brothers for a 
flowering of Zygocolax Kiwi `Brian’.  Noel 
Oliver’s flowering of Dockrillia linguiforme 
won Noel an Award of Cultural 
Commendation, and the third award was a 
certificate for Johnston Orchids for the 
prestigious effort of Orchid of The Year. 
 
Next meeting will be our Autumn Show, and I 
hope that you are looking after those plants 
so that we can have an excellent display of 
orchids for our Show this month. 
 
Hope to see you all at the next meeting. 
Noel Oliver 
 

 
 

C. Wedding Song ‘Virgin’ 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS MEETING 
Wednesday 19th May 

 

A BIG meeting this month.  Our Autumn 
Show will be featured, so bring along any of 
your friends you might think would like to see 
a display of flowering orchids.  An extra 
feature will be the appearance of well known 
radio personality and nurseryman, Mark 
Bouchier, who will entertain and inform us 
whilst the judging of our show is being 
conducted.  Mark is known both for his 
knowledge and breezy style, and his talk will 
be entertaining and informative. 
 
 

LAST MEETING 
 

We are indebted to Roger Rankin for his talk 
last meeting about AOC awardsand a 
selection of quality orchids shown at the 
recent AOC Conference at Wayville last year.  
Roger’s talks are always good value, and 
gave us a glimpse of the quality we should 
aspire to to maintain our orchid collections at 
the forefront of the various genera and 
breeding now available to us. 
 
The number of quality mericlones, and the 
hybridising results from knowledgeable 
breeders which are freely available, means 
that any of our members can grow and flower 
orchids to the very highest quality standards.  
The standard of culture we continually see on 
our showbenches shows that we have a good 
grasp of the care required to produce 
excellent plants, which gives us the platform 
to produce award blooms. 
 
Thank you, Roger, for imparting your 
expertise to members last meeting. 
 
 

SOCIAL NEWS 
 
If you are attending the SAROC Fair dinner 
on Saturday evening, 12th June at the Royal 
Coach Motel, get in soon.  The fellowship and 
fun of the evening is matched by the quality 
of food, and will be a highlight of the year’s 
social activities.  $28 per person will secure a 
seat. 
 
 
 
 
 

SUPPER ROSTER 
Lucy & Geoff Spear & Ray Lonsdale 



 

KEL’S CORNER 
 
The meeting of 21st April was supported by a 
nice variety of orchids in bloom, but the 
number of plants was less than we migh have 
expected. 
 
An interesting plant on the Open Div. Was 
Grammatocymbidium William Kirch 
`Featherhill’, belonging to B & R Wilson.  
Looking closely at the plant, it looked like any 
cymbidium.  It was growing in a 20cm pot 
which was filled with bulbs.  There were two 
upright racemes carrying over 20 mushroom 
coloured flowers 7 cm in size and heavily 
spotted with fine dots.  On checking, there 
have been very few crossings between 
grammayophyllums with cymbidiums. 
 
Phragmipedium Lutz Rollke was a seedling 
shown by D & J Higgs.  A nicely grown plant, 
it carried one long stem with a bright brick red 
flower with a spread of about 11 cm.  The 
crossing of two species Phrag. besseae and 
boisserianum make this fine hybrid. They are 
related to both paphs and cypripediums, but 
in general grow into larger plants.  Phrags 
also need to be kept much damper than most 
plants, and more terrestrial in nature. 
 
A plant of Paph. Transvaal, a crossing of 
Paph. chamberlainianum with Paph. 
rothschildianum, was presented by Kel 
Staples as a large plant carrying a tall 
raceme with 3 strong flowers of brown-green 
and purple colouration.  The reason I mention 
this plant is that I have owned this plant for 
12 years, and about 5 years ago, the nursery 
I got the plant from rang to enquire whether it 
had ever flowered.  The answer was yes, 
once near the time he rang and now.  It is 
quoted in literature that whilst the species 
Paph. rothschildianum grows well, it won’t 
flower until left to grow to large size.  So if 
anyone is worried about their plant not 
flowering, be prepared to wait a long time. 
 
