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LIFE MEMBERS

Brian Brand Shirley Brand Alan Davies, Iris Davies,
Kevin Gurney, Trevor Jacob, Margaret Jacob, Deane Johnston, , Noel Oliver

Kel. Staples, and Peter Speer.

2016 PROGRAMME
February 17th 2016.

MICHAEL MATTHEWS (Victoria)

Orchid Growing My Way.

Michael Matthews is a master orchid grower who regularly stages a
magnificent exhibit at the Victorian Country Challenge each year, showing not only
the regular genera, but many unusual and rarer varieties. This meeting is one you
shouldn’t miss.

BIRTHDAYS FOR February 2016
.

Happy Birthday to these members who are having birthdays this month.

Ellen Hume Robert Gunn Beryl Wilson Beverley Stacey..

Members – if your name’s not here and it should be, please let Trevor Jacob know. We’re still recovering from a
computer failure where some of our records were lost.

Next Committee Meeting: Pulteney Grammar School 24th February2016 7.30pm
Next Judges Meeting Pulteney Grammar School. To be advised. 7.30pm
Next SA Regional Judging Panel Meeting: Pulteney Grammar School 21st March 7.30pm

The Executive Committee of the S.A. Orchidaceous Society Inc.
2016

PRESIDENT Mr Kevin Gurney  8252 4791

VICE PRESIDENTS Mr. A. Davies

Im PAST PRESIDENT Mr T Jacob.

SECRETARY Mrs Pauline Simcock   8390 2212 

P.O. Box 161 Brooklyn Park S.A. 5032

TREASURER Mr G Simcock 8390 2212

COMMITTEE Mr. D Johnston Dr A Bourne

Mrs D Bird Ms K Haskard

Ms J Taylor Mrs B Semmens

REGISTRAR of JUDGES Mr. Don Higgs

SHOW MARSHAL Dr. A. Bourne

REVIEW EDITOR Mr. T. Jacob  8346 6155

Articles in this Review
may be reprinted with

permission from the S.A.
Orchidaceous Society Inc.
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Well we have actually had some rain

in the Arid Zone of Adelaide in the last
couple of days, it is unreal to stand in my
backyard and watch the rain completely
miss us. Finally, we have enough water in
the 5 rainwater tanks to be able to switch
them back on and pump into the house, it
has been six months since that has
happened and I have noticed the
difference in water bills. (Double) I believe
that from now until we head to Thailand
the weather is going to be kinder, which
can only be a good thing and the plants
will all be able to rejuvenate themselves.

I have asked a couple of times from
the floor of the general meetings for
somebody to run/coordinate the kitchen
at the SAROC Fair in June 2016, as yet we
have had no takers, so please give it some
thought and if you are willing to take the
task on please see me at the next
meeting.

At the last meeting a proforma was
given to all members so we can update
our records, and also see if we can send
more Reviews out electronically so as to
reduce the costs to the Society with the
new postage rates. As you are all aware
we did not raise subscriptions again this
year, and this has been the situation for
quite a few years now, however it would
appear that they will have to be raised by
a minimal amount at the end of the year
to cover the extra expenses in printing and
postage of the Review. I would like to
point out that our subscriptions are way
below some other clubs/societies in
Adelaide and not only in the Orchid arena
and I believe we still give good value to
members.

Kevin Gurney

LAST MEETING
Last month we reviewed, via John

Seidel’s excellent photography, the best
seedlings of each month, plus those from
our shows last year. John’s photography
captures them at their best, but I can’t but
admire the quality of some of the blooms.
On review at the end of the year, when
the judges sort and count the judges’
secret ballot of the seedlings, some came
very close to award quality. When we
remember that these are the first
flowering blooms on plants which will
undoubtedly be bigger and stronger in
future, there’s plenty to look forward to in
the near future. Thank you to our
Registrar, Don Higgs who delivered the
commentary on the pictures, and to our
judges for their selection of the seedling of
the night each month, and at the shows.