On the First Div benches, P Speer had a nice 
plant of Cattleya Pippin, a crossing of two 
species, C. forbesii and C. aurantiaca.  It was 
in a 20 cm pot, with 11 growths and two 
racemes each with 6 blooms, a good number 
for this type of breeding.  The blooms were 
almost 10 cm across, of a bright yellow 
colour. 
 

Cattleya Hawaiian Wedding Song `Virgin’ is 
an older hybrid now, but always showy when 
carrying a number of 10cm blooms like the 7 
on this raceme and of a pure white colour, all 
in good condition.  The plant was large and 
growing in a shallow pot in bark.  The 
crossing of C. Angelbells x C. Claesiana was 
registered back in 1982 by Kodama. 
 
In Second Div. Mrs. Hellawell benched a very 
nice Cym. Valentines Love, an intermediate 
size with 3 racemes, two fully out, in a nice 
green colour with strong red lips.  A quality 
bloom for April, and always consistent for the 
grower.  Ray Lonsdale had a plant of 
Stenoglottis longifolia.  This is a terrestrial 
orchid from South Africa, which grows from 
underground tubers.  The plant had 10 
mauve flowers which are individually small, 
but en masse on the raceme look spectacular 
with their mauve colouration.  The flowering 
is progressive so they last for a long time.  In 
summer the plant loses its leaves, and at this 
time they can be divided if necessary.  A 
larger, specimen plant is much more 
spectacular. 
 
 

 
 

Stenoglottis longifolia 
 

Thanks to all exhibitors for a nice display. 
 
Kel Staples. 
 
 



 

EASY TO GROW 
Dendrobium x Delicatum 

by Noel Oliver 
 
In their natural growing conditions, several 
native dendrobiums cross-pollinate  One of 
the most important of these natural hybrids is 
the crossing between Den. Speciosum with 
Den.kingianum..The crossing is the well 
known and easily cultivated Den delicatum. 
 
The plant can be found growing on 
sandstone rocks (a lithophyte), and is usually 
a relatively fast growing, robust plant, easily 
grown in the cym. house.  When compared 
with its parent plants in growth habit, it is 
noticed that the canes, leaves, flowers etc. 
are close to midway between the parents.  
The flower colour varies from white, through 
cream, to pink and mauve, usually with about 
10 to a raceme.  Stems taper from the base 
to the tips which have 2-6 leaves .  Flowering 
in springtime, a well grown specimen plant is 
a desirable adddition to a collection.  Back 
cutting in the Spring of the older back canes 
can assist the plant to reach specimen size 
much quicker.  Den. Delicatum resents wet 
feet, so keep the base of the plant on top of a 
good open potting mix, large bark pieces 
interspersed with gravel, thus allowing air to 
circulate around the roots, and eliminating 
waterlogging.  Hold the plant at the desired 
height in your planter, and carefully feed the 
compost in around the roots.  A stake is 
helpful if the plant is at all wobbly. 
 
Containers are chosen by considering your 
watering habits  - the more frequent, the 
more open the potting mix.  Slat baskets 
allow roots to come through the compost and 
wander over the wooden basket.  My plants 
are on a bench with my cyms under 70% 
shadecloth in a spot where they receive sun 
most of the day.  If a plant is new, 
unestablished, with few roots, the more 
protection must be given. 
 
Fertilise sparingly (any of the commercial 
products) broken down to below 
recommended strength, and use only when 
the plant is in a growth stage.  Only fertilise 
after watering. 
Crossings of Den speciosum with Den 
kingianum have been made many times.  
Growers from central coast NSW claim the 
best flower forms of Den speciosum are 

found around Alum mountain in the 
Buladelah district, but the den. kingianums 
there are reported to be poor in form  The 
most sought after Den. kingianum is the 
variety known as No, 21,   This has been 
crossed with the superior Den speciosum 
form, hoping to produce superior Den 
Delicatums.  The hope is for a compact, 
colourful, good flowering red Den. Delicatum.  
An excellent and easy to grow plant for your 
collection. 
 
N. Oliver 
 
 

DIARY DATES 
 
SAROC ORCHID FAIR over the long 
weekend in June.  Plant put in is from 6pm to 
8 pm on Friday, June 11th, and the show  will 
be open on Saturday 12th after judging, and 
concluding on Sunday 13th.  Our Society is 
responsible for the kitchen again this year, 
and any help you can offer here will be 
welcome. 
 
Our Society won the large display grouping 
last year, and we are anxious to do well again 
this time.  Your assistance with providing 
orchid plants for our display will be 
appreciated, and for foliage plants, to finish 
off our exhibit, too. 
 
Come along and meet growers from other 
Clubs around the State and from Mildura. 
 
VIC. COUNTRY CLUBS CHALLENGE over 
weekend of 3rd - 4th July.  Setup of show is 
on Friday 2nd, and a barbecue will follow.  
Most of those going have already booked, so 
don’t delay if your arrangements haven’t yet 
been completed. 
 
 
A NOTE ON OUR WINTER SHOW 
 
We signalled previously that we will be 
holding this year’s show at the Klemzig Band 
Hall, at 7 O.G. Rd. Klemzig, (just off the 
Northeast Rd.), over the weekend of 24th and 
25th July...So that we can complete judging 
and open the Show to the public by 12 noon, 
we’ll need to have the displays in and 
complete by 10 am.  That means we’ll have 
to have the hall open quite early on the 
Saturday to enable members to get their 
plants in.  Plants for the trading table should 



 

be able to be brought in after 10 am subject 
to no interruption of the judging processes. 
 
It will be very important that we advertise our 
Show well, and get many people through the 
doors. 
 
We will be able to provide afternoon teas for 
visitors, so we will be looking for helpers 
here, too. 
 
Demonstrations of potting and cultural advice 
could be popular with the public. 
 
Plant sales will be a major feature, so groom 
your sales plants to get best prices.  It has 
been suggested we may able to sell pot 
plants, too, and this is under consideration by 
the Committee. 
 
Why not have a display of orchid plates, 
embroidery, photography and art work 
featuring orchids, too? 
 
We will have plenty of space to stage the 
show, so that areas for individual exhibits can 
be considered, the first time we’ve been able 
to do this for some years. 
 
If you’ve any bright ideas or suggestions, 
please bring them forward.. If we can make 
this show a success, it can be a step forward 
for our exhibitors, help keep down the cost of 
subscriptions, and serve the objectives of our 
Society very positively. 
 
 

Cattleya bowringiana Culture 
by Peter Speer 

 
Peter Speer has previously shown us the 
results of his successes in cultivating this 
desirable species cattleya orchid, and he 
shares the following tips with us. 
 
Cattleya bowringiana is native to Central 
America, and is unique among the cattleya 
species for having a bulbous swelling at the 
base of its pseudobulbs from which roots and 
the growth eyes emerge. 
 
This species is ideal for beginners as it 
thrives in conditions which, like those for 
cymbidiums, are easily supplied in our 
climate here in Adelaide.  It always rewards 
its grower with flowers in autumn, provided 
basic rules of good orchid culture are 

followed.  With just ordinary care, this species 
will produce 8 -10 blooms per flower stem, 
but with extra care and good culture, it can 
produce 10 - 18 flowers. The mauve to light 
purplish blooms contrast with the deeper 
coloured and bright showy lips.  As with many 
cattleyas, this species is best repotted when 
new roots are seen emerging from the base 
of the plant.  Care should be taken to ensure 
that the growth eyes on the swollen 
pseudobulb are not covered, as this can 
sometimes these immature shoots to rot off. 
 
It is a very useful orchid in cattleya 
hybridisation, resulting in easily grown (cool 
growing) progeny, with spectacular multi 
flowered flower spikes whose blooms arrange 
themselves very nicely on the stem. 
 
 

ORCHIDS 
SOMETIMES NOT SO EASY 

 
We all know that some orchids grow much 
more easily than others under our natural 
climatic conditions, and that a number of 
growers get special satisfaction from 
providing the right conditions so that difficult 
to grow plants can be grown and admired.  
That is what provides some of the mystique 
of orchid culture, and if it was easy some of 
the challenge to succeed would be lost. 
 