NOTES FROM `ORCHIDS
AUSTRALIA’ magazine..

My `Orchids Australia’ recently
arrived and had a couple of interesting
notes which bear comment.

Firstly, you may recall that in our
last year’s September Review I wrote a
note about Colin Jennings’s contribution
to the orchid scene locally, and for the
Aust. Orchid Council. Sadly, Colin passed
away early in November. John Harris,
another great local contributor towards
the advancement of orchids has now
written a review of Colin’s achievements.
Thank you, John.

Also in the new Feb. issue, is an
article on fertilisers, with particular
application to orchid growing. This article,
about `Blossom booster’ fertiliser was
specially welcomed by me, as I recently
saw another article on fertilisers and I was
going to produce some Review notes
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about blossom booster and Noel
Grundon’s definitive article has saved me
some work. Hooray! It’s in the new Feb
.issue of Orchids Aust. (to which we should
all subscribe.)

Coralie Hills, editor of this official
Australian. Orchid Council publication
since 2004, should be more widely
acknowledged for her great contribution
to the work of the AOC.

She was made a Fellow of the AOC
in 2013 after beginning a term of AOC
Secretary from 1998 to 2000. She became
Editor of Orchids Australia in 2004 and
thankfully is still going. During that time,
from 2010 through 2015 she also held the
position of Treasurer.

With the recent passing of Colin
Jennings, and also Neville Roper, (a great
expert and hybridiser of Sarcochilus,) who
both contributed mightily to the substance
of the Orchid Review, Coralie deserves the
support of all Aust. orchid growers with
articles of interest to maintain Orchids
Australia. You may recall that in February
last year, she made time to come along to
our meeting to give us a talk about her trip
to the last World Orchid Conference in
South Africa.

CHEERIO’s
Kevin Whibley has been on the sick

list recently, when a knee operation was
followed by complications. We hope he’s
better and will soon be kicking goals for
the Crows this season.

THIS MEETING
Wednesday 17th February 2016

Michael Matthews owns a farm out
from Horsham in Victoria. He has
developed a love for orchids and has an
extensive collection of many unusual and
rare orchids in addition to the usually

grown varieties. He supports the local
orchid societies with his own extensive
displays at their shows, We are very
fortunate to have Michael consent to give
us a talk this meeting, provided there are
no adverse weather conditions
intervening. We look forward to his visit
with great interest.
` SUPPER ROSTER This month,
Val Speer and Margaret Jacob are rostered
to help us get our usual refreshments at
the conclusion of the meeting. Last
month, Sarka Laznicka and Margaret Jacob
were responsible for preparing our cuppa
at the end of the meeting. Thank you,
ladies.

SUBS FOR 2016 NOW DUE.
Unchanged from last year ---

$20 single, $30 double subscription..,

We work hard to bring you the
lowest subs. And we have 12 meetings per
year, too. Please let our Treasurer know if
you are not renewing this year.

LAST MONTH’S PLANTS.
Not so many plants were tabled last

meeting but they made an interesting
group, nevertheless.

Only one standard shape
cattleya was benched, C Elusive Dream,
one of the smaller type where we have
seen a big improvement in quality due to
breeding by Australian hybridisers in
recent years. Novelty types are more
often seen early in the year, and Leslie
Gunn’s seedling C Mark Jones x Slc Jungle
Elf was a bright, cheery example which
won Popular Vote and Best orchid in Open
Div.