I was saddened to hear that the short burst of 
40+ degree C temperature we experienced a 
while back had taken its toll on a number of 
quite rare and beautifully intriguing species in 
a collection maintained by one of SA’s most 
successful and enthusiastic growers.  It only 
takes a short time of inappropriate 
temperatures to spell disaster for a number of 
hard to replace plants.  It is so disappointing 
when perhaps years of collecting and careful 
nurture and attention is negated by a few hot 
days.  In such instances there is not much to 
be said -- we can only take a deep breath 
and try again. 
 
 

CYMBIDIUMS 
PLANNING FOR THE SHOWS 

 
Examining our sturdy, well grown plants and 
finding a number of spikes gives one a good 
sense of anticipation for the approaching 
flowering season.  If you intend to show some 



 

of these plants, visualising how they will 
present themselves, and taking steps now to 
assist their positioning will bring its rewards 
later.  For best presentation, it may be 
advisable to `pot on’ your plant , to raise the 
emerging spikes above pot rim level, and to 
give space to insert stakes around the 
outside of the root ball at the best angle for 
spike display  Whilst you have the plant out of 
the pot, check that the potting mix at the 
bottom has not broken down.  If it has, wash 
out the muddy mix at the bottom and replace 
it by poking in fresh free draining mix, but 
don’t overdo it.  We don’t want to disturb the 
root ball too much whilst the spikes are 
developing. 
 
Spikes which emerge almost horizontally will 
benefit from placing a plant label under them 
to provide gentle pressure to turn the spikes 
upward in the desired direction. 
 
Give a little Seasol in the water to encourage 
root growth into the fresh mix, and don’t apply 
fertiliser in too heavy concentration over the 
cooler months.  It’s a good time to apply foliar 
feeding, especially if you have shifted your 
plant into a flowering house with reduced 
humidity.  Keep a sharp lookout for 
caterpillars, too.  They can ruin a whole 
year’s efforts to raise a show winning orchid. 
 

 
 

Paph. Transvaal 

 

 
 

Phrag Lutz Rollke 
 

 
 

 
 

South Australian Regional Orchid Council Inc. 
Gold Medal 

 
Something to achieve.  Only one of these 
medals will be granted by this club each year 
for an award to be decided by the committee 
each year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

COMPETITION RESULTS APRIL 2004 
 
CYMBIDIUM 60MM – 90MM 
 
First Div 
1st Cym. Valentine Love P & V Speer 
2nd Cym. Valentine Love P & V Speer 
3rd Cym. Enzan Summer ‘Ben’ B Knobben 
Second Div 
1st Cym. Valentine Love ‘Dianne’ S Hellawell 
2nd Cym. Sue ‘Autumn Sunset’ B Bolt 
3rd Cym. Sue ‘Autumn Sunset’ B Bolt 
 
CYMBIDIUM under 60MM 
 
First Div 
1st Cym. Sue ‘Mothers Day’ R Cocks 
 
STANDARD CATTLEYA 
 
Open Div 
1st Bl. California Girl ‘Orchid Library’ K & G Staples 
2nd Blc. Bryce Canyon K & G Staples 
3rd Lc. Prophesy T & D Vogler 
First Div 
1st C. Wedding Song ‘Virgin’ A & I Davies 
2nd Blc. Toshie Aok ‘Pizzaz’ A & M Sim 
 
NOVELTY CATTLEYA 
 
Open Div 
1st Lc. Angel Heart ‘Sweet Memory’ S & B Huddleston 
2nd Blc. Cherry Suisse T & D Vogler 
3rd C. Monte Elegance  
                        x Sc. Mern Ellen S & B Huddleston 
First Div 
1st C. Pippin P & V Speer 
2nd Lc. Interceps A & M Sim 
Second Div 
1st Unknown K & J Whibley 
 
 
 
 
 

NOVELTY CLUSTER CATTLEYA 
 
Open Div 
1st C. Bactia ‘Forever Yours’ R & B Wilson 
2nd C. Chocolate Drop ‘Kodama’ K & G Staples 
3rd C.  
 