The early cluster cattleyas made an
seasonal appearance with nice examples
from M & M Page and B Semmens in the
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other Divisions. The easily grown species
laeliinae, featuring the bulbous types were
strongly represented, with Prosthechea
prismatocarpa from Anton Drew gaining
the Registrar’s Orchid of the Night, a well
grown specimen of this scarce species with
multiple spikes

How could I not mention the
Gunn’s Zga Freestyle Meadows x Z Titanic
which we first saw last year. It’s the most
impressive single flower I’ve seen on a
zygo, but it still lacks flower count on the
stem. The growth is extremely sturdy,
leading to the impression it’s a polyploid.
Careful partnering could see some
impressive seedlings in the future – put
me down for some. Ellen & Max Hume
took all placings in the `Other species”
class, and all placings in the Aust native
species, too. Just as well most were small
growing plants or they wouldn’t fit in their
car. Stenoglottis woodii is a delightful
plant, similar in form to the more common
Sten. longifolia, but with white flowers on
smaller growing plants.

It was good to see some novelty
paphiopedilums appearing on the bench
early in the year. Many are intriguing
rather than beautiful, but have an appeal
all their own. Paph Charles Sladden
always reminds me of Fred Basset with its
wide, droopy petals. Tony Bourne’s raising
a Paph haynaldianum from a small

seedling to flowering is a good effort, and
shows a good understanding of the culture
required for these orchids.

First Div. grower, Anton Drew had a
good night, with successes with a number
of beautifully grown plants from his
efficient glasshouse. When you can
flower, phalaenopsis, vandas, neofinetias,
cattleyas, coelogynes, dendrobiums, and
sundry others all at once in the one
greenhouse, you’re doing well. Amongst
all the high-tech gear to keep his plants
happy, I noticed a fancy way of monitoring
the air flow. It consists of foot long
sections of ribbon tied and dangling in
corners and other appropriate locations
which move with the breeze as his
oscillating fan gently spreads cool, humid
air around the house. Smart!.

Second Div growers showed some
nice plants, too. There was a time when
Second Div did not show many plants early
in the year – now we see a whole range of
genera. Rayne Riggs’s Prosthechea
cochleata (cockleshell orchid) is a good
one to grow. It flowers on almost any
bulb, and rewards the grower with more
blooms on a well grown plant. Any plant
named Wild Willie `Wonka’ just has to be
intriguing,

Dramatic colour contrast on the lips
of Andrew Bird’s oncidium was
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eyecatching. Only the drop of a couple of
flower buds stopped this orchid from
being assessed higher.

Paphiopedilum rothschildianum At
Home.

Any student of the history of
growing orchids will know that their early
introduction into culture in Europe was
restricted to the wealthy people who grew
them for the prestige that their successes
brought, and many aspired to have new
introductions of orchids named for them.
Thus, the spectacular paphiopedilum
found in the wild only on the slopes. of
Mt. Kinabalu in Borneo was named for
Lord Ferdinand Rothschild, of the famous
banking family.

I thought you might like to see the
“house” (Waddeston Manor) he built in
1874 in Buckinghamshire, which he used
as a weekend retreat from London.

Waddeston Manor.

His glasshouse complex was the
largest private conservatory and
greenhouse range in England, with a large
glass dome in the centre, from which
radiated many other connected
glasshouses. In there were grown not only
orchids, but food plants, flowers and other
plants for stocking the extensive gardens.
Whilst Lord Rothschild was there, he
employed some 65 gardeners.

The property and its contents of
important works of art, furniture, books,
porcelain and other artefacts is now
administered by the National Trust.

The present Lord Jacob Rothschild
resides nearby at his property, Eythrope,
originally the estate of Alice de Rothschild,
Ferdinand’s sister, where Paphiopedilum
rothschildianum is still cultivated.
Paph. rothschildianum is known as one of
the best multifloral paphiopedilums.
(multiple blooms on the stem) and has
bred some wonderful hybrids. Johnston
Orchids here in Adelaide has won awards
for some of these impressive plants over
the years.