COCKTAIL CATTLEYA 
 
Open Div 
1st Sc. Love Hero T & D Vogler 
2nd C. Caudebec 
                  x Sc. Batemanniana S & B Huddleston 
3rd Lc. Maris Song S & B Huddleston 
 
 
CATTLEYA & ALLIED GENERA 
 
Open Div 
1st Ctna. Why Not ‘Lea’ x self S & B Huddleston 
 
STANDARD PAPHIOPEDILUM 
 
Open Div 
1st Paph. (Gigi x Redstart) ‘Nancy’ D & J Higgs 
 
NOVELTY PAPHIOPEDILUM 
 
Open Div 
1st Paph. Transvaal K & G Staples 
2nd Paph. Honey K & G Staples 
3rd Paph. venustum x insigne T & D Vogler 
 
SPECIES PAPHIOPEDILUM 
 
Open Div 
1st Paph. lawrenceanum P Galpin 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SPECIES 
 
First Div 
1st Z. crinitum P & V Speer 
2nd Epi. radicans A & I Davies 
3rd Onc. excavatum P & V Speer 
Second Div 
1st Stenoglotis longifolia R Lonsdale 
 
AUSTRALIAN NATIVE EPIPHYTE HYBRID 
 
Open Div 
1st Den. Hilda Poxon A & M Phillips 
Second Div 
1st Den. Rutherford Starburst K & J Whibley 
 
AUSTRALIAN NATIVE TERRESTRIAL SPECIES 
 
Open Div 
 
1st Ptst. obtusa D & J Higgs 
2nd Ptst. truncata L Burges 
 
AUSTRALIAN NATIVE TERRESTRIAL HYBRID 
 
Open Div 
1st Ptst. X furcilliata L Burgess 
2nd Ptst. Trunk Fish L Burgess 
 
MILTONIA/ONCIDIUM/ODONTOGLOSSUM 
 
Open Div 
1st Milt. (May Moir x Goodale Moir) x 
              (clowesii x Kismet) T & D Vogler 
2nd Burr. Living Fire T & D Vogler 
First Div 
1st Milt. Anne Warne A & I Davies 
2nd Onc. Maum A & I Davies 
Second Div 
1st Milt. (May Moir x Goodale Moir) x 
              (clowesii x Kismet) K Trevan 
 
 



 

MISCELLANEOUS 
 
Open Div 
1st Phrag Lutz Rollke D & J Higgs 
2nd Zga. Clare Fisher ‘Yuri’ B Fisher 
3rd Zga. Strand ‘Spike’ B Fisher 
First Div 
1st Brassia Rex A & I Davies 
2nd Milt. (May Moir x Goodale Moir) x 
              (clowesii x Kismet) A & I Davies 
3rd Epi. Sunray A & I Davies 
Second Div 
1st Z. Advance Australia K Trevan 
2nd Hmwsa. Aussie Quest K Trevan 
3rd Zga. Candy K Trevan 
 
SEEDLING 
 
Second Div. 
1st Zga. Candy K Trevan 
 
POPULAR VATE 
 
Open Div 
1st Bl. California Girl ‘Orchid Library’ K & G Staples 
2nd Blc. Cherry Suisse T & D Vogler 
3rd C. Caudebec 
                  x Sc. Batemanniana S & B Huddleston 
First Div 
1st C. Wedding Song ‘Virgin’ A & I Davies 
2nd Blc. Toshie Aok ‘Pizzaz’ A & M Sim 
3rd Cym. Sue ‘Mothers Day’ R Cocks 
Second Div 
1st Unknown K & J Whibley 
2nd Z. Advance Australia K Trevan 
3rd Hmwsa. Aussie Quest K Trevan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
BEST IN DIVISION 
 
Open Div 
 
 Paph. Transvaal 
 
 grown by K & G Staples 
 
First Div 
 
 C. Wedding Song ‘Virgin’ 
 grown by A & I Davies 
 
Second Div 
 
 Stenoglotis longifilia 
 grown by R Lonsdale 
 
 
Registrar’s Choice 
 
Stenoglotis longifilia 
 
 grown by R Lonsdale 
 
 
REGISTRATIONS 
 
C. Chocolate Drop x Blc. Oconee   =   Blc. Cherry Suisse 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