Paph. rothschildianum.
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COMPETITION RESULTS January 2016

STANDARD LAELIINAE UNDER 80mm

OpenDiv
1st C Elusive Dream R & L Gunn

NON STANDARD LAELIINAE

Open Div
1st C Mark Jones x Slc Jungle Elf R & L Gunn
2nd Rth Jungle Jumbalaya R & L Gunn
3rd Cty Burdekin Honey `Shona’ D & J Higgs
First Div
1st Cty Burdekin Honey `Shona’ A Drew
2nd Bl Golden Glory A Drew
3rd Bl Golden Glory A Drew

NON STANDARD CLUSTER LAELINIAE

First Div
1st Ctt Valentine Day `Osborne’ M & M Page
Second Div
1st Ctt Bactia `Grapewax’ B Semmens

SPECIES LAELIINAE

Open Div
1st Epi atropurpureum M & E Hume
2nd Epi alatum M & E Hume
3rd Psh. cochleata (Encyclia) D & J Higgs
First Div
1st Psh prismatocarpa A Drew
2nd Psh cochleata M & M Page
Second Div
1st Psh. cochleata(Encyclia) R Riggs
2nd C intermedia var acquinii B Semmens

NOVELTY PAPHIOPEDILUMS

Open Div
1st Honey J Seidel
2nd Charles Sladden J Seidel
3rd Rosy Dawn T Bourne

SPECIES PAPHIOPEDILUM

Open Div
1st haynaldianum T Bourne
Second Div
1st glaucophyllum A Bird

NOVELTY PHALAENOPSIS

Second Div
1st Unknown `Pretty Nice’ A Bird

DENDROBIUM

Open Div
1st Cherry Dancer `Chao Prayer M & E Hume

AUSTRALIAN NATIVE EPIPHYTE HYBRIDS

Second Div
1st Den Brinawa Sunset R Riggs

AUST NATIVE EPIPHYTE SPECIES

Open Div
1st Sarco hirticalcar M & E Hume
2nd Sarco hirticalcar M & E Hume
3rd Sarco ceciliae alba M & E Hume

ONCIDIINAE

OpenDiv
1st Colmanara Jungle Warrior D & J Higgs
2nd Sharry Baby T Bourne
3rd Onc Sarcatum J & E Cuming
Second Div
1st Unknown A Bird
2nd Odontocidium Wild Willie `Wonka’

A Bird

ONCIDIINAE SPECIES

Second Div
1st Onc flexuosum A Bird

OTHER HYBRIDS (MISCELLANEOUS)

First Div
1st Vanda Debra Ann x tesselata A Drew
2nd Vanda Cedric Saunders A Drew
3rd Prom Tee Bee T Hutchison

OTHER SPECIES

Open Div
1st Sten woodii M & E Hume
2nd Neofinetia falcata M & E Hume
3rd Sten woodii M & E Hume
First Div
1st Vanda falcata A Drew
Second Div
1st Stenoglottis woodii A Bird
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ZYGOPETALINAE HYBRIDS

Open Div
1st Zga Freestyle Meadows x Titanic

R & L Gunn

SEEDLING

Open Div
1st Paph haynaldianum T Bourne
First Div
1st Vanda falcata A Drew

POPULAR VOTE
Open Div
1st C Mark Jones x Slc Jungle Elf R& L Gunn
2nd Onc Sarcatum J & E Cuming
3rd Zga Freestyle Meadows x Z Titanic

R & L Gunn
First Div
1st Psh prismatocarpum A Drew
2nd Ctt Valentine Day `Osborne’ A Drew
3rd V falcata A Drew
Second Div.
1st Odcdm Wild Willie `Wonka’ A Bird
2nd Ctt Bactia `Grapewax’ B Semmens
3rd Onc Alosuka `Claire’ A Bird

BEST ORCHID IN
DIVISION

Open Division

C. Mark Jones `Lance’ x
Slc Jungle Elf

` R & L Gunn

First Division

Psh. prismatocarpa

Anton Drew

Second Division

Psh cochleata

Rayne Riggs

REGISTRAR’S CHOICE

Prosthechea
prismatocarpa

Anton Drew

Psh prismatocarpa


